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Need inclusive
approach to
achieve SDG

Speakers tell event

OUR CORRESPONDENT,
Khulna

The achievement of SDGs
depends on the ability of
local government to make
theintegrated, inclusive and
sustainable  development
an actuality at the regional
level, said speakers at an
event yesterday.

Local government
must be one of the prime
institutions of the 2030
Agenda to fit them into
the local context and help
citizens understand how
local action contributes
to the achievement of the
SDGs, they added.

Speakers said these at
a regional consultation
meeting on “Accelerating
SDGs  localization  in
Bangladesh: Opportunities
and Challenges”. General
Economics Division
(GED), United Nations
Development Programme
(UNDP), and United Nations
Environment Programme
(UNEP) organised the event
at a hotel in Khulna city.

Speakers said Khulna
has opportunities like
tourism in the Sundarbans,
shrimp cultivation, Mongla
port, jute industry and rail
connectivity with India.
However, it has challenges
like salinity, water crisis,
siltation and lack of
marketing of goods, which
need to be addressed.

Dr Md Kawser Ahmed,
member (secretary) at GED
at Planning Commission,
and Fakrul Ahsan, chief
technical advisor at UNDP,
were present.

Despite the ongoing 22-day ban, fishermen are venturing into the river to net hilsa, risking punitive measures. They say they have no other

choice as the government is yet to provide them with food aid. This photo was taken recently from the Padma river.

We have no food at home.
How can we survive if we
don’t net hilsa? Besides,
most of us have a huge
loan burden. Our hands
are tied.

Fisher Nurul Khan
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Hilsa netting
on despite ban

Fishers say they’re yet to receive food aid

AHMED HUMAYUN KABIR TOPU, Pabna
Many fishers in Sujanagar upazila of
Pabna are netting hilsa in the Padma
river despite the ongoing 22-day ban,
enforced from October 7.

The government enforced the ban
on netting, selling and transporting
hilsa from October 7-29 to protect the
mother fish till spawning.

During the period, no fisherman
is allowed to catch fish where there is
movement of hilsa.

However, hundreds of fishing boats
are sailing the Padma river every
evening. The fishers claim they are
doing so since many of them are yet to
receive any government food assistance.

While takingaboatridein the Padma
river at Sujanagar upazila on Sunday
evening, this correspondent estimated
at least 200 fishing boats moving in the
river for netting hilsa, evading the eyes
of the local administration.

“Most of us have a huge loan burden...
so we must catch hilsa. Our hands are
tied,” said fisher Nurul Khan.

When asked about getting food aid,
he claimed that not a single fishermen
received any such assistance.

“Last year, we got 15kg of rice right
at the end of the three-week ban. We

although 10 days have passed since the
ban.”

“We have no food at home. How can
we survive if we don’t net hilsa?” Nurul
asked.

Echoing the same, fisher Shukur
Ali  said he has no savings left and
cannot carry on for a single day without
venturing into the river.

“Every year we receive some sort of
help from the government. But this
year, we have received nothing so far,”
he added.

Contacted,  Sujanagar  upazila
fishery officer said there are over 4,000
fishermen in Sujanagar upazila. Of
them, 1,250 are listed for food support
this vyear, as they net hilsa from the
Padma. “Fach of the listed fishermen
will get 25kg of rice as food support
during the ban,” he said.

He, however, said the distribution
of food assistance might be delayed
in some places as the UP chairmen,
responsible for the act, are busy with
the ongoing Zilla Parishad elections.

“Every fisher will get support after
the conclusion of the polls,” he added.

Upazila Fishery Officer Nur Kazmi
said separate teams are continuing
drives in the river to enforce the 22-day
ban.

Credible polls vital
for LDC graduation

Says British envoy
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Sylhet

British High Commissioner Robert Chatterton
Dickson yesterday said holding a fair and credible
election is very important to the future of
Bangladesh.

“How the election is organised is for the
Bangladesh Election Commission and for the
parties to agree,” he said.

The high commissioner made this remark while
talking to journalists during the inauguration
programme of Welcome Skills International
School of Hospitality in Sylhet.

He said, “I think, as a friend of Bangladesh, a free,
fair and credible election will be very important to
setting the right tone for Bangladesh’s development
through LDC graduation and to the next stage....”

Another Gazipur
fire victim dies

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

One more person, who sustained burn injuries in
a gas cylinder explosion at a CNG gas filling station
in Gazipur, died yesterday morning.

Md Parvez (33) breathed his last around 6:30am
while being treated at Sheikh Hasina National
Institute of Burn and Plastic Surgery, said SM
Aiyub Hossain, resident surgeon of the hospital.

Parvez, a covered van driver, had 86 percent
burns on his body, hospital sources said.

With him, two out of five victims of the incident
died so far. On Friday, another injured Atikul
I[slam passed away.

Three others patients -- Anwarul Islam (27),
Al Amin (25) and Sirajul Islam Tutul (25) - are
undergoing treatment at the hospital.

They were injured in a blast at the filling station
in Gazipur’s Gachha Barabari area while refilling
gas cylinders on October 13.

Five jailed for lifting
sand from Jamuna

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Tangail

A mobile court yesterday sentenced five people to
seven days imprisonment on charges of lifting sand
from Jamuna river illegally in Bhuapur upazila.

The court also seized a sand carrying vessel and
dredger. Executive Magistrate Ishrat Jahan, also
uparzila nirbahi officer in Bhuanpur, led the drive.

The arrestees are Ramjan Mondol and Razzak
Sheikh of Bhuanpur, Rifat Fakir and Masud Miah
of Kishorganj, and Razzak Bepari of Narayanganj.

“Drive against illegal sand lifting will continue,”
said the official.
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