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With a swift swing, a woman throws her bait, attached to her makeshift fishing rod, into Sajiara Khal, to catch 
small fish like puti. These women catch between one and two kilos of fish like this. After setting aside a portion 
for their own meals, they sell the rest for Tk 200 to 300. This photo was taken in Khulna’s Dumuria upazila 
yesterday. PHOTO: HABIBUR RAHMAN

He never made 
it to the mosque
Pedestrian shot dead during AL 
factional clash in Munshiganj

A CORRESPONDENT, Munshiganj

Seventy-year-old Monir Hossain Mollah was going to 
the mosque for Isha prayers at Bokultala village of 
Munshiganj’s Sadar upazila on Monday.

Unfortunately, he never made it there. He got caught in 
the line of fire during a clash between two factions of local 
Awami League.

He was referred to Dhaka Medical College Hospital 
from a local medical facility, where he succumbed to his 
injuries around  9:30pm on Monday.

Ten others have been seriously wounded during the 
same time, most of whom are currently undergoing 
treatment at DMCH.

However, not a single person has been arrested in 
connection with the shoot-out as of filing this report 
yesterday evening.

Monir Hossain’s daughter Sonia Akhter was too grief-
stricken to talk to this correspondent.

Salma Begum, wife of the deceased’s younger brother, 

said, “He [Monir] didn’t have any political affiliations. But 
he got shot anyway.”

When asked, she said they are yet to file a case as they 
are waiting for the body to arrive.

The clash broke out on Monday evening between the 
group of Ali Hossain, president of Ward-2 of Adhara 
Union Awami League, and general secretary of the same 
unit Suruj Hossain, over establishing supremacy in the 
area, locals said.

There were a series of clashes, chases and counter-
chases, crude bomb explosions and exchange of fire till 
8:00pm.

The clash broke out on Monday evening 
between the group of Ali  Hossain, 

president of Ward-2 of Adhara Union 
Awami League, and general  secretary 

of the same unit Suruj Hossain, over 
establishing supremacy in  the area, 

locals said. There were a series of clashes, 
chases and counter-chases, crude bomb 

explosions and exchange of fire till 
8:00pm.
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Hill razed for road

According to some locals, the group is building the new road, by cutting Joy Pahar in Sarson Road area, to 
make the nearby hills accessible. After that, it will flatten  the hills to make housing plots.

PHOTO: STAR

SIFAYET ULLAH, Ctg

A group of individuals has 
reportedly cut a hill by Chattogram 
city’s Sarson Road to build a road, 
without getting approval from the 
Department of Environment (DoE), 
much to the dismay of locals and 
environmentalists.

For the road’s construction, they 
cut a significant part of Joy Pahar, 
an old hill in the area, violating the 
law.

DoE officials confirmed that they 
visited the area and found evidence 
of hill cutting. The authorities 
issued a show-cause notice to the 
group.

During a visit to the area on 
Sunday, this correspondent found 

that the hill has been cut to build 
the 650-feet long road. Many trees 
have fallen victim too.

Some locals, requesting 
anonymity, claimed that the group 
is building the new road to make 
the hills accessible. After that, it will 
flatten the hills to make housing 
plots.

This hill is owned by the heirs of 
a person named Mozaffar Ahmad 
Miah.

This correspondent could not 
reach Abdul Kader, a son of late 
Mozaffar, despite several attempts 
over phone and text.

According to Bangladesh 
Environment Preservation Act 1995 
(amended in 2000), cutting a hill 
without DoE’s approval is illegal.

The punishment for breaking 
the law is up to two years’ 
imprisonment or Tk 2 lakh fine, or 
both for first-time offenders. For 
subsequent offence, it is up to 10 
years’ imprisonment or Tk 10 lakh 
fine or both.

Mia Mahmudul Hoque, deputy 
director of DoE Chattogram’s 
metro office, told The Daily Star 
that those who are building the 
road have been ordered to appear 
in person for a hearing at DoE 
office and explain why the offenders 
should not be penalised.

Mohammad Kamal Hossain, 
former professor of Institute 
of Forestry and Environmental 
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CHATTOGRAM TO PENANG

Body found in 
container yet   
to be identified
STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Ctg

The identity of the body that was found in an 
empty container shipped to the Malaysian port of 
Penang from Chattogram could not be known till 
yesterday.

The empty container, owned by South-Asia 
based main-line operator (MLO) Sinokor, was sent 
from private off-dock BM Container Depot to the 
port on October 4. 

The vessel -- also operated by the same shipping 
company Sinokor -- left the port on October 6, 
carrying 1,008 TEUs of containers, and reached 
the Malaysian port three days later.

Chattogram Port Authority (CPA) Secretary 
Md Omar Faruk said when an empty container is 
sent from any off-dock, it is at first checked and 
scanned at the entry gate of the port and then 
checked again at the jetty before being loaded on 
the ship. 
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Youth Climate 
Summit kicks  
off tomorrow
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Global Youth Leadership Centre (GYLC), a 
leadership development platform in Bangladesh, 
is going to host a three-day global youth climate 
summit, scheduled to begin on October 20 in 
Khulna.

Around 150 youths will attend the event in-
person, while 500 will take part virtually. The 
participants have been selected from 70 countries.

GYLC revealed the schedule at a press 
conference held yesterday at a Dhaka hotel. 

The summit will host climate scientists, 
policymakers, entrepreneurs,  leadership experts 
and youth climate activists, and  feature dialogue  
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Pretty in pink
Narsingdi’s Saturia gets lively with water lilies

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Narsingdi

For Narsingdi residents and 
visitors from its outskirts, 
visiting Saturia for sighting water 
lilies has become an ever popular 
activity. There are many canals 
and marshlands in Narsingdi 
where these pink beauties bloom. 

From morning to evening, 
after managing a talpata and 
wooden boat, visitors throng the 
area just to get a breath of fresh 
air and behold the blaze of pink.

Many locals are also selling 
these flowers to make a livelihood. 
People are buying these lilies both 
for consumption and preserving 
its variety and beauty by planting 
them in their ponds. 

Mubarok Hossain, a resident 
of Dewanerchar (beside Saturia), 
said, “I visit the marshlands with 
my friends to experience the 
scenic beauty. The water lilies 
attract visitors from far and 
wide.”

Moniruzzaman Bhuiyan 
Jahangir, acting chairman of 
Belabo Upazila Parishad, said, 
“People are thronging a remote 
area like Saturia from morning 

to evening just to get a glimpse of 
the beautifully pink scene” 

“If we can preserve these 
species of waterlily and our 
historical craft industries, this 
area can turn into a commercial 
tourist spot,” he added.

Prof Mostak Ahmed, principal 
of Narsingdi Government 
College, said, “Many students and 
their guardians are thronging 
our pond where hundreds of 
bright pink water lilies have 
bloomed. Once upon a time, it 
was used to emit foul smell due 
to indiscriminate dumping of 

garbage.”
“After planting the water lilies, 

not just visitors, many species of 
birds are coming here,” he added.

Abdullah Al Kafi, former 
professor of the college’s botany 
department, said, “There are 
many water lilies that grow 
naturally in the country’s 
marshlands and ponds... but 
many of the varieties have gone 
extinct due to commercial fish 
cultivation and encroachment.”

“I hope everyone will plant 
lilies in abandoned water bodies 
to conserve those,” he added.


