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The ghost of a

recreation centre

Lone auditorium for Saidpur
rail workers in a shambles

EAM ASADUZZAMAN, Nilphamari

The life of the working class is not easy, and railway

workers are no exception to that norm.

Keeping this in mind, a recreational center named
Fida Ali Auditorium was built on three acres land in 1940,
for the recreation of third and fourth class workers and

staffers of Saidpur rail workshop.

There were arrangements for indoor and outdoor
games and places for snacks and chatting inside the

facility.

Besides, cultural events were held regularly here, where

the railway workers sang and danced.

For them, this place was the only avenue to breathe a
sigh of relief amid their hectic schedule.

Workers used to throng this place during breaks
and after completing their day’s work, and stay there till
midnight, laughing and chatting with their mates.

But for sheer apathy of the authorities concerned, the
auditorium now looks like a ghostly establishment, with
none visiting the place anymore, due to a lack of facilities

inside.

Only in special days like Independence Day or Victory

Day, a few people gather to hoist national flag, as
authorities provide some money for the task.

SEE PAGE 4 COL 2

2-day literary
fair kicks ol

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Rajshahi

A two-day literary fair called
“Chinnomela Muktobangla 2022,
will begin at Rajshahi University

today.
Vice Chancellor Golam Sabbir
Sattar announced the

'

inauguration of the fair
yesterday afternoon. /’

Little magazine, |
Chinno, has
organised the event
for the fifth timesince .
2011. Poet Nirmalendu
Goon will attend the
programme as the chief guest.

The event is likely to award
litterateur Hamid Kaiser, and
Zulfigar Matin. It will also award two
little magazines -- Tritio Chokh of
Chattogram and Nouka of India.

Chinno editor Shahid Igbal said
several hundred writers, editors and
readers would congregate at the fair.

Litterateurs Shankha  Ghosh,
Syed Shamsul Haque, Debesh Roy,
Anisuzzaman and Hasan Azizul
Haque will be remembered by
prominent writers at the event.

‘Save us from erosion’

Dhaleswari river erosion victims urge
authorities to construct embankments

MIRZA SHAKIL, Tangail

Houses, croplands and other
important establishments have
gone into the Dhaleshwari river
at Sahabatpur union in Tangail’s
Nagarpur upazila following
recent erosion.

The victims have blamed
extraction of sand from the
river behind the current status
quo. They urged the authorities
concerned to tackle the situation
immediately, and then construct
embankments as a permanent
solution.

During a recent visit, this
correspondent observed that
many homes and acres of
croplands in one kilometre area
had been completely devoured

by the river.
Over a 100 homes and
remaining arable lands are

waiting to share the same
fate if erosion isn’t stopped
immediately, said locals.

Aasia Khatun, a resident of
Arra village, said the house she
built by taking out a loan is now
on the verge of going into the
river.

“We are passing days in
uncertainty. We hope that the
authorities will take necessary
steps, construct embankments
and save us from the erosion,”
she added.

Fchoing

the same,

Mohammad
from the same village, said he
lost his home and 170 decimals
of crop lands due to the erosion.
Contacted, Tofayel
Mollah,
parishad chairman, said he has
already informed the
authorities in this regard.
Sazzad Hossain,
engineer at Water Development
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Form a
commission
by Oct 30

HC asks govt on
Padma Bridge
‘graft conspiracy’
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

TheHigh Courtyesterday
gave two weeks’ time to
the government to form
a commission to identify
people who made up

false  stories  about
corruption involving
the Padma  Bridge

project and to submit
a compliance report (o
this effect.

The HC bench of
Justice Md Nazrul Islam
Talukder and Justice
Khizir Hayat Lizu fixed
October 30 for further
hearing on the issue.

The bench passed the
order during hearing a
five-year old suomuto
(voluntary) rule.

On June 28, the HC
bench led by Justice
Nazrul Islam Talukder
ordered the government
to form a commission in
30 days in this regard.

Yesterday, DAG AKM
Amin Uddin Manik
sought time from the
HC bench for complying
with its June 28 order.

On February 15, 2017,
another HC  bench
issued the rule asking
the government to
explain in two weeks why
it should not be directed
to form an enquiry
commission to identify
“those who made up
false stories”.

PRAYER
A

TIMING »
OCTOBER 17~

Fazr Zohr Asr Maghrib Esha
AZAN 4-50 1245 400 538 7-15
JAMAAT 5-25 1-15 415 541 7-45

SOURCE: ISLAMIC FOUNDATION

Fida Ali Auditorium for Saidpur’s railway workers lies in a dilapidated state, depriving workers of recreational
facilities. The auditorium used to be abuzz with activities, but now it remains neglected due to indifference of
the authorities concerned.
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Dengue claims
five more lives

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

A total of five dengue patients died while 855 were
admitted to different hospitals across the country
in the last 24 hours till 8:00am yesterday.
Meanwhile, the total number of dengue cases
crossed the 25,000 mark, which is the third
highest number of dengue cases since the first
outbreak in Bangladesh in 2000.
With the new cases, highest in a single

. day, the total number of cases rose to
. 25,181, according to the Directorate
. General of Health Services (DGHS).
So far, 94 people have died of
dengue this year.

‘ Among the death cases, 52

are in Dhaka, 21 in Cox’s Bazar,

12 in Chattogram, five in Barishal,

one each in Narsingdi, Khulna,
Mymensingh and Feni.

A total of 22,240 patients have already
been released from hospitals and 2,847 patients
are still undergoing treatment.

Given the situation, experts have urged the
authorities to conduct extensive drives identifying
clusters of Aedes mosquitoes immediately. A
monsoon survey of the DGHS, conducted between
August 11 and 23, found the presence of Aedes
mosquitoes in 13.4 percent of houses under DNCC

and 11.75 percent homes under DSCC.
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