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UN body
rejects debate
on China’s
rights record

REUTERS, Geneva

The UN rights council
yesterday rejected a
Western-led motion o
hold a debate about alleged
human rights abuses in
China’s Xinjiang region
after a UN report found
possible crimes against
humanity.

The defeat is only
the second time in the
council’s 16-year history
that a motion has been
rejected and is seen by
observers as a setback to
both accountability efforts
and the West’'s moral
authority on human rights.
The US, Canada and UK
were among the countries
that called for the motion.

China’s envoy warned
shortly before the vote that
the motion would create a
“dangerous shortcut” for
examining other countries’
human rights records.
“Today China is targeted.
Tomorrow  any  other
developing country will be
targeted,” said Chen Xu.

IRAN CRACKDOWN IN ZAHEDAN

82 killed since
Sept 30: Amnesty

AFP, Paris

At least 82 people have been killed by Iranian security
forces in the city of Zahedan in the southeastern Sistan
Baluchistan province since protests erupted there on
September 30, Amnesty International said yesterday.

In a violent crackdown after Friday prayers on
September 30, security forces killed at least 66 people,
including children, Amnesty said. Since then, 16 people
have been killed in an ongoing clampdown on protests,
it added, warning the real toll is likely to be even higher.

With Iran already convulsed by protests over the death
of Mahsa Amini who had been arrested by the Tehran
morality police, the protests in Zahedan were triggered by
anger over the reported rape of a teenage girl by a police
commander in the region.

Amnesty said that security forces fired “live
ammunition, metal pellets and teargas” at protesters,
bystanders and worshippers when a group of people
gathered for a protest outside a police station after Friday
prayers on September 30 in Zahedan. “Evidence gathered
by Amnesty International shows that the majority of
victims were shot in the head, heart, neck and torso,
revealing a clear intent to kill or seriously harm.”

It added that the firing had come from the “police
station rooftop”. At least three children were killed on
September 30. Iranian officials have characterised the
unrest as attacks by “extremists” on police stations that
left five members of the Revolutionary Guards dead.

A migrant hangs from a rope during a rescue operation following a shipwreck, on the island of Kythira, Greece, on Wednesday night. At least
18 people died, nearly all of them women, and about 30 more were still missing after two migrant boats sank in gale force winds off Greece,
the coastguard said yesterday, with survivors dramatically winched to safety.

Climate change made 2022
drought ‘20 times likelier’

Say scientists, warn that extreme dry periods will
become increasingly common with global heating

PHOTO: REUTERS

AFP, Paris

made this summer’s drought across
the Northern Hemisphere at least
20 times more likely, according to a
rapid analysis released Wednesday
that warns such extreme dry
periods will become increasingly
common with global heating.

The three months from June-
August were the hottest in Furope
since records began, and the
exceptionally high temperatures
led to the worst drought the
continent has witnessed since the
Middle Ages.

Crops withered in FEuropean
breadbaskets, as the historic dry
spell drove record wildfire intensity
and placed severe pressure on the
continent’s power grid.

Successive heatwaves between
June and July, which saw
temperatures top 40 degrees
Celsius in Britain for the first time,

saw some 24,000 excess deaths in
Europe.

China and North America
also experienced unusually high
temperatures and exceptionally low
rainfall over the period.

An international team of climate
scientists have determined the
warming caused by human activity
made such extreme weather
significantly more likely than it
would have been at the dawn of the
industrial age.

The World Weather Attribution
service  calculated that the
agricultural and ecological drought
over the Northern Hemisphere was
at least 20 times likelier thanks to
global heating.

“The 2022 summer has shown
how  human-induced climate
change is increasing the risks
of agricultural and ecological
droughts in densely populated
and cultivated regions of the
North Hemisphere,” said Sonia

Seneviratne, a professor at the
Institute for Atmospheric and
Climate Science at ETH Zurich in
Switzerland and one of the study
contributors.

To quantify the effect of human-
caused climate change on soil
moisture levels, the team analysed
weather data and computer
simulations to compare the real
climate as it is today - that is, some
1.2C hotter than pre-industrial
levels — with a climate absent of any
human-induced heating.

They found that western and
central Europe experienced
particularly severe drought.
Moisture in the top 7cm of soil
across the Northern Hemisphere
was made five times likelier to ex-
perience severe drought due to cli-
mate change, the study found.

For the top one metre of soil -
known as the root zone -- this sum-
mer’s dryness was made at least 20
times likelier due to global heating.

North Korea fires

ballistic missiles

Flies warplanes as it
blames US for ‘escalation’

AFP, Seoul

North Korea yesterday fired two ballistic missiles
and flew warplanes, while claiming its recent
blitz of sanctions-busting tests were necessary
countermeasures against joint military drills
by the United States and South Korea. As the
United Nations Security Council met to discuss
Pyongyang’s Tuesday launch of an intermediate-
range ballistic missile over Japan, North Korea
blamed Washington for “escalating the military
tensions on the Korean peninsula”. The recent
launches -~ six in less than two weeks - were
“the just counteraction measures of the Korean
People’s Army”, Pyongyang’s foreign ministry
said in a statement yesterday. Seoul, Tokyo and
Washington have ramped up joint military drills
in recent weeks, and carried out fresh exercises
yesterday involving a US navy destroyer from
the USS Ronald Reagan aircraft carrier’s strike
group. The United States redeployed the nuclear-
powered aircraft carrier to waters east of South
Korea as part of a broad-ranging military response
to Pyongyang’s Tuesday test, which also included
joint bombing and missile drills. The carrier’s
redeployment prompted an angry response from
the North. Seoul’s military said it had scrambled
30 fighter jets yesterday after 12 North Korean
warplanes staged a rare “formation flight north
of the inter-Korean air boundary [and] conducted
air-to-surface firing drills.”

Sonia Gandhi
joins Rahul-led
Congress march

OUR CORRESPONDENT, New Delhi
India’s Opposition Congress President Sonia
Gandhi yesterday joined the “Bharat Jodo Yatra”
(Unite India Street March) by her son Rahul in
Mandya town of the southern Indian state of
Karnataka, in her first participation in a public
event of the party
after a long gap. Amid
cheers and slogan-
shouting by party
workers, Sonia walked
besides Rahul Gandhi
and other leaders
in Mandya town of
Karnataka in a bid to
bolster the party’s pan-
India “Bharat Jodo”
(Unite India) campaign.
Sonia walked a short
distance, surrounded
by a large crowd of party workers, before getting
into a car. At one point of the street march, Rahul
Gandhi was seen kneeling next to his mother to
tie her shoelaces. Sonia was expected to address
a rally in Ballary to launch the party’s campaign
in BJP-ruled Karnataka that will go for fresh state
assembly elections in a few months.
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