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Musk’s tweet 
on Ukraine 
peace plan 
causes uproar
REUTERS

Billionaire Elon Musk on 
Monday asked Twitter users 
to weigh in on a plan to end 
Russia’s war in Ukraine 
that drew condemnation 
from Ukrainians, including 
President Zelensky.

Musk, the world’s 
richest person, proposed 
UN-supervised elections in 
four occupied regions that 
Moscow last week moved 
to annex.  “Russia leaves if 
that is will of the people,” 
Musk wrote.

He suggested that 
Crimea, which Moscow 
seized in 2014, be formally 
recognised as Russia, that 
water supply to Crimea be 
assured and that Ukraine 
remain neutral. 

Facing criticism, Musk 
said he didn’t care if his 
proposal was unpopular.

“Russia has )3 times 
population of Ukraine, 
so victory for Ukraine is 
unlikely in total war. If you 
care about the people of 
Ukraine, seek peace,” he 
posted on Twitter.

Journos slam Turkey 
‘disinformation’ bill
AFP, Ankara

Turkish journalist organisations yesterday 
denounced a government-backed bill that could 
see offenders jailed for three years for spreading 
“disinformation”, saying it threatened freedom 
of expression. The bill, due to before parliament 
Tuesday after being floated by the ruling AKP party 
in May, would force social media networks and 
internet sites to hand over details of users suspected 
of “propagating misleading information”. 
Journalists, accompanied by opposition lawmakers, 
wore black masks in protest and unfurled banners: 
“Press is free”, “No to the censorship law” and “free 
press is essential to democracy”. As well as risking 
prison, journalists found to have broken the new 
law could also lose their press cards.

North Korea fires 
missile over Japan
Japan, US hold joint drill
AGENCIES

Nuclear-armed North Korea test-fired a ballistic missile 
farther than ever before yesterday, sending it soaring over 
Japan, for the first time in five years, and prompting a 
warning for residents there to take cover.

It was the first North Korean missile to follow such a 
trajectory since 2017, and its estimated 4,600 km (2,850 
mile) range was the longest travelled by a North Korean 
test missile, which are usually “lofted” high into space to 
avoid flying over neighboring countries.

In response to the test, US and South Korean warplanes 
practiced bombing a target in the Yellow Sea and Japan 
warned its citizens to take cover and suspended some 
train services while the missile passed over its north 
before falling into the Pacific Ocean.

It was the latest in an escalating cycle of muscle flexing 
in the region. A US aircraft carrier made a port call in South 
Korea for the first time since 2018 on Sept. 23, and North 
Korea has conducted five launches in the last 10 days.

The period has also seen joint drills by the United 
States, South Korea and Japan, and a visit to the region 
by US Vice President Kamala Harris, who stood at the 
fortified border between the Koreas and accused the 
North of undermining security.

North Korea accuses the United States and its allies of 
threatening it with exercises and defense buildups.

In the US and South Korean response to the North’s test 
on Tuesday, a South Korean air force F-15K jet dropped 
a pair of guided bombs on a target off its west coast, in 
what South Korea’s military called a demonstration of 
precision strike capability against the source of North 
Korean provocations.

Prison chief 
killed in J&K
REUTERS, Srinagar

The chief of the prison 
service in Indian Kashmir 
has been murdered, police 
said yesterday, as the 
powerful interior minister 
visited the disputed 
Himalayan region that has 
been riven by a decades-
long insurgency.

The body of Hemant 
Kumar Lohia, 57, the 
region’s director general 
of prisons, was found at his 
home on Monday night in 
the Jammu region, police 
said.

Police said a household 
helper was the main 
suspect but an Islamist 
militant group, the People’s 
Anti-Fascist Front (PAFF), 
said it had targeted and 
killed Lohia.

Senior police officer 
Mukesh Singh said Lohia’s 
throat had been cut and his 
body bore burns. The initial 
investigation suggested it 
was not a “terror act” but 
police were investigating, 
he said.

Police have blamed 
groups like the PAFF 
for targeted killing but 
militants have not killed any 
security official of Lohia’s 
seniority in recent years.

“This is just a beginning 
of such high profile 
operations,” the PAFF said 
in a statement on social 
media, adding that the 
killing were a “small gift” to 
Home Minister Amit Shah, 
who arrived in Kashmir on 
Monday on a three-day visit.

DEFAMATION CASE

Trump sues 
CNN, seeks 
$475 million
REUTERS

Former US president 
Donald Trump sued CNN 
for defamation on Monday, 
seeking $475 million in 
punitive damages.

Trump, a Republican, 
claims in the 29-page 
lawsuit, filed in US District 
Court in Fort Lauderdale, 
Florida,  that CNN had 
a long track record of 
criticizing him but had 
ramped up its attacks in 
recent months because 
the network feared that 
he would run again for 
president in 2024.

In a statement, the former 
president said he would be 
filing lawsuits against other 
major media companies 
“in the coming weeks and 
months,” and that he could 
even take action against a 
congressional committee 
probing the Jan 6, 2021, 
attack on the US Capitol by 
his supporters.

Avalanche in  
India killls 4 
mountaineers
AFP, New Delhi

At least four mountaineers 
were killed yesterday in an 
avalanche in the Indian 
Himalayas, with around 25 
others stuck in a crevasse, 
officials said.

Media reports put the 
toll at 10 following the 
incident at around 16,000 
feet (4,880 metres) in 
Uttarakhand involving 
a group of around 40 
people.

“We have confirmation 
of four deaths out of 
the 33 people trapped. 
Around eight of them 
have already been rescued 
and the rest are trapped 
in a crevasse,” Ridhim 
Aggarwal from the State 
Disaster Response Force 
told AFP.

The group included 
34 trainees from a local 
mountaineering institute 
and seven instructors, 
the Nehru Institute of 
Mountaineering said in a 
statement.

The avalanche struck 
at around 8:45 am (0315 
GMT) on the 5,670-metre 
Mount Draupadi ka 
Danda-II.

Merkel wins UN 
refugee prize
AFP, Geneva

Former German chancellor Angela Merkel 
yesterday won the United Nations refugee agency’s 
prestigious Nansen Award, receiving praise for 

her determination to protect 
asylum seekers while in office. 

Pointing to the more than 
1.2 million refugees and 
asylum seekers welcomed 
by Germany in 2015 and 
2016, at the height of 
migrant crisis sparked 

especially by the war in 
Syria, the UNHCR selection 

committee hailed Merkel’s 
“leadership, courage and 

compassion.” The annual Nansen 
Award was created in 1954 in honour of the first 
UN High Commissioner for Refugees, Norwegian 
Arctic explorer and humanitarian Fridtjof Nansen, 
to mark outstanding work on behalf of refugees.

Migrants from sub-Saharan Africa sit in a makeshift boat that was being used to transport them to the Italian coast, as they are found by 
Tunisian authorities about 50 nautical miles in the Mediterranean Sea off the coast of Tunisia’s central city of Sfax yesterday. PHOTO: AFP

‘No-one will escape’ crisis
Calls for more funding as pre-COP27 climate talks open 

AFP, Kinshasa

Warning “no-one will escape” a 
worsening crisis, DR Congo has led 
calls for a surge in funding to brake 
global heating and fight its impacts 
at the start of pre-COP27 climate 
talks in Kinshasa.

The haggle comes ahead of 
COP27 -- the UN’s 27th summit-
level gathering on climate change, 
which is due to take place in Egypt 
next month.

At opening ceremonies in 
the DRC’s parliament building, 
Congolese Environment Minister 
Eve Bazaiba on Monday called 
on countries to respect financial 
pledges and endorse plans to help 
compensate climate-inflicted 
damage.

“Unless a global effort is made... 
no-one will escape,” Bazaiba 
warned. “We all breathe the same 
air.”

Egyptian Foreign Minister 
Sameh Shoukry also stressed the 
need for more money, noting an 
unfulfilled promise -- dating back 
to COP15 in Copenhagen in 2009 
-- to provide developing countries 
with $100 billion dollars a year to 

fight climate change.
Deputy UN Secretary-General 

Amina Mohammed offered a 
gloomy update on the battle today.

“All indicators on climate are 
heading in the wrong direction,” 
she said.

Delegates from over 50 countries 

are attending the two-day informal 
talks in Kinshasa, including US 
climate envoy John Kerry. The 
event winds up on Wednesday with 
side discussions.

No formal announcements 
are expected in what is billed as a 
ground-clearing exercise ahead 
of the next month’s conference, 
taking place in Sharm el-Sheikh 
from November 6-18.

UN Secretary-General Antonio 
Guterres, in New York, urged the 

world to act at the pre-COP27 talks 
against what he called “a life-or-
death struggle for our own safety 
today and our survival tomorrow”.

“A third of Pakistan flooded. 
Europe’s hottest summer in 500 
years. The Philippines hammered. 
The whole of Cuba in black-out. 
And here, in the United States, 
Hurricane Ian has delivered a 
brutal reminder that no country 
and no economy is immune from 
the climate crisis,” he said.

Greater support from wealthier 
countries, historically the world’s 
biggest carbon polluters, to their 
poorer counterparts is expected to 
dominate the talks.

The last UN climate summit, 
COP26 in Glasgow in November 
2021, reaffirmed the goal -- agreed 
in Paris in 2015 -- of limiting the rise 
in the Earth’s average temperature 
to well below 2.0 degrees Celsius 
above pre-industrial levels and 
pursuing efforts to limit it to 1.5C.

However, the latter goal may 
already be beyond reach as the 
Earth’s temperature is already 1.2C 
higher than before the Industrial 
Revolution.

It’s important that scientists 
keep their international 

community at a time when 
the world is not so nice, 
and where nationalism 
is taking over in many 

countries.

Alain Aspect, Nobel physics 
laureate, urges scientists to stand 

against ‘nationalism’


