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however claims they 
have taken the decision 
as movement of three-
wheelers on the highway 
has not been stopped yet.

Meanwhile, test 
candidates for the post of 
class III social workers at 
the Department of Social 
Services were in trouble 
for the bus strike. A total 
of 13,376 candidates from 
Khulna had applied for 
the post. Their exams were 
held at 13 centres in the 
city yesterday, according to 

sources.
Khan Motahar Hossain, 

deputy director of Khulna 
District Social Service 
Office said, “The test was 
held simultaneously in 64 
districts of Bangladesh. It’s 
pre-announced.”

Animesh Bain, who 
managed to go to the city 
from Koyra upazila to 
attend the test, said, “My 
house is 110 kilometres 
away from the city. Now 
I cannot return home as 
launch services have also 
been suspended.”

Sylhet far from
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and the cameras themselves 
were damaged during city 
corporation’s development 
works.”

“With our own funds, we 
have repaired around 50 
cameras. However, due to 
the lack of a maintenance 
budget, the licence of the 
facial and number-plate 
recognition software has 
expired,” he said.

“We have contacted the 
authorities concerned for 
a special budget allocation 
for the maintenance and 
renewal of the software. 
We also urged the city 
corporation to repair the 
damaged cables.”

When asked, SCC’s 
Ruhul Alam said during the 
city’s road expansion work, 
some electrical pillars of 
Power Development Board 
needed to be reallocated, 
and cameras and their 
cables were damaged in the 
process. 

“As we don’t have 
sufficient budget, we have 
requested the mayor’s 
intervention in this regard,” 
he added. 

Mohammad Mohidur 
Rahman Khan, manager of 
BCC (security operations) 
and project director of 
Digital Sylhet City, said, 
“After completing two 
components under the 
project, we managed the 
maintenance for a year, 
and then, the responsibility 
went to the authorities 
concerned (SMP and SCC) 
as per the signed MoU.”

Ganga Jamuna
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Shangskritik Parshad, 
Ghulam Kuddus, with 
Minister of Cultural Affairs 
K M Khalid as chief guest.

The welcome speech for 
the event was delivered by 
Aktaruzzaman, member 
secretary of the festival 
board, who also took on the 
role of the event’s host.

Eminent cultural 
personalities, including 
Ramendu Majumdar, 
Lawmaker Asaduzzaman 

Noor; Mamunur Rashid, 
Nasir Uddin Yousuff, 
Liaquat Ali Lucky and 
Md Ahkam Ullah, along 
with Shah Alam Sarwar, 
managing director and 
chief executive of IFIC 
Bank Limited graced the 
occasion as special guests. 

The event is being 
arranged with the support 
of the Ministry of Cultural 
Affairs, BSA and IFIC Bank 
Limited. 

No time to waste
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of the International Centre 
for Climate Change and 
Development (ICCCAD), 
mentioned that today’s 
youth should not just 
focus on the practicalities 
but also the right actions 
regarding the Global North 
to compensate climate-
vulnerable countries in the 
Global South.

Public, private, and 
non-profit sector leaders 
Dr Gowher Rizvi, Nahim 
Razzaq, Yasir Azman, 
Asif Saleh, and Robert 
Chatterton Dickson spoke 
about intergenerational 
collaboration and the need 
to act with urgency to fight 
climate change. 

Grameenphone CEO 
Yasir Azman pointed 
out the present crucial 

situation of climate 
vulnerability of the world, 
especially in Bangladesh, 
and asked corporate 
houses and global leaders 
to come forward in this 
regard. 

Dr Gowher Rizvi, advisor 
to the prime minister, 
delivered his speech 
virtually.

Later, Brac Executive 
Director Asif Saleh, British 
High Commissioner 
to Bangladesh Robert 
Chatterton Dickson, and Dr 
Saleemul Huq participated 
in the discussion as 
panellists.

“Climate change is 
the biggest crisis facing 
humanity today. To address 
a complex challenge like 
climate change, we will all 
have to work globally and 
at scale,” said Dickson. 

GYLC CEO Ejaj Ahmad, 
said GYLC is being 

launched as a global 
organisation to mobilise 
the youth -- especially 
from the Global South -- to 
tackle the climate crisis. 

“Our mission is to 
expand the youth’s 
knowledge about climate 
science, equip them with 
leadership skills to take 
individual and collective 
action and enable them 
to launch businesses that 
contribute to climate 
mitigation or adaptation,” 
he said. 

He also mentioned that 
Khulna has been chosen 
as the summit venue as it 
is one of Bangladesh’s most 
climate-vulnerable regions. 

“The youth participating 
in the summit will 
undertake mangrove 
plantation in the coastal 
belt to promote locally-led 
climate adaptation and 
highlight the importance 
of mangroves, which are 
critical for human beings 
as well as for biodiversity,” 
he added. 

To empower the youth in 
climate action, 10 delegates 
at the summit will receive 
a grant of USD 1,000 each 

to implement their climate 
mitigation or adaptation 
project.

The organisation’s 
chairman Neal Walker, 
said, “Young people not 
only demand climate 
change action but they also 
lead the way.”

“Leadership, innovation 
and entrepreneurship all 
offer avenues of success. 
But we need action 
at a global level. Our 
organisation can transform 
the idealism, ideas and 
talents of youth all over 
the world into results,” he 
added.

A Global Youth Climate 
Summit team also made 
a field visit yesterday to 
an eco-friendly village 
in the coastal belt of 
Khulna, where summit 
participants learnt about 
locally-led adaptation 
projects involving farming, 
water treatment and 
climate mitigation projects 
involving solar energy.

Yesterday, on the second 
day of the conference, 
participants also visited 
a model village of forest 
dwellers in Dakop upazila.  

Controlling population or raising inequality?
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can create good 
educational institutions, 
hospitals, employment 
opportunities, and 
communication systems 
in those areas, people will 
go and live there,” he said, 
adding that there is no 
initiative for this in the 
DAP.

“In the DAP, a FAR of 1.5 
to 2 has been given for the 
surrounding areas, which 
is unacceptable,” Iqbal 
mentioned.

Chief Executive Officer 
of Sheltec Sharif Hossain 
Bhuiyan said the new 
FAR values will negatively 
impact the construction of 
buildings.

Adil Mohammad Khan, 
former general secretary 
of Bangladesh Institute of 
Planners, said, “We must 
keep in mind, higher FAR 
values, in general, only 
exacerbate the prevailing 
disparity between 
landowners and landless 
urbanites in Dhaka city.”

“Far values above 1 to 
1.5... will create disparity 
and discrimination. It will 
pave the way for landowners 
to start a predatory real-
estate business, which has 
already been witnessed in 
Dhaka city.”

He said that is why 
for plot-based housing 
development, even in cities 
like Singapore, the FAR 

value is around 1 to 1.5, 
or the authorities allow a 
maximum of two-storey 
buildings.

Rajuk Chairperson 
Anisur Rahman Miah 
told The Daily Star that 
authorities prepared this 
DAP keeping long-term 
plans in mind. The FAR 
values have decreased for 
densely populated areas.

About the middle class, 
he said there are some 
areas in Uttara where they 
can buy flats at relatively 
low prices.

Talking about peripheral 
areas, the chairperson said, 
“In those areas, FAR values 
are not based on the entire 
location. If the plot is big, 

the FAR will be higher.”
“For example, if four 

people own separate plots 
and combine them to 
construct a building jointly, 
then the FAR will be higher. 
Hence, we are encouraging 
big plots,” he added.

Although the first DAP 
was gazetted in 2010, 
the authorities could 
not implement it due to 
several reasons, such as 
lack of necessary, effective 
initiatives; weak law 
enforcement to prevent 
unauthorised construction; 
shortage of resources; 
lack of coordination 
among stakeholders; 
and inconsistencies in 
proposed policies. 

Chitra now merely
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It has now been narrowed 
down to around 30 to 40 
feet, said sources at the 
land office.

Officials of Water 
Development Board in 
Jhenidah have recently 
made a list of eight grabbers.

They are -- Motiar 
Rahman, Ishahak Ali, 
Sirazul Islam, Liakot Ali, 
Mizanur Rahman, Mofiz 
Uddin, Afsar Ali and Md 
Abdul Ali. All of them are 
residents of Singdha village.

Of them, Motiar Rahman 
has excavated a pond at 
the village grabbing the 
riverbank, according to 
the list. Contacted, Motiar 
denied he allegations and 
said, “I did not encroach the 
riverbank. I have excavated 
a pond on my own land.”

Md Abdul Ali said, “I 
have excavated a pond on 
my ancestral land. If the 
government wants, they 
can resurvey the land. If any 
portion of my pond lies on 
the riverbank, I will leave 
the land.”

The correspondent 
contacted the others on the 

list, who also came up with 
similar statements.

M e a n w h i l e , 
e n v i r o n m e n t a l i s t s 
demanded  immediate 
government action to evict 
grabbers to protect the 
river.

“The list of eight 
grabbers is a farce. Several 
hundreds of people have 
encroached the riverbank. 
We demand a proper list 
and drives to evict the 
grabbers,” said Shibu Pada 
Biswas, convener of Nadi 
Bachao Andolon.

Bangladesh Poribesh 
Andolon (Bapa) general 
secretary Sharif Jamil 
said the riverbank should 
be much wider. “If any 
structure is set up within 
this area, it should be 
evicted.” 

Contacted, Jhenidah 
Additional Deputy 
Commissioner (Revenue) 
Rajibul Islam Khan said, 
“We will soon conduct 
drives to evict the illegal 
structures. Besides, the 
government has taken a 
new project to re-excavate 
the river.”
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The Daily Star’s photojournalist Rajib Raihan has won the second runner-up 
accolade in the photography competition “Building Culture for All”, organised by  
Freedom of Religion or Belief (Forb) Leadership Network and The Hunger Project, 
in collaboration with Drik Picture Library. His photo was selected from a pool of 31 
photos that were exhibited.  The prize-giving ceremony was held at the capital’s 
Drik Gallery yesterday.   PHOTO: COLLECTED


