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JnU observes 17th 
founding anniv
STAR REPORT

Jagannath University yesterday observed its 17th 
founding anniversary amid festivity and fanfare.

To mark “JnU Day”, the university chalked 
out elaborate programmes, including hoisting 
national and university flags, a procession as well 
as various cultural performances.

JnU Vice Chancellor Md Imdadul Hoque 
inaugurated the day-long celebration by hoisting 
the national flag and releasing pigeons and 
balloons in front of the Shaheed Minar on the 
campus at 9:15am.

Students, teachers and employees later joined a 
colourful procession.

Cyclonic 
storm likely 
to reach coast 
on Oct 25
UNB, Dhaka

A low-pressure area formed 
over North Andaman 
Sea, adjoining areas of 
South Andaman Sea and 
southeast of the Bay of 
Bengal is likely to intensify 
into a cyclonic storm 
and reach Bangladesh 
and West Bengal coasts 
on October 25, said 
India Meteorological 
Department.

IMD advised fishers 
to not venture into 
deep sea from October 
23 until further notice 
in anticipation of the 
formation of the storm.

SHISHU HOSPITAL

Pneumonia 
centre launched
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

A new centre to treat childhood pneumonia was 
launched at Bangladesh Shishu Hospital and 
Institute in Dhaka yesterday.

Health Minister Zahid Maleque inaugurated the 
centre called “Abul Hosen Respiratory Center and 
Pneumonia Research Center” as chief guest at an 
event in the hospital.

Dr Mohammad Shahidullah, president of the 
hospital’s governing body, chaired the ceremony.

It was launched with financial support from 
Abul Hossain, chairman of Unifill Group, a textile 
company in the country and the founder of the 
trust. 

The hospital authorities said the centre will 
enhance the hospital’s capacity for providing state-
of-the-art pneumonia treatment to children.

Abul Hossain also attended the event.

Samrat’s bail 
extended till 
November 8
COURT CORRESPONDENT

A Dhaka court yesterday 
extended bail of expelled 
Jubo League leader Ismail 
Hossain Chowdhury 
Samrat until November 8 in 
a case filed for laundering 
around Tk 222 crore, 
funneling it into casinos 
in Singapore and Malaysia 
between 2011 and 2018.

Judge Al Asad Md 
Asifuzzaman of the Special 
Judge’s Court-6 passed the 
order.

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Mymensingh

Both sides of the footpath on the 
Patgodam road in Mymensingh 
have been occupied by vendors, 
mostly selling old tyres and similar 
products.

Locals said the business has 
created a public nuisance, as they 
cannot use the walkway anymore.

Not just this one, many of the 
city’s footpaths remain occupied 
by vendors as they continue to run 
their businesses there in full swing.

Ahmed Ali, a city dweller, said the 
place is near the busy Shambhuganj 
Bridge, which is an entrance to the 
city’s important areas.

He said there is always heavy 
traffic on both sides of the bridge. 
“Previously, we used to get off 
our vehicles and walk to our 

destinations whenever there were 
gridlocks. But we cannot even walk 
peacefully as the footpaths are 
occupied,” he lamented.

Echoing the same, local Shukur 
Chand said there are often 
altercations between pedestrians 
and vendors over the matter.

The encroachers are mostly 
backed up by politically influential 
people, claimed Abdul Hye, a 
restaurant worker.

Advocate Nazrul Islam Chunnu, 
convener of Jonouddhogh 
Mymensingh, a citizens’ forum, 
shared the same sentiments.

“A sustainable plan should be 
taken to evict such illegal businesses 
from the city footpaths,” he added.

Nurul Amin Kalam, secretary 
of Mymensingh Nagorik Andolon, 
said Surja Kanta Hospital (SK 

Hospital), the only diarrhoea 
hospital in Mymensingh, is near the 
place. 

“Patients often struggle to get 
into the hospital because of the 
menace,” he said.

Syed Mahbubur Rahman, traffic 
inspector in Mymensingh, said 
occupying footpaths is one of the 
major causes behind traffic jams in 
the city.

“We generally handle the issue 
strictly,” he added.

Md Aminul Islam, assistant 
secretary of Mymensingh City 
Corporation, said they regularly 
conduct drives to evict vendors 
from the footpaths.

“We have not been fully 
successful in keeping the footpaths 
free for pedestrians, but we are 
trying,” he said.

In Mymensingh, footpaths 
are for tyre business!
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Previously, we 
used to get off 

our vehicles 
and walk to our 

destinations 
whenever there 
were gridlocks. 
But we cannot 

even walk 
peacefully as the 

footpaths are 
occupied.

AHMED ALI, a resident  


