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Divided by border,
united in prayer

Devotees from Bangladesh,

India come together at

bordering temple
S DILIP ROY, Lalmonirhat

Into the
mystic

Lalon’s death anniv event ends
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Kushtia

He holds a special and unique place in
the history of traditional music, as his
songs blend in various philosophies
and ideologies.

Fakir Lalon Shah was against
religious conflict and many of his
songs mock identity politics that
divide communities and generate
violence. A true liberal at heart,
Lalon is celebrated as an epitome of
religious tolerance. He did not believe
in classes or castes, the fragmented,
hierarchical society, and took a stand
against racism.

His powerful beliefs reflected in
his songs.

Through  his songs, Lalon
envisioned a society where people
from all religions and beliefs would
stay in harmony and peace.

His songs
highlighted
the material
and spiritual
aspects  of
life, rejecting
the idea of
dividing
people  on
the basis

Every year on the occasion of Brideshwari Puja, a fair is
organised in a bordering area of India and Bangladesh, in
the presence of thousands of people from both countries.

A festival and reunion unlike any other, citizens of both
countries worship and pray together in a temple during
the occasion, exchanging greetings and feeding each
other the offerings.

This is a common scene every year on the border of
Dighaltari of Lalmonirhat’s Durgapur Union and Gidaldah
Daribas of Dinhata Police Station of West Bengal’s Cooch
Behar district.

Following the yearly tradition, this year it was held
yesterday, where strict security was ensured by both BGB
and BSF.

Prashanta Sen of Senpara village in Lalmonirhat
Sadar told this correspondent that he goes to Shri Shri
Bridveshwari Devi temple on the border with his family
every year.

" “We took a boat and crossed Dharla river to participate
o in the puja. Around 400-500 devotees from Bangladesh

. . L. . . . L participated,” he said.
A worker is putting the finishing touches on an idol of the goddess Kali, days before the big event, Kali Puja, slated to be “Our relatives from the other side of the border also

observed on October 24. This photo was taken yesterday in Barishal’s Bakerganj upazila. PHOTO: TITU DAS SEE PAGE 4 COL 1
of barriers,
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October 16 was the 132nd death

i o, of Jamuna erosion for colleaguie

A three-day programme was

GEEE D Cm OBl (Ol 2 buildings devoured, 3 on Verge of submersion in Chowhali of Sirajganj Locals beat, hand over
at his shrine (akhra) at Chheuria in lk t l-
Kushtia, which ended yesterday. OUR CORRESPONDENT, Pabna Earlier, a tin-shed establishment of stalker to pO 1CC
Lalon Academy, an elected Rehai Moucha Primary School in the .
body of local people, organises the During an unlikely time, the Jamuna same union got submeryged, ?UR CORRESPONDENT, Lalmonirhat
programme every year with the has swelled up and in turn devoured “Of the affected institutions, Char One Sher Ali (22) had been harassing a female
support of the Ministry of Cultural homesteads, croplands and schools in Muradpur Government Primary School teacher of Chawra Govt Primarv School in
Affairs. Local district administration Chowhali upazila of Sirajganj in the last already shifted its tin-shed building on Lalmonirhat's Anandabazar village fl;)}r the past six
supervises the event. one week. Tuesday, while locals and teachers of months follo;ving her to and from the school.
The programme included Lalon Already two primary schools went Mituani Government Primary School Up or{ learning about this, headteacher Of' the
Fair, a discussion and rendition of the underwater in the last three days, while i have prepared to shift their school as institution. Shamsuzzaman Liiu confronted the
songs of Lalon known as Lalon Geeti. three more schools remain at risk of correspondent that (wo buildings, well,” said Jahangir. stgalker several timés He also wrote about the issue
On the occasion, an influx of erosion. The schools under risk are including the newly built two-storied Tofazzal Hossain, a senior teacher 0 Ali’s family )
devotees, admirers and Lalon currently being moved to different building of Chandpur Government at Char Mituani Government Primary Enraged Ah marched into the school vesterday
exponents from all over Bangladesh locations. Primary School in Sodia Chandpur School said, “The river is swelling fast morning ar’1d stabbed the headte:acher %vx;o local
and overseas are seen every year. Md Jahangir Firoz, Chowhali upazila Union, submerged in the Jamuna on with great intensity. We are trying hard youths, Abdul Hadi and Mohosin Ali ' were also
primary education officer, told this Tuesday night. SEE PAGE 4 COL 1 wounded when they tried to catch Al
Later, locals caught Ali, beat him up and then
R . . handed him over to police. A blood-stained knife
Of the affected institutions, was seized from his possession.
BI BANGLADESH INSTITUTE OF CAPITAL MARKET Char Muradpur Government lOfﬁcerl—lin—ghﬁ:larg.r,e lof ) ErShadU1d l/lxlam 05
. Lalmonirhat Sadar Police Station said the injure
BGIC Tower (13"3":}l and 8"-9" Floor), 34 Topkhana Road, Dhaka-1000 Primary School already did not sustain any life-threatening injuries. ]

Shiftef‘ its tin-shed b“ilding “Ali is in police custody. Preparations are

on Tuesday, while locals and teachers underway to file a case. Police will ensure safety of
of Mituani Government Primary the teachers,” he added. .
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prep treatment at Lalmonirhat Sadar Hospital, after

c A I_L Fo R R ES E ARC H P Ro Pos A Ls school as well. sustaining knife cuts on his hands. The two

youths were sent home after they received primary
MD JAHANGIR FIROZ

Endeavour ["leLrllIﬂI"ll'hL\.uL nce www.bicm.ac.bd | info@bicm.ac.bd | 08-000-999-999 (TD” free)

Bangladesh Institute of Capital Market (BICM) is the only government funded national institution for Chowhali upazila primary education officer treatment at the facility.
imparting practical capital market education and training. The Institute invites research proposals SEE PAGE 4 COL 7
from eligible independent researchers, independent research teams, and research organizations for
its Annual Research Grant (ARG) scheme 2022. The ARG aims at facilitating high-impact research
activities that can help the institute to further its operation, capital market regulators to formulate %ﬁ“%” @
timely and informed policies and regulations, and market participants to make informed decisions. Banglade®h & —-.g/ A
Grants are available in two categories — Standard and Urgent. Standard grants are sought with a & Ii;, > er'
typical duration of one year, while Urgent grants for shorter duration are awarded for meeting . ' ——
immediate or contemporary research needs. For Standard grants, proposals can be submitted only AR BT SCIHel SHFoGes
ONLINE no later than 11:59 PM Bangladesh Standard Time on 30 November 2022, Details of the Call for
Proposals is available at https://bicm.ac.bd/arg2022/ e (AMFTH BT (AT (B oF alfedr) -
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Further information may be obtained by emailing Ms. S. M. Kalbin Salema at kalbin@bicm.ac.bd.
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