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Appeal
for help

STAFF CORRESPONDENT
Chandra

Banerjee

(56), a stage

actress,

has  been

suffering

from uterus

cancer for the last two
years.

Chandra from Dumuria
in Khulna, who lost her
husband in 2018, has
already spent all  her
savings and borrowed a
good amount of money to
continue her treatment.

“We have already
spent around Tk 8 lakh,

At first glance, neither the ball nor the field might look appropriate for a game of
football. But what hindrances can these minor inconveniences cause to a group
of youngsters just looking for a fun game? The photo was taken yesterday in
Sylhet Sadar upazila’s Mogolgaon area.
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including the Tk 5 lakh
loan we took. We need Tk
5 lakh more to continue
her chemotherapy, which
is required this month,”
said Chandra’s son Prodip
Banerjee.

Doctors say it is possible
to cure her with modern
treatment.

Chandra received first
prize from Bangladesh
Shilpakala Academy for
her book “Gonga Putra
Vishna” in 1994-95. She
worked as an actress with
various groups -- including
Protima  Opera, Mikel
Opera, Songhita Opera,
Rajmahal  Opera and
Padma Opera. She also
played the directorial role
with Rang Mahal Opera.

Her family has requested
her well-wishers and the
well-off of the society
to come forward with
financial help.

Aid can be sent to
Chandra Banerjee, A/C
No: 20502320201200604,
Islami Bank Bangladesh
Ltd, Paikgachha
Branch, Khulna; bKash:
01307341834.

An orchard

FROM PAGE 5

“We work in the orchard
all year round. We are also
learning about different
unknown  fruits  and
gathering knowledge about
their cultivation,” he said.

“Green Venture Agro is
an ideal fruit orchard in
the upazila,” said Reajul
Bari, upazila sub-assistant
agriculture officer.

“We are also giving
them all types of technical
support for their
development,” he added.

Park, collee cart
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sit in peace at the park
anymore, as the place is
always abuzz with the
biryani shop’s customers.
Besides, the size of the
already small park has
reduced significantly
because of the makeshift-
restaurant, they added.

Abdul Hai, a resident
of Mokimbazar, Bangshal,
said this park used to be
bigger.

“There was a library here.
People came here to read
books, walk and play. But
the park gradually died.”

“When the park was
renovated in 2020, or
whatever was left of it
the locals thought they
would finally get a place
to pass peaceful leisure.
But the biryani shop has
threatened the park’s
serenity,” he added.

The park’s lessee, Haji

Ahsan Ullah, said they run
the shop “legally”.

He said, “We run a
biryani shop next to the
coffee shop. The DSCC
officers come for regular
inspections. There are no
issues.”

Local (Ward-35)
Councillor Abu  Saeed
said, “The park was made
for walking, but now it’s
a business place. People
cannot sit and walk. T've
made a verbal complaint
about this to the city
corporation. T'll send a
written complaint soon.”

DSCC Chief Property
Officer Russell Sabrin said
there’s no scope to run a
biryani place after taking
permission for a coffee
cart.

“We will cancel our
agreement if the conditions
of the lease are being
violated,” he added.

Independent
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that in the last 20 years,
the Department of
Archaeology  did  not
include any new heritage
building of Dhaka in its
own list.

Some structures, such
as parts of Sankhanidhi,
Barokatra, and Chhoto
Katra have already been
demolished due to a lack
of supervision from the
authorities.

“Just six months after
the High Court’s verdict
on protecting heritage
buildings, Jahajbari
in Chawkbazar was
demolished in the most
horrendous manner. In
recent times, Neelam Ghar
and several other buildings
in Farashganj were
demolished,” he said.

The HC in its directives
asked the Department of

Archaeology to prepare
a final list after assessing
the 2,200-building list
of Urban Study Group.
Unfortunately, there is no
progress in this regard as
well, even after five years.

“A collective effort is
very important (0 save
these heritage buildings,
otherwise we will lose
them all gradually. A
group of volunteers from
Urban Study Group have
been working relentlessly
to protect these heritage
buildings. However, it is
certainly not enough,” said
Taimur.

“The authorities need
to play a vital role in this
regard. It is also essential
to  ensure  exemplary
punishment for those
who are demolishing the
heritage buildings,” he
added.

From December one unit 02 Storied 4 bedroom house
at Gulshan North. East/West/ North side apen. South
long drive way. Big lawn. Ground floor. 01 bed room.
All bed & bath w/ wooden cabinet. Large Foyer.
Spacious living & dining room. Family dining. Pantry
large kitn w/ cabinet. D/helper Bfroom W/Bath. Laundry
room. 03 Car parking. 1st Floor: 3 bed room. Gergious
family lounge with green views, Library room & master
bedroom w/balcony. Large utility space w/ Cabinet.
Coffee kitchen w/cabinet. 02 stair Case. Foreigner
preferred. Interested lessee may
Contact: 01613047789
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Court sets
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Magistrate of Dhaka was
asked to send the case
record to Dhaka Senior
Metropolitan Sessions
Judge’s Court within 10
days of receiving the order
for holding its trial.

Trial proceedings
of Tarique was stayed
on October 1 of 2007,
following a writ petition
filed by him, while trial
proceedings against his
mother-in-law Syeda Igbal
Mand Banu were quashed.

On  September 26,
2007, the Anti-Corruption
Commission filed the case
with Kafrul Police Station
against Tarique, his wife
Zubaida and her mother
Syeda Igbal Mand Banu for
amassing assets worth Tk
4.82 crore through illegal
means and concealing
information of Tk 2.16 crore
in their wealth statements.

Man sent to
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Three days later, the victim’s
brother filed a case with
Juri Police Station. Police
arrested Masuk from his
residence early Thursday,
said Sanjay Chakraborty,
officer-in-charge (OC) of the
police station.

On the same day, Masuk
was produced before a
court that sent him to jail,
said the police officer.

Meanwhile, the victim’s
family members, relatives
and  locals  yesterday
formed a human chain
demanding  punishment
for the accused.

Will resist any
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with the masses, is trying
to continue the movement
to restore democracy and
ensure citizens’ rights, said
the party leader.

“During the movement,
four of our activists were
killed in police shooting,
while another was tortured
to death by the miscreants
of Awami League,” he said.

“As many as 25,000 of
our party men have been
sued in different areas
during our second-phase
movement.”

Regarding the
sanction on Rab for
enforced disappearances,
extrajudicial killings, and
human-rights  violations,
Fakhrul said it should
have been imposed on the
government, as it cannot
function  without the
instructions of the home
minister or the prime
minister.

Among others, district
BNP  president Taimur

Rahman, vice president
Obaidullah  Masud and
organising secretary
Poygum Ali were present
during the briefing.
Bhairab
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cases against the grabbers
and then we will conduct
drives to free the river,”
he said. Masud Parvez,
assistant director of
Nowapara river  port,
said, “We already evicted
over 24 jetties in the last
two months. Most of the
grabbers are influential and
exercise their power when
faced with consequences.”

Imdadul Haque, deputy
director of Department of
Environment, Khulna, said
due to workforce shortage,
they cannot monitor all the
industries properly.

“We are concerned
about the issue and have
conducted drives as well to
free the river,” he added.

A forest faces further forays
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Besides, 6,164 acres of
forestland have been
degraded due to the
Rohingya influx while the
government allotted 14,372
acres of forestland to several
government organisations,

according o the study
published last year.
To protect the

environment and natural
resources, the government
in 1999 declared Cox’s
Bazar Sea Beach and parts
of the Ramu reserve forest
as an FEcologically Critical
Area under the Bangladesh
Environment Conservation
Act 1995.

Also, a 2002 circular of
the Cabinet Division states
that any organisation
building any structures
within a forest area must
have clearance from the
Forest Department.

“But the LGED is yet to
seek clearance from the
forest and environment
ministry in this regard,”
Sawrar said.

Anisur Rahman,
executive  engineer  of
Cox’s Bazar LGED, told The
Daily Star they took the
initiative on instructions
of the Cox’s Bazar deputy
commissioner.

“The DC informed us
that an international
football training centre
will be built in Ramu
reserve forest. Following
this, we made a preliminary
estimate for the road
construction to facilitate
communication between
Ramu Upazila and Cox’s
Bazar city,” he said.

The 5km long and 18 feet
wide road will stretch from
Shahid ATM Zafar Alam
Multi-Discipline Academy
in Khuniapalong Union of
Ramu upazila to Marine

Drive adjacent to Cox’s
Bazar seashore, he said.

He acknowledged that
they did not assess the
environmental impacts yet.

“We have halted all
activities after receiving
a letter from the Forest
Department telling us not
to build the road through
the reserve forest,” he added.

He said they would
abandon the project if the
Forest Department and
other relevant authorities
did not approve it.

The forest minister
and state minister did not
respond to our calls and
text messages.

Cox’s Bazar DC Md
Mamunur Rashid said the
decision to construct this
road was made in 2016.

“We verbally instructed
the LGED to revive the
initiative to make it easier
for the foreign players
and coaches coming to
the international training
facility of BFF in Ramu,” he
told The Daily Star.

Forest officials in Cox’s
Bazar said construction
of the road would only
promote illegal settlements
in the reserve forest and
further shrink the elephant
corridor.

The Rohingya
settlement has shut
the Ukhia-Ghumdhum

elephant corridor. Besides,
the Panerchhra-Tulabagan
corridor was damaged
during the construction of
Ramu Cantonment, which
was completed in 2014,

they said.

Emran Ahmed, a
conservator of the forest’s
wildlife management

and nature conservation
division, said there are still
at least 63 elephants living
within the Ramu corridor.

“Construction of the road
will destroy the elephant
corridor. Elephants relocate
locally as a result of habitat
loss and reduced migration,
which will result in more
elephant-human conflicts,”
said Ahmed.

Sharif Jamil, general
secretary of Bangladesh
Paribesh Andolan (Bapa),
said both public and private
organisations are carrying
outsystematic deforestation
in Cox’s Bazar.

“Infrastructure
development that
disregards the dangers of
deforestation is nothing but
a breach of Bangladesh’s
commitment to the Glasgow
Leader Declaration made at
COP 26,” said Jamil.

Bangladesh is among
the 141 signatory countries
that promised to end
deforestation by 2030 in
the 26th session of the
Conference of the Parties
(COP 26) in Glasgow last
year.

US ended
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query about freedom of
speech in Bangladesh, he
said, “People everywhere,
people anywhere have every
right to use their voice,
to assemble peacefully,
to make their aspirations
known in a way that is
peaceful and respects the
rule of law.”

Bangladesh has been
trying in different ways
to make sure that the
sanctions imposed on Rab
are withdrawn.

Peter Haas, US
ambassador to Bangladesh,
has maintained that they
will not withdraw sanctions
until  accountability  is
ensured and reforms made
to Rab.

Imminent

FROM PAGE 2

toppling them. The unrest
has underlined pent-up
frustrations over freedoms
and rights in Iran, with
many women joining in.

Human rights groups
say that Iran’s bloody
crackdown on the protests
has already claimed at least
108 lives.

The government has
described the protests as
a plot by Iran’s enemies
including the  United
States, accusing armed
dissidents — among others
— of violence in which at
least 20 members of the
security forces have been
reportedly  killed.  The
West has condemned the
crackdown on protesters
and slapped additional
sanctions on Tehran.

In August, the Furopean
Union submitted a final
draft of a modified nuclear
text for the 2015 agreement,
but there are key sticking
points between Tehran and
Washington and the UN
nuclear watchdog.

President Joe Biden is
“committed to not allowing
Iran to achieve a nuclear
weapons capability,” Kirby
said.

“The  president  still
believes that a diplomatic
way forward is the best way
forward to achieve that

outcome.
“At this time, the
Iranians have come

back with unreasonable
demands, many of which
have nothing to do with the
deal itself.”

In contrast, Iranian
foreign ministry
spokesman Nasser Kanani
said earlier this month
that the deal could still be
revived and that work was
ongoing.
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