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RU researchers 
develop five 
new banana 
varieties
STAFF CORRESPONDENT, 

Rajshahi

Researchers of Department 
of Biochemistry and 
Molecular Biology of 
Rajshahi University have 
developed at least five 
advanced varieties of 
banana. 

The new varieties were 
named as Mehersagar, 
Rongilasagor, Grand Nain, 
Sofri, and Agnissor.

RU Vice-Chancellor 
Prof Golam Sabbir Sattar 
handed over seedlings of 
the new varieties among 
the farmers in an event 
held at the department 
yesterday.

Prof Rezaul Karim and 
Prof Md Anwar Hossain 
jointly invented these 
banana varieties through 
tissue culture in the Plant 
Molecular Biotechnology 
Lab of the department in 
last one and a half years.

These bananas are 
nutritious and free of any 
virus, fungus and bacteria, 
Prof Anwar Hossain told 
this correspondent.

BNP-POLICE CLASH IN GAZIPUR

15 held, 54 sued
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Gazipur

Police filed a case against 54 people in connection 
with a clash with BNP men in Gazipur on Monday.

During the clash, 15 BNP men were arrested 
from the spot. Gazipur Sadar Police Station Sub-
inspector Al-Amin filed the case.

Confirming the development, OC Ziaul Islam 
of the police station said BNP central executive 
committee’s assistant health affairs secretary SM 
Rafiqul Islam Bachchu, Gazipur BNP President 
AKM Fazlul Haque Milon, General Secretary Shah 
Reazul Hannan and former general secretary Kazi 
Sayedul Alam Babul, among others, have been 
made accused in the case.

They have been charged with attacking police, 
obstructing government work and causing 
public suffering. The arrestees were sent to court 
yesterday afternoon, seeking a five-day remand.

According to the case statement, BNP and 
its associate bodies’ leaders and activists, led by 
Milon and Hannan, blocked Rajbari Road in front 
of the BNP office without permission on Monday 
afternoon. Police went to the spot and asked them 
to move away from the road but to no avail.

At one stage, BNP men attacked police with 
brickbats while police in retaliation fired several 
rounds of teargas shells and shotgun bullets to 
control the situation. SI Utpal, constables Kamrul 
Islam, Monir Hossain and Sabbir Hossain were 
injured in the incident.

BNP General Secretary Hannan said, “We 
have informed the police beforehand about the 
rally. But when we tried to take out a peaceful 
procession, they stopped us, snatched our banners 
and tore them.”

‘Secured women, 
secured society’
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Shaathi Bangladesh Limited, a social enterprise 
working to break the taboo around menstruation, 
celebrated International Day of The Girl Child with a 
day-long social campaign in Dhaka yesterday.

As a part of the campaign titled “Secured women, 
secured society”, Shaathi volunteers distributed 
reusable sanitary napkins to underprivileged girls at 
Jaago School in the capital’s Korail.

Besides, Shaathi volunteers were seen in different 
spots holding placards and distributing leaflets to 
passersby in Gulshan.

Mifrah Zahir, CEO and founder of Shaathi, said, 
“We’ve distributed over 180 reusable pads with at 
least 160 beneficiaries in the Korail slums as part of 
our campaign.”

“We have a sewing centre where 
underprivileged women can learn the skill for 
free and then earn a living by making reusable 
napkins,” she informed.

Operating in Bangladesh since 2020, Shaathi’s 
mission is to empower women and girls through 
the provision of locally produced Shaathi reusable 
sanitary pads and to promote menstrual practices 
that are safe, clean and eco-friendly.

Raising awareness 
on climate change, 
mental health
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

An awareness campaign on the correlation between 
climate change and mental health was held on 
Monday in Kamarkhola Union of Dakope upazila in 
Khulna to mark World Mental Health Day.  

Supported by the United Nations Development 
Programme (UNDP), Moner Bondhu, a winning 
start-up of Youth Co: Lab co-created by UNDP and 
Citi Foundation, organised the event aiming to 
address the psychological crisis brought about by 
the impacts of climate change, for the people in the 
coastal belt.

Nearly 50 climate victims from climate-
vulnerable areas across Khulna, were taught the 
strategies to build psycho-social resilience in their 
day-to-day struggle with the impacts due to natural 
disasters.

According to a recent report (2022), salinity, 
rising sea levels, and other adverse climate impacts 
could cause as many as 13.3 million people to leave 
their homes in the coastal areas of Bangladesh by 
2050. 

RMG workers 
block road 
for arrears
OUR CORRESPONDENT, 

Savar

Workers of an RMG factory 
blocked a road in Ashulia 
yesterday, demanding one-
month arrears. Following 
the blockade, long tailbacks 
were created on both sides 
of Tongi-Ashulia-EPZ road.

Around 9:00am, 
workers of Janoron 
Sweater blocked the road at 
Nischintapur and Jamgora 
points, also protesting an 
attack on them allegedly by 
outsiders on Monday.

Contacted, Zahirul 
Haque, managing director 
of Janoron Sweater Ltd, 
said that he was busy at a 
meeting at BGMEA over 
the issue and made no 
further comment.

Attending classes in 
ankle-deep water

PARTHA CHAKRABORTY, Bagerhat

Students of Gazi Azizul Haque 
Government Primary School in 
Bagerhat are doing classes in 
horrible conditions at a makeshift 
bamboo structure, with a roof 
made out of plastic sheets. 

During high tide and rain, the  
classroom goes under knee-deep 
water, adding to the woes of the 
children -- exposing them to cold 
related and skin diseases.

The status quo has prevailed for 
three months now, after parts of 
the ceiling of  the school’s main 
building fell off, where the  students 
nearly escaped a grave accident.

For obvious reasons, the 
dilapidated  building had to be 
abandoned, as it may collapse 
anytime.

Since then, classes have been 
going on in the makeshift place, 
which is covered by a tarpaulin roof. 

“We have to take lessons sitting 
in ankle-deep water. This is no 
way to attend classes,” said Shristy 
Karmakar, a fifth-grader of the 

school.
Waliur Rahman Gazi, president 

of the school’s managing 
committee, said they have set up 
the makeshift classroom with their 
own expenses. They still did not get 
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These primary school kids of Bagerhat have to take lessons in ankle-deep water, in a makeshift bamboo structure, exposing themselves to 
various health hazards. This photo was taken recently. PHOTO: STAR

The status quo has prevailed for three months now, after parts 

of the  ceiling of  the school’s main building fell off, where the  

students  nearly escaped a grave accident. The dilapidated  

building had to be abandoned, as it may collapse anytime.


