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Eventually,
brands such as
Paradise, BBS,
BRB, Partex,
SQ, Transcom
Cables Lud,
RR Kabel, and
Bizli emerged
in the cable
market as the
entrepreneurs
understood
its business
potential
considering
how the whole
country would
have power
coverage in the
future.

With this
backdrop,
they utilised
innovation

to overcome
various
challenges
and became
devoted to
developing
the cable
manufacturing
industry.

JAGARAN CHAKMA

Eastern Cables Limited, a subsidiary of the
Bangladesh Steel and Engineering Corporation,
was once the only cable manufacturer in
Bangladesh.

The company, which became a state-owned
enterprise following the Liberation War, was
established in Chattogram’s Patenga in 1967 to
manufacture pipes and other goods.

New governments usually patronise heavy or
non-heavy industries at the beginning stage,
and Bangladesh was no exception.

But in due time, local entrepreneurs came
forward to invest in cable manufacturing in the
late 80s, when the sector was mostly dependent
on imports for setting up transmission lines
and household wiring.

Eventually, brands such as Paradise, BBS,
BRB, Partex, SQ, Transcom Cables Ltd, RR
Kabel, and Bizli emerged in the cable market
as the entrepreneurs understood its business
potential considering how the whole country
would have power coverage in the future.

With this backdrop, they utilised innovation
to overcome various challenges and became
devoted to developing the cable manufacturing
industry.

The public sector needs power transmission
and distribution networks through overhead
cables while the private sector needs it for
households and industries.

“The entrepreneurs had far sight and were
innovative, and realised the future of the
industry. So, some of them took the initiative
to manufacture cables and cater to domestic
demand,” said A.K.M. Ahasanul Haque, chief
operating officer of Partex Cables Ltd.

The companies then started making new
high quality products to fulfil the country’s
requirement for electrical and communication
cables.

For example, the industry started with
household wires and now manufacturers
underground cables, marine cables, extra high
voltage cables and more.

“Now, the industry manufactures 33kv
capacity extra high voltage cables while earlier

they could make up to 11kv capacity cables,”
Haque said.

“In this consideration the local companies
developed their capacity and engaged their
innovative ideas to contribute to the economy,”
he added.

High-voltage cables, which include a
conductor and insulation, are used for electric
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power transmission at high voltage.

However, there are substandard cables
currently in the market.

“So, the government should do a market
drive to remove substandard products and
create awareness among consumers as it is an
issue of safety,” Haque said.

He then said the government is prioritising

L.ocal cable makers now of
international calibre

power generation but does not give importance
to ensuring quality power supply for
households and the industrial sector.

“If the government realise the necessity of
quality power supply, the entire cable industry
would benefit,” he added.

An industry insider said there are more
than 150 small, medium and big cable
manufacturers in the market, which is lead by
BRB with a 41 percent share followed by Eastern
with 15 percent, BBS 13 percent, Paradise,
Partex and Bizli 6.5 percent each, and SQ 5.3
percent.

Other players collectively account for 22.2
percent of the market.

However, only 8 to 10 of these companies
provide international standard products.

Local manufacturers produce almost all
kinds of cables, including communication
cables, telephone wires, LAN cables, fibre optic
cables, house wiring, extra high voltage cables,
telecommunication cables and marine cables.

Of them, only Partex, BRB, and BBS
manufacture underground cables that provide
extra safety.

Haque then said the private sector consumes
70 percent of the market while the rest 30
percent goes to the public sector.

Rafiqul Islam Rony, director of marketing
and sales at BRB Cable Industries Limited,
credited the government and entrepreneurs
for developing the sector as the former took
initiatives to generate power while the latter
came forward to cater to the demand.

He also said the sector has helped develop
skilled manpower and generate employment.

Rony then suggested the government
provide support to local companies to reduce
imports as they have built up the capacity to
manufacture international standard cables.

Cable manufacturers are currently
dependent on raw material imports from Chile,
China, India, Oman, Malaysia, South Korea and
Singapore.

“Local players would have thrived more had
they gotten the big contracts of the Bangladesh
Power Development Board and Rural
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