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Over 20km of embankments
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Subidkhali Union Parishad, 
said the dykes have broken 
in at least five places 
from Subidkhali Bazar to 
Mehendiabad village.

Madhabkhali UP 
Chairman Kazi Mizanur 
Rahman Lovelu said 
following the dyke 
collapse, people 
especially the farmers, 
in North Madhabkhali, 
Kismatpur Bhutia Bazar, 
Kanki Rampur and 
Charchailabunia are 
suffering the most.

Abul Bashar, a farmer 
from West Lalua village in 
Kalapara upazila, echoed 
Lovelu.

The tidal water even 
entered different areas 
of Patuakhali town from 
September 11 to 13.

According to Patuakhali 
Meteorological Office, 
about 250 mm of rain was 
recorded in those three 
days.

According to WDB 
sources, all the rivers were 
flowing above the danger 
level of 35 cm at that time. 

Around 100 chars in 
Galachipa, Dashmina, 
Rangabali, Kalapara, 
Baufal and Mirzaganj 
upazilas were under 3 to 5 
feet water.

The premises of Char 
Borhan Union Parishad 
in Dashmina upazila 
and several educational 
institutions were 
submerged.

The sluice gates at the 
town’s new market, Sadar 
Road, Post Office Road and 
SDO Road have remained 
dysfunctional for a long 
time. 

As a result, roads in 
several areas, including 
Mahila College Road had 
got inundated.

However, the water in 
the town receded later on. 

About the overall 
situation, Patuakhali 
Deputy Commissioner 
Mohammad Kamal 
Hossain said instructions 
were given to the 
authorities concerned to 
repair the embankments.

In this regard, WDB’s 
Arif Hossain said Tk 20 

crore is required for repair 
work. 

He also said they 
informed the water 
resources ministry of the 
matter.

Once the fund is 
confirmed, the dykes will 
be fixed as soon as possible, 
mentioned the official.

The journey goes on
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through this bridge, said 
the journey is a major 
worry. “The bridge’s pillars 
are damaged. It’s now 
standing on additional iron 
beams put in place beside 
the main pillars. We have 
no other choice but to use 
this bridge.”

A lot of passengers cross 
the bridge on foot, when 
the train stops right before 
getting on the structure, he 
said.

Talking to The Daily Star, 
Birbol Mondol, divisional 
railway executive engineer 
of Paksey, said due to 
the bridge’s age, most of 
the pillars have become 
structurally weak. So, 
repair work is underway.

“We have started work 
on the affected parts, 
setting up iron pillars 
beside the original ones. In 
this way, we are fortifying 
the old bridge,” Birbol said.

Although the bridge 
is old, there is no risk of 
accidents, he claimed.

Visiting the area last 
week, this correspondent 
found that repair work 
has been halted but train 
movement continues.

“We supported two 
pillars with iron beams a 
couple of months ago, and 
work has been suspended 
due to the high water level,” 
said Md Saju Sheikh, an 
employee of Max RTC, a 
construction firm working 
on the bridge. After the 

water level goes down, work 
to fortify the other pillars 
will resume, he said.

Talking to this 
correspondent, Md 
Anwar Hossain, divisional 
transportation officer of 
Paksey, said, “All trains are 
halted when they reach 
the bridge. Loco-masters 
then run trains slowly 
to mitigate risks of any 
untoward situation.” 

Due to this, the trains 
run five to 10 minutes 
behind schedule, he said.

“This is the most 
important spot of the 
Ishwardi-Joydebpur line, so 
we are trying to complete 
repair work as soon as 
possible,” said Birbol. 

Theft in power sector behind
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Mahmud Tuku’s Asad Gate 
residence in the capital.

Fakhrul, along with 
another BNP standing 
committee member 
Amir Khosru Mahmud 
Chowdhury, went to Tuku’s 
house as he fell sick.

Earlier on Tuesday, 
power supply across the 
country was disrupted 
for nearly seven hours, 
plunging most areas into 
a blackout following the 

failure of the national 
power grid.

Fakhrul said the 
government used to brag 
about attaining self-
sufficiency in electricity 
and having the capacity to 
produce more power than 
the country’s demand, but 
people are regularly facing 
power outages.

The BNP leader said the 
blackout has manifested 
because the ruling party 
leaders made a huge 

amount of money by taking 
various projects in the 
power sector, but failed to 
ensure real and sustainable 
development.

“The current 
government is taking 
unplanned projects and 
plundering public money as 
there is no accountability,” 
said Fakhrul.

He also said it will be 
difficult for the nation to 
survive if this government is 
not removed immediately.

A ticking time bomb?
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haphazardly, many 
building owners shut the 
vent to get rid of the bad 
odour. In the process, they 
activate a ticking time 
bomb,” he said.

A septic system is 
an onsite wastewater 
treatment system that 
processes and purifies 
household waste (effluent). 
The effluent consists of 
blackwater (toilet wastes) 
and gray water (kitchen 

sink, bathtub and laundry 
wastes).

He said Wasa prepared 
a 15-year sewerage master 
plan in 2015 intending to 
bring 100 percent of its 
areas under the sewerage 
network. However, only one 
among the proposed five 
sewerage treatment plants 
is now near completion.

Dasherkandi sewerage 
treatment plant is now 
awaiting inauguration. 

After a fire incident 

at Moghbazar, Director 
(Technical) of Dhaka Wasa 
AKM Shahid Uddin said 
they maintain the sewerage 
lines every year. He said 
they can cover 20 percent 
of areas through sewerage 
networks, out of which, 70 
percent are effective.

“We are upgrading the 
existing one and working 
to set up the rest of the four 
treatment plants at Uttara, 
Mirpur and Rayerbazar,” he 
said.  

Maritime ports
FROM PAGE 3

bulletin.
Also, showers are likely 

to occur at a few places 
over Chattogram, Barishal, 
Dhaka and Rajshahi 
divisions with moderately 
heavy to heavy falls at 
isolated places over the 
country, it said.

Meanwhile, the maritime 
ports of Chattogram, 
Cox’s Bazar, Mongla and 
Payra have been advised 
to hoist local cautionary 
signal-3 as a low-pressure 
area has formed over the 

west central Bay of Bengal 
and the adjoining Andhra 
coast.

Under its influence, 
squally weather may 
affect the maritime 
ports, the North Bay and 
adjoining coastal areas of 
Bangladesh, said a special 
bulletin of the Met office.

All fishing boats and 
trawlers in the North Bay 
and the deep sea have been 
advised to remain close 
to the coast and proceed 
with caution until further 
notice, it added.  

Two members
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Apart from the car drivers, 
one of the gang members 
used to bump into 
pedestrians and initiate 
a quarrel. Then, others 
rushed there, beat up the 
passer-by and fled taking 
away his valuables, said the 
police officer. 

Locally known as 
“Ganjam Party”, the gang 
of eight to 10 members 
used to roam on different 
city streets and snatched 
mobile phones, laptops 
and other valuables from 
people in similar manner, 
said police.

Dhaka hopes
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the council. But when you 
have voting power, you get 
more time and an active role 
on the issues,” the official 
told this correspondent.

He said oftentimes, 
the developed countries 
emphasise political rights 
while developing countries 
urge socio-economic 
and cultural rights in the 
council.

“So, we try to ensure our 
rights on the global stage,” 
the official added.

There is currently a 
US sanction against Rab 
and seven of its current 
and former officials 
due to allegations of 
extrajudicial killings and 
enforced disappearances. 
Bangladesh generally 
denies the allegations but 
says that it punishes law 
enforcers if allegations are 
proven. It is also engaging 
with the US and UN on the 
issue.

Asked if these aspects 
can affect voting in the 
elections, the official 
concerned said there is 

no scope for this under 
the UN norms. The voting 
is more of a diplomatic 
issue and depends on 
Bangladesh’s performance 
and seriousness centring 
the council mandate.

Foreign Minister Momen 
said Bangladesh is always 
vocal about human rights 
anywhere in the world. 
Despite the country’s 
limited resources, the 
country has sheltered more 
than a million Rohingyas 
and continues to help 
them.

The country also greatly 
contributes to world peace 
by sending a large number 
of peacekeepers for UN 
missions, he said.

Can’t sell rice
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value during the 
modification. 

At a views-exchange 
meeting yesterday, the 
cabinet secretary praised 
scientists and organisations 
for their role in inventing 
rice varieties.

Secretary of Agriculture 
Ministry Sayedul Islam 
and BRRI Director General 
Dr Shahjahan Kabir were 
present at the meeting 
among others. 

Address climate
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The former vice chancellor 
of Brac University also 
stressed preparing the 
sectoral NAP based on the 
realities of the country.

During the interactive 
session, speakers stressed 
the coordination among 
different ministries in 
implementing the NAP.

Prof Md Zillur 
Rahman, chairman of the 
Department of Disaster 
Science and Climate 

Resilience, also the dean 
of the Faculty of Earth and 
Environmental Sciences at 
Dhaka University, stressed 
the need for sectoral plan 
focusing on climate change 
on health. 

“The health sector is 
already lagging, which is 
why the sectoral plan is 
crucial,” he added. 

Speakers also stressed 
thorough research for 
making an evidence-based 
decision. 

Nilphamari farmers
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also got severely ill with 
identical symptoms in and 
around the same time.

Experts said they are 
suffering from lumpy 
skin disease (LSD),  a viral 
infection that affects cattle. 
It is transmitted by blood-
feeding insects, such as 
certain species of flies and 
mosquitoes.

The disease causes fever, 
lumps on the skin and can 
also lead to death. Cattle 
farmer Ferdous Mia of 
Uttor Durakuthi claimed 
that over 1,000  cattle have 
been infected in the district 
in the last one month. 

Many of them are 
petrified as some of the 
cattle died and there isn’t 

any specific vaccines for the 
disease.

Cattle farming is a 
popular business in 
Nilphamari. There are 
around 400 registered 
cattle farms and 150 
unregistered ones in the 
district, and seven lakh 
animals are reared  in 
different farms.

Affected farmers 
reported that initially 
small lumps are seen in the 
infected cow’s skin, which 
turn into sores within 2-3 
days, alongside discharge 
of dense fluid.

The animals slowly 
develop high fever and 
strong aversion to food, 
and the flesh finally starts 

rotting, making the 
condition critical.

Sadar upazila livestock 
officer Shahidul Islam 
said, “Lumpy skin disease 
usually spreads by flies and 
mosquitoes. So farmers’ 
household should be kept 
clean and the infected 
cattle must be separated 
from others under 
mosquito net.”

Monakka Ali, district 
livestock officer, said 500 
cattle are infected with LSD  
in Nilphamari, of which 
450 are being treated. 

“We also ran 40 medical 
camps and vaccinated 
over 10,000 cattle. The 
vaccination drive is still 
underway,” he added

Whom do we
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long time ago. Since then, 
our operational cost has 
increased because of 
the fuel hike. So we are 
rightfully charging the 
extra amount.”

Nawazis Rahman Biswas, 
executive engineer of 
Rajbari RHD, told The Daily 
Star that he did not receive 
any official allegations over 
the matter.

“If they are charging 
extra, they will be warned 
as per rules. There is a 
provision to cancel the 
contract if the same act 
is repeated even after a 
warning. But this is a long 
process,” he said.
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Waste of money or lack of 
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to illegal stands of CNG-
run auto-rickshaws. 
Besides, the overbridge also 
occupied a lot of space, 
further narrowing the 
road,” said a businessman 
of Madhuban Market, 
seeking anonymity.

While visiting the 
sites, his correspondent 
witnessed people crossing 
the roads without using the 
foot overbridges.

Only a handful of people 
looking for “private space” 
to smoke and click a few 
pictures were seen strolling 
on the bridges.

Md Rafiqul Islam, a 
pedestrian at Bandarbazar, 
said, “What is the point of 
using the overbridge when 
I can cross the narrow road 
in a few seconds? Besides, 
there’s always gridlock as 
this structure has further 

narrowed down the road.”
Contacted, Bidhayak Roy 

Choudhury, chief executive 
officer of SCC, said, “Foot 
overbridges in busy roads 
are  important for the 
safety of pedestrians. But 
they lack awareness, and we 
cannot force people to use 
the overbridges.”

“With limited resources, 

we are unable to build 
mass awareness. If citizen 
organisations come 
forward, we will be happy 
to help in such awareness 
campaigns,” he said.

Mayor Ariful Haque 
Choudhury could not be 
contacted despite repeated 
attempts.


