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The ghost of a recreation centre
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Ex-railway worker   Abdur 
Rahman said during his 
young age, he saw that 
the auditorium became 
crowded every afternoon 
and remained so till 
11:00pm.

Elderly workers can 
still remember that there 
was also arrangement for 
indoor games like carom, 
table tennis, chess etc, 
and outdoor games like 
volley ball, badminton and 
football. 

The field was so huge 
that Eid congregations 
were held there regularly.

Visiting the site recently, 
this correspondent found 

that the doors, windows 
and musical instruments  
inside the once buzzing 
recreational centre were 
damaged. Besides, the 
equipment for games were 
missing, tall grass and 
weeds grew on  the outdoor 
field. A good portion of the 
area was also grabbed in the 
absence of a boundary wall.

All in all, nobody will 
believe at first sight that 
this was a recreational 
centre once.

Rubayat Rahman, 
secretary of Saidpur rail 
workshop workers’ union, 
said the place’s downfall 
started when many workers 
of the workshop were forced 

to retire in  1991-1992,  by 
the then government.

“The negligence towards 
the auditorium started 
then, The remaining 
2,400 workers didn’t have 
enough  free time to begin 
with, as new workers were 
not hired after the massive 
firing spree.”

“The equipment 
gradually became 
dysfunction and the 
authorities didn’t show any 
interest to get new ones,” 
he said.

Habibur Rahman, 
president of the  centre’s 
management committee, 
said, “The new batch of 
workers are more interested 
in virtual entertainment 
than using such centres.”

Contacted, Shadikur 
Rahman, divisional 
superintendent of Saidpur 
rail workshop, said, “We’ve 
realised the importance 
of such recreational 
places for our workers. 
The auditorium will be 
renovated soon.”

It’s part of govt ploy
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Referring to the Road 
Transport and Bridges 
Minister Obaidul Quader’s 
comment that Bus Rapid 
Transit (BRT) project 
has turned into a major 
issue for the government, 
Fakhrul said, “You (Quader) 
should have resigned before 
making such comments as 
your government took the 
project.”

BNP standing 
committee member Abdul 
Moyeen Khan said it is very 
much possible to restore 
a caretaker government 
system. “Constitution is 
not a Bible that it is not 
changeable. It can be 
changed for the necessity 
of the people.” He also said 

it is not possible to hold a 
free and fair election under 
a partisan government.

We are not
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Commission will conduct 
the polls in a fair and 
neutral manner. There 
will be no government 
interference,” he said.

He said AL is in favour of 
the use of EVMs in polls as 
there is no risk of fraud.

Quader also said AL 
is not afraid of BNP’s 
movement. “If BNP gathers 
10 lakh people in Dhaka, 
we can assemble 30 lakh 
people... but it will create 
traffic jam and aggravate 
public sufferings.”  

Save us from
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Board in Tangail, said they 
have already visited the 
affected areas. “Necessary 
steps will be taken in this 
regard,” he said.

Asked about the sand 
lifting issue, Sazzad said 
committees at upazila 
and district levels are 
monitoring the situation.
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Death anniv of 
Golam Dastgir
STAR REPORT

The 14th 
d e a t h 
anniversary 
of former 
ambassador 
Maj Gen 
Q u a z i 
Golam Dastgir will be 
observed today, said a press 
release. 

His relatives, friends 
and well-wishers have been 
requested to pray for the 
salvation of the departed 
soul. 

MA Samad’s 
death anniv
STAR REPORT

Today is the 
17th death 
anniversary 
of MA 
S a m a d , 
founder of 
Bangladesh 
General Insurance 
Company Ltd (BGIC), said a 
press release.

After his retirement as 
managing director of Jiban 
Bima Corporation, he 
established BGIC.

Moreover, he was 
the founder director of 
Bangladesh Insurance 
Academy and former 
chairman of Bangladesh 
Insurance Association.

Samad wrote two books 
in Bangla -- one on life 
insurance and another on 
general insurance. He also 
wrote two textbooks in 
English on life insurance.

He was an enlisted 
international expert in 
the technical assistance 
programme on trade and 
development of the United 
Nations. Samad visited 
most of the insurance 
training institutions in the 
UK and USA under UNDP 
fellowship programme. 


