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Human Rights and Peace 
for Bangladesh (HRPB) filed 
a writ petition, challenging 
the legality of the circular.

According to the 
circular, defaulters will 
now get a maximum of 
eight years to repay term 
loans instead of two years, 
as previously stipulated.

Defaulters will 
reportedly also be allowed 
to reschedule their non-
performing loans (NPLs) 
four times instead of three, 
along with other benefits, 
according to the BB notice.

During yesterday’s 
hearing, HRPB lawyer 
Manzill Murshid told the 
court that BB has issued 
the notice to patronise 
big loan defaulters, 
which is discriminatory 
and contradictory to the 
constitution.

Depositors will be 
harmed, and the financial 
condition of banks will 
weaken because of the new 
provisions, he argued.

Attorney General AM 
Amin Uddin opposed 
the petition, saying that 
BB issued the circular for 
public interest and as per 
the government’s policy 
decision.

The central bank has 
the legal right to issue such 
circulars for public interest, 
and therefore, the petition 
is not acceptable, the 
attorney general argued.

All in the name of ‘etiquette’
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called them to provide 
instruction,” he added. 

Meanwhile, Habibur 
Rahman Litton, general 
secretary of BCL’s JU 
chapter, told The Daily 
Star, “I was sleeping at the 
time of the incident. I will 
look into the matter.” 

When asked about 

the incident yesterday 
afternoon, hall Provost 
Prof Israfil Ahmed told 
this correspondent, “There 
were two calls at night. I 
guessed something was 
wrong. When I later called 
the hall office, they did not 
say anything. I got to know 
of the incident from you.”

“I will investigate the 

matter,” he added. 
JU Proctor ASM Firoz-

ul-Hasan said, “I will speak 
to the provost of the hall. 
If the allegations are found 
true, action will be taken as 
per the disciplinary rules of 
the university.”

JU VC Prof Nurul Alam 
told this correspondent 
that he did not receive any 

complaint in this regard. 
The VC also called the 

hall provost and told him 
to form an investigation 
committee in this regard 
and take action as soon as 
possible.

“The matter will be 
investigated and legal 
action will be taken,” he 
said.  

We want a peaceful world for children
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Mujibur Rahman, my 
mother, three brothers 
including little Russel along 
with others were killed on 
August 15 in 1975.”

“Today we have to hear 
words of democracy, voting 
rights and human rights 
from those people who are 
killers, patrons of killers 

and violators of human 
rights,” she said.

Recalling the birthday 
of Russel with a choking 
voice, the PM said, “Today 
is his (Sheikh Russel) 
birthday. It is a day for 
happiness for us and we’ll 
never forget the day. I was 
so happy after taking the 
newly-born baby in my 

lap…”
A video message 

marking Sheikh Russel’s 
birthday from Nobel 
Laureate and renowned 
child rights activist Kailash 
Satyarthi was also played at 
the function.

The prime minister 
unveiled a book titled 
“Duronto Pranobanto 

Sheikh Russel” edited 
by State Minister 
for Information and 
C o m m u n i c a t i o n 
Technology (ICT) Zunaid 
Ahmed Palak as well.

Trailer of an animated 
film “Amader Chhotto 
Russel Sona” written by the 
premier was also screened 
on the occasion.

500 MODEL HEALTH CENTRES

‘Round-the-clock service 
for mothers, little ones’
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Round-the-clock maternal and 
neonatal health services will be 
available at 500 “Model Union 
Health and Family Welfare Centres” 
from now on, Health Minister Zahid 
Maleque said yesterday.

Necessary human resources and 
equipment have been ensured for the 
centres in each upazila, Maleque said 
while inaugurating the centres at an 
event in Dhaka. 

It was organised marking the 
59th birth anniversary of Sheikh 
Russel, youngest son of Father of the 
Nation Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur 
Rahman.

He also spoke of unnecessary 

caesarean deliveries in the country.
More than 500 union health 

and family welfare centres will be 
upgraded to be model ones, the 
minister announced.

Each of the 4,562 unions has a 
health and family welfare centre, run 
by the Directorate General of Family 
Planning (DGFP) under the health 
ministry. 

But they cannot provide quality 
healthcare to locals due to the 
shortage of human resources and 
logistics.

On July 22, DGFP instructed all 
upazila health and family welfare 
officers to upgrade one centre in each 
upazila to a model health centre.

Body found
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He claimed that the 
container left the port 
vacant. 

CPA is yet to form any 
probe committee in this 
regard.

Faruk, however, said the 
CPA traffic department 
is trying to collect more 
information about the 
container.

According to Captain 
Mainul Ahsan, executive 
director of Smart Group, 
the container was sent to 
the port from their depot 
after being thoroughly 
checked.

Moinul Hoq Chowdhury, 
managing director of 
Sinokor’s Bangladeshi 
shipping agent Globe Link 
Associates Ltd, said the 
Penang port officials found 

the body in the container 
on October 14 and informed 
Sinokor’s local agent there.

The investigating team 
of the local police in 
Penang were yet to reveal 
anything about the identity 
of the body till yesterday, 
when Sinokor’s local agent 
contacted them, said the 
Globe Link official.

Bangladesh Freight 
Forwarders Association 
vice president Khairul 
Alam Suzan said it is 
yet to be ascertained 
whether the deceased got 
into the container from 
Bangladesh.

However, since such 
incidents also happened 
earlier, the authorities 
should be more cautious in 
this regard, he added. 

Taking steps
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minister hopes that the 
situation would not be 
much problematic for the 
country.

Momen predicted more 
challenges ahead and 
described the situation 
in many countries due to 
the war, adding that in 
the coming winter, the 
situation might get worse 
in Europe.

Earlier, the minister 
spoke at a discussion 

marking the birth 
anniversary of Sheikh 
Russel, the youngest son 
of Father of the Nation 
Bangabandhu Sheikh 
Mujibur Rahman, as chief 
guest.

State Minister for 
Foreign Affairs Md Shahriar 
Alam and Foreign Secretary 
Masud Bin Momen also 
spoke. Bangladesh missions 
abroad also marked the 
59th birth anniversary of 
Sheikh Russel.

Youth Climate
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on climate change.
Ten  participants will 

receive grants worth 
$1,000 each for their ideas 
on tackling climate change. 

Telecom Company 
Grameenphone is the title 
sponsor the summit. 

Ejaj Ahmed, founder 
and chief executive officer 
of GYLC, and Neal Walker, 

chairman of GYLC, spoke at 
the event.Grameenphone 
Chief Corporate Affairs 
Officer Hans Martin Hoegh 
Henrichsen, Tahsinah 
Ahmed, executive director 
of Bangladesh Youth 
Leadership Council, youth 
climate activist Sohanur 
Rahman and Shakila Islam 
also spoke at the press 
conference. 

HC wants to know
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government has sent 
him to forced retirement 
in accordance with 
the relevant law. The 
government is not bound 
to assign any reason for 
sending him to early 

retirement under Section 
45 of Bangladesh Service 
Rules 2018, he said. 

Khurshid also said he 
will inform ACC about the 
HC’s queries and will place 
the information before the 
HC bench.
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Hill razed
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Science at Chittagong 
University, said if the 
road is constructed, the 
environment of the area 
would be harmed.

According to 
data of Bangladesh 
Environment Forum, 120 
hills disappeared from 
Chattogram city in four 
decades. In 1976, there 
were 32.37 square km of 
hills in the port city, which 
decreased to 14.02 square 
km in 2008.

The data showed that 
there were 200 hills in 
the city 40 years ago, and 
60 percent of them have 
disappeared. Of them, 
Chattogram Development 
Authority cut 15 hills for 
building Bayezid Link Road.

Shafiuddin’s 
death anniv 
today
STAR REPORT

Today is the 
10th death 
anniversary 
of Alhaj 
Shafiuddin 
A h m e d , 
a local organiser of the 
Liberation War, politician 
and social worker, said a 
press release.

On this occasion, a doa 
mahfil will be held today at 
his home in Khaishakhali 
village under Shibpur 
upazila of Narsingdi.   His 
family members have 
requested all to pray 
for the salvation of the 
departed soul.

He never made
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Eleven people, including 
Monir, were injured in the 
incident, they added.

Rest of the injured are 
AL activists, according to 
sources.

Dr Ruhul Amin, an 
emergency department 
doctor at Munshiganj 
General Hospital, said 
the 11 injured came from 
Bakultala area around 
8:00pm. All of them had 
bullet wounds. They were 
then sent to DMCH.

Sumon Deb, additional 
superintendent of 
Munshiganj police, said, 
“We came to know that one 
of the injured died. Police 
have been deployed in the 
area. The situation is under 
control now.” 

Munshiganj Sadar 
Police Station Officer-in-
Charge (Investigation) Md 
Ansaruzzaman said, “No 
case has been filed yet. We 
have talked to the family 
members. They said they 
would file a case after the 
deceased is buried.”

He claimed drives are 
underway to arrest the 
culprits.
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