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However, due to the 
pandemic, the largest annual 
Muslim congregation was 
held on a limited scale in the 
last two years.

Around 60,100 
Bangladeshis performed 
hajj this year. 

The hajj was held on July 
8.

Al-Rabiah said there is 
no quota or ceiling for the 
number of umrah visas to 
be issued for Muslims all 
over the world.

“Any Muslim coming 
to the Kingdom with any 
type of visa can perform 
umrah,” he said. 

Besides, Al-Rabiah 
affirmed Saudi Arabia’s 
keenness on reducing the 
costs of performing hajj 
and umrah, saying that 
the matter is related to a 
number of factors.
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detectives traced the gang 
and arrested its members 
from Dhaka, Sunamganj, 
and Mymensingh during 
a three-day special 
drive, which started on 
October 6, Junaid Alam 
Sharker, additional deputy 
commissioner of DB, told 
The Daily Star.

Analysing last six months’ 
bank statements, detectives 
found transactions 
amounting to Tk 32.41 lakh 
in Ekram’s account, Tk 
39.43 lakh in Jahidul’s, Tk 
57.80 lakh in Abbas’, and Tk 
5.13 lakh in Sanowar’s.

Detectives said the gang 
would post advertisements 
on social media and 
messaging apps about 
providing NIDs, birth 
certificates, and Covid-19 
certificates within a day.

In the advertisement, the 
gang used to mention that 
it is capable of changing the 
name on birth certificates 
issued from any union 
parishad across the country 
for only Tk 600.

Sanowar’s job was 
to provide individuals’ 
information after going 
through the NID server. He 
used to charge only Tk 15 
for an individual’s details, 
say investigators.

Ekram, who could access 
the Surokkha server, was 
responsible for changing 
and updating people’s 
vaccination status. Jahidul 
used to collect information 
from Sanowar and provide 
it to Ekram for modifying 

vaccine details.
Abbas is responsible 

for providing certificates 
after collecting payment, 
investigators added.

ADC Junaid said they 
are now working to trace 
another gang member.

The arrestees have been 
involved in these activities 
for the last two years, he 
said. “We are trying to 
ascertain how much money 
they embezzled so far.”

Generally, an individual 
has to file a general diary and 
pay Tk 200 government-fee 
to get a copy of a lost NID 
card legally, but the gang 
provides it for just Tk 100, 
he mentioned.

“We are now checking 
how a gang member got 
an admin’s username and 
password for a government 
site like Surokkha. We are 
also looking into whether 
any health directorate or 
NID official is linked with 
the gang,” said ADC Junaid.

Contacted, NM Zeaul 
Alam, senior secretary 
of the information and 
communication technology 
division, yesterday told 
The Daily Star, “We have 
learned about this matter. 
We have provided a bunch 
of admin usernames and 
passwords to officials of 
the health directorate for 
investigation.”

“We are investigating 
the matter. Everything 
will be cleared after the 
investigation ends,” said 
Zeaul, whose division made 
the Surokkha app.
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Lawmaker 
Sheikh Anne 
Rahman 
passes away
UNB, Pirojpur

R e s e r v e d 
s e a t 
l a w m a k e r 
Sheikh Anne 
R a h m a n 
passed away 
at a hospital in Bangkok 
yesterday. 

She was 62 years old.
Prime Minister Sheikh 

Hasina expressed deep 
shock at her death.

In a condolence message, 
the prime minister 
expressed sympathy to the 
bereaved family and prayed 
for the eternal salvation of 
the departed soul.

Sheikh Anne, who had 
been suffering from cancer, 
breathed her last around 
1:00pm in Bangkok, said 
Goutam Narayan Roy 
Chowdhury, personal 
assistant of Fisheries and 
Livestock Minister SM 
Rezaul Karim.

She left behind her 
husband Sheikh Hafizur 
Rahman, cousin of 
Bangabandhu Sheikh 
Mujibur Rahman, a son 
and a daughter and a host 
of relatives to mourn her 
death. 

The body of Sheikh 
Anne Rahman will be 
brought back home today 
from Bangkok.

Youth takes charge
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activity of Plan 
International.

Every year, Plan 
International takes this 
initiative all over the world, 
marking  International 
Day of Girls on October 
11, under its “Girls Get 
Equal” campaign calling 
for increased investment in 
girls’ power, activism and 
leadership.

Marking  10 years of 
the programme, more 
than 40 girls symbolically 
took over the leading 
positions within politics, 
governance, diplomacy, 
business etc, to promote 
equality, freedom, and 
representation for girls 
and young women.

Norwegian Ambassador 
to Bangladesh Espen Rikter 

Svendsen said, “To end the 
discrimination of girls, we 
must focus on their agency, 
leadership, and ideas. The 
International Day of the 
Girl reminds us about 
the commitment to lift 
up women and girls, and 
build a society where they 
are empowered -- nothing 
should hinder girls from 
fulfilling their potential.”

Not bothered
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not worry about NID,” he 
added. Currently, NID-
related services are being 
provided under the EC, 
which has developed the 
NID database containing 
information on over 100 
million citizens aged above 
18.
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of which overlap each 
other, in the capital and 
adjacent areas, along with 
several hundred BRTC 
buses.  

Most of the private 
buses operate on a “trip 
basis” -- a system where bus 
owners receive a certain 
amount of money for each 
trip from the drivers, who 
often engaged in unhealthy 
competition to pick up 
more passengers.  

This mentality among 
bus drivers is a major 
reason behind road crashes 
and traffic congestion in 
the city.

In the given situation, 
transport experts 
recommended for 
rationalising the bus 
routes and bringing all 
public buses under a fixed 
number of companies for 
better regulation.

Late DNCC Mayor 
Annisul Huq had taken 
initiative in this regard, 
which did not see light due 
to his demise. Later, the 
government in September 
2018, formed a committee 

led by DSCC mayor in the 
chair to introduce the 
system and rationalise the 
route.

To introduce the 
system, the authorities 
preliminarily decided to 
introduce nine cluster 
under different colour and 
bring all the buses under 22 
companies and all routes 
under 42 routes. 

As per the decision, 
54 existing routes would 
be brought under eight 
routes (from Route 21 to 28) 
under “Green Cluster”. On 
December 26 last year, the 
new system was launched 
with 50 buses -- 20 from 
Trans Silva, a private bus 
operator and 30 double-
decker buses from BRTC on 
a pilot basis.

But the services can’t 
provide expected service 
to passengers, who often 
alleged that the buses pick 
up and drop off passengers 
randomly instead of 
dedicated stations.

On the other hand, 
operators alleged that the 
only dedicated buses should 
be operated on the route. But 
many buses without route 
permit operate on the routes 
due to poor monitoring by 
the authorities.

A BRTC official said 
the service isn’t  profitable 
for them as they have 
to provide all expenses 
for ticketing and station 
services and 35 percent 
of the daily income to the 
private bus operators.

An official of Dhaka 
Transport Coordination 
Authority (DTCA), which 
is providing secretariat 
service to the bus 
rationalisation committee, 
said non-cooperation from 
the bus owners is the main 
reasons behind the struggle 

of their piloting service. 
“We are trying to make 

the initiative successful, 
taking all stakeholders on 
board,” he said. 

He said among the 54 
routes, 34 are inside the 
city and they are expecting 
to launch buses in all 34 
routes within 2024. 

He also said they will 
form a company after 
introducing buses in all 
routes of the green cluster 
within next year. 

The Daily Star couldn’t 
contact Shabiha Parvin, 
executive director of DTCA, 
over phone for comments.

100 buses on 2 more routes

Attending
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any assistance from the 
government to repair the 
school building.

Contacted, Samir 
Kumar Chakraborty, the 
school’s headteacher, said 
the attendance of students 
is decreasing day by day. 

He also demanded 
the government take 
immediate measures to 
repair the school building.

The primary school, 
which is located at Singjor 
village of Bagerhat’s 
Morrelganj upazila, was 
established in 1949.

Since then, the school’s 
academic activities were 
going on in a tin-shed 
building, which was 
replaced by a concrete 
building with four 
classrooms in 1995.

Contacted, Jalal 
Uddin Khan, the upazila 
education officer, said, 
“We have already taken a 
decision to construct a tin-
shed building on the school 
premises. Later, we will 
reconstruct the concrete 
building in phases, once 
the funds are allocated.”


