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One killed, 8 
hurt as bridal 
microbus falls 
into ditch
OUR CORRESPONDENT, 

Thakurgaon

A woman was killed 
and eight others were 
injured as a microbus 
carrying a bridal party 
fell into a roadside ditch 
in Thakurgaon yesterday 
afternoon.

The accident occurred 
around 1:30pm on 
Ranishankoil-Haripur 
road at Balidara.

Shamima Akhter (55) 
from Chhoto Chandail 
village in Dhamrai 
-- who is the aunt of 
bridegroom Md Juwel 
-- died on the spot, said 
Ranishankoil Police 
Station Officer-in-
Charge SM Zahid Iqbal.

The microbus driver 
lost control over the 
steering that led to the 
accident, said the police 
official.

Locals took the 
injured, including Juwel, 
to Ranishankoil Upazila 
Health Complex.

Driver dies 
as tyre 
explodes
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The driver of a human 
haulier died after one of 
its tyres exploded while 
he was pumping air into 
it in Dhaka’s Hazaribagh 
area yesterday noon.

The driver -- Sujan 
Mia (26) from Chandpur 
-- stopped at a garage to 
pump air into a tyre. As 
he was doing so, the tyre 
exploded and parts of it 
hit him on the head. 

He was declared 
dead at Dhaka Medical 
College Hospital, Anwar 
Hossain, owner of the 
human haulier, told 
reporters at the hospital.

The body was sent to 
the hospital morgue for 
autopsy, said Inspector 
Bachchu Mia, in-charge 
of DMCH Police Outpost.

BNP is like a pole 
without power 
supply: Quader
BSS, Dhaka

Terming BNP’s politics “hopeless” and 
“unfruitful”, Awami League General 

Secretary Obaidul Quader yesterday 
compared their (BNP) politics to a 
pillar without having power supply. 

Saying that the recent power 
supply disruption due to national 

grid failure was a technical glitch, 
he said, “It [grid failure] can happen 

any time and it also happens in many 
countries in the world. But what matters is that 
how quickly the government can restore it.” 

He said the government successfully restored 
the power supply within couple of hours. 

Talking about the power grid failure in 2003, he 
asked the BNP secretary general how many days did 
it take to restore power supply then? He said the 
country remained without power for days during 
the BNP regime. “BNP had gifted the nation a 
“long-term nightmare” in the power sector.” 

22-day ban on netting 
hilsa underway
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Patuakhali

A 22-day ban on fishing hilsa in the sea and rivers started 
early yesterday. 

Catching, selling, and transporting of the fish will 
remain prohibited to protect the mother fish and ensure 
safe spawning during peak breeding season.

The ban will remain in place till October 
28, said Iftekhar Hossain, public 
relations officer of the fisheries and 
livestock ministry.According to 
the Patuakhali District Fisheries 
Office, the government has been 
imposing the ban since 2006. 

During the ban, all registered 
fishermen will be given 25kg of rice 
each this year, which was 20kg last 
year.

District Fisheries Officer Azharul Islam 
said the rice will be given to 63,848 registered fishermen 
of the district.

Siddique Majhi, a fisher from Alipur, said, “The ban gets 
imposed but we never get the government allocated rice. 
During the ban, we need this support for our survival.”

Will present outline 
for caretaker govt 
soon: Fakhrul
UNB, Dhaka

BNP Secretary General Mirza Fakhrul 
Islam Alamgir yesterday said their 

party will soon present a formula 
for a non-partisan polls-time 
caretaker government in the light 
of the repealed 13th amendment to 

the constitution.
“You’ll know the outline of the 

caretaker government at the right 
time…,” he told reporters after talks with 

the Bangladesh Labour Party and the National 
People’s Party (NPP), two components of the 
20-party alliance.

The BNP leader said their caretaker government 
formula is being framed in accordance with article 
58(B) (C) (D) that were included in the Constitution 
through the 13th amendment. 

As part of their second phase of talks to forge 
national unity for a united movement, Fakhrul sat 
with the parties at BNP Chairperson’s Gulshan 
office.

In 1994, Awami League spearheaded a 
campaign for installing a non-partisan caretaker 
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The Modhumuti Bridge (locally known as Kalna 
Bridge) in Narail and the third Shitalakkhya bridge in 
Narayanganj, inset, will be officially inaugurated by the 
prime minister on Monday. PHOTO: STAR

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Two more major roadway bridges -- 
believed to be boosting the internal 
communication of the region and 
beyond -- are going to be opened to 
the public on Monday.

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina 
will inaugurate the Modhumoti 
Bridge (locally known as Kalna 
Bridge) in Narail and the 3rd 
Shitalakhya Bridge in Narayanganj 
virtually from Gono Bhaban.

Sultana Yasmin, joint secretary 
of the Road Transport and 
Highway Division, confirmed the 
development to The Daily Star 
yesterday.

The construction of Kalna 
Bridge -- the first six-lane bridge 
in the country -- will fill up the last 
missing link of Asian Highway-1 
and cut the distance between 
Dhaka and Jashore significantly.

Meanwhile, the 3rd Shitalakhya 
Bridge will establish a direct linkage 
between Narayanganj and Bandar 
upazila, ultimately connecting 
two major national highways -- 
Dhaka-Chattogram and Dhaka-
Mawa-Bhanga-Barishal-Patuakhali 
highways.

The development came over 
three months after the government 
opened the long-cherished Padma 
Bridge in June and a month 

after the opening of Bangamata 
Begum Fazilatunnesa Mujib 8th 
Bangladesh-China Friendship 
Bridge in Pirojpur last month.

The new bridges will boost 
connectivity further, said Syed 
Moinul Hasan, additional 
chief engineer (planning and 
maintenance wing) of the Roads 
and Highways Department (RHD), 
the implementing agency of the 
projects.

The Asian Highway-1 route, 
connecting Meghalaya with India’s 
West Bengal via Sylhet-Dhaka-
Narail-Jashore, earlier had two 
missing links -- the Padma Bridge 

A further boost 
to connectivity

PM to inaugurate Kalna, 3rd Shitalakhhya bridges on Monday

SEE PAGE 4 COL 4

ZILLA PARISHAD POLLS

AL rebel candidate’s 
men attacked by MP, 
supporters in Rajshahi
STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Rajshahi

Lawmaker Md Ayeen Uddin of Rajshahi-3 (Paba-
Mohonpur) constituency and his men have allegedly 
attacked supporters of an Awami League rebel candidate 
of Rajshahi Zilla Parishad election, to be held on October 
17.

In a complaint submitted to the returning officer, 
chairman candidate Md Akteruzzaman Akter brought 
the allegation.

According to the complaint, three of Akter’s supporters 
were assaulted by the lawmaker’s men on Wednesday 
night while they were pasting posters near Dhuroil Union 
Parishad office in Mohonpur upazila.

They damaged the posters and confined the three to a 
room of the union parishad, it added. 

Hours later, Akter’s election coordinator Abu Raihan 
Masud and 11 of his associates went to the spot to rescue 
the three. The lawmaker’s men also assaulted them.

At that time, the lawmaker beat some of Akter’s men, 
according to the allegation.

Police rescued the 15 eventually.
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