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China sees ‘much faster 
timeline’ on taking Taiwan
Says Blinken, warns President Xi leading the country in a more 

aggressive direction

AFP, San Francisco

Beijing wants to seize Taiwan 
“on a much faster timeline” than 
previously considered, US Secretary 
of State Antony Blinken said 
Monday, warning that President 
Xi Jinping was leading China in a 
more aggressive direction.

Xi is on the cusp of securing a 
third five-year term at the helm of 
the world’s most populous nation, 
delivering a landmark Communist 
Party Congress speech on Sunday 
that hailed his decade in power 
and restated his vow to one day 
“reunify,” or forcefully take, Taiwan.

“We’ve seen a very different 
China emerge in recent years under 

Xi Jinping’s leadership,” Blinken 
told a forum at Stanford University 
with former secretary of state 
Condoleezza Rice.

“It is more repressive at home; 
it’s more aggressive abroad. And 
in many instances that poses a 
challenge to our own interests as 
well as to our own values,” he added.

Blinken accused Xi of “creating 
tremendous tension” by changing 
the approach toward self-ruled 
Taiwan, which China’s Communist 
Party has never controlled but 
claims as its own.

He said China had made a 
“fundamental decision that the 
status quo was no longer acceptable, 
and that Beijing was determined to 

pursue reunification on a much 
faster timeline,” though he gave no 
hard estimate or date.

Responding to Blinken’s 
speech, Chinese foreign ministry 
spokesman Wang Wenbin accused 
Washington of altering its own 
approach to Taiwan, citing 
examples such as Pelosi’s visit and 
recent arms sales.

“Peacefully resolving the Taiwan 
issue cannot coexist with Taiwan 
separatism,” Wang said.

Senior US military figures have 
previously sounded the alarm that 
China has expanded its military 
forces to the point where it could 
soon have the capability to pull off 
an invasion of Taiwan.

Firefighters work to put out a fire in a thermal power plant, damaged by a Russian missile strike in Kyiv, 
Ukraine yesterday. President Volodymyr Zelensky said Russian strikes had destroyed about 30 percent of his 
country’s power stations in one week. PHOTO: REUTERS

Afghan women hold placards during a protest in front of Kabul University in Kabul yesterday. About 30 Afghan 
women protested in front of the university after authorities expelled students from the dormitories allegedly for 
breaking rules. The protesters claimed that all the evicted students were women in a move that comes as the 
Taliban has increasingly restricted girls’ access to education. PHOTO: AFP

HEADSCARF CONTROVERSY

Fears rise as 
climber Rekabi 
returns to Iran
REUTERS, Dubai

An Iranian rock climber who competed in an 
international contest without a headscarf said 
she had done so unintentionally, after she was 
widely assumed to have expressed support for 
protests in Iran. Footage of Elnaz Rekabi, 33, 
had shown her scaling a wall without her head 
covered during the Asian competition in South 
Korea while representing Iran, which has been 
swept by protests ignited by Mahsa Amini’s death 
in morality police custody.  Citing an informed 
source, BBC Persian had earlier reported that 
friends had been unable to contact her, and there 
were fears for her safety. Iran’s embassy in South 
Korea, on Twitter, denied reports about her going 
missing after the competition.  In a statement 
posted on her Instagram account, Rekabi said 
she was on her way back to Iran with the rest 
of the team. The statement said not wearing 
her headscarf during the competition was 
unintentional, adding “there was poor scheduling 
and I was called to climb unpredictably”. 

UK PM ‘sorry’ for 
economic ‘mistakes’
Vows to stay on despite series 
of humiliating climbdowns

AFP, London

Embattled UK Prime Minister Liz Truss apologised for go-
ing “too far too fast” with reforms that triggered econom-
ic turmoil, but vowed to remain leader despite a series of 
humiliating climbdowns.
“I do want to accept responsibility and say sorry for the 
mistakes that have been made... we went too far and too 
fast,” she told the BBC on Monday.
However, she said that she was “completely committed to 
delivering for this country” despite questions over who 
was now in control of government policy.
She is set to face parliament today for a session of Prime 
Minister’s Questions.
Her government on Monday axed almost all of its debt-fu-
elled tax cuts unveiled last month to avert fresh market 
chaos.
The shock move by new finance chief 
Jeremy Hunt -- parachuted into 
the job on Friday to replace 
sacked Kwasi Kwarteng -- leaves 
Truss’s position in a precari-
ous state, with Conservative 
MP Roger Gale saying that 
Hunt was “de facto prime min-
ister”.
Hunt estimated the tax changes 
would raise about £32 billion ($36 
billion) per year, after economists es-
timated the government faced a £60-bil-
lion black hole. He also warned of tough spending cuts.
The chancellor of the exchequer said no government 
could control markets -- but stressed his action would give 
certainty over public finances and help secure growth.
“The prime minister and I agreed yesterday to reverse al-
most all the tax measures announced in the growth plan 
three weeks ago,” Hunt told parliament, flanked by a 
grim-faced Truss.
The chancellor also announced the formation of an eco-
nomic advisory council, featuring four experts outside of 
government.
Hours earlier, he had used a brief televised statement to 
announce the dramatic reversals to nervous markets, 
conceding last month’s budget from his predecessor had 
harmed the public purse.
Truss told the BBC that she still believed in a “high-
growth, low-tax economy”, but that economic stability 
was “my priority as prime minister”.
Hunt scrapped plans to axe the lowest rate of income tax, 
and curbed the government’s flagship energy price freeze 
-- pulling the plug in April instead of late 2024.
After April, his department will “review” its energy sup-
port package, he said.
A proposed reduction in shareholder dividend tax was 
also binned, along with planned tax-free shopping for 
tourists and a freeze on alcohol duty.

PROTEST ASSAULT

UK summons 
Chinese envoy
AFP, London

Britain yesterday summoned China’s Charge 
d’Affaires to explain an incident in which a 
Hong Kong pro-democracy protester was seen 

being pulled into the grounds of the 
Chinese consulate in Manchester, 

England and beaten. British 
police are investigating the 

incident, which occurred 
during a demonstration 
against Chinese President Xi 
Jinping. Officers entered the 
consulate grounds to rescue 

a man who they said “was 
dragged” inside and assaulted 

by several men. Commenting 
on the incident during a news 

conference in Beijing, Chinese 
foreign ministry spokesman Wang Wenbin said: 
“Disturbing elements illegally entered the Chinese 
Consulate General in Manchester and endangered 
the security of Chinese diplomatic premises.


