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Hurricane Ian 
veers toward 
Carolinas
Rescuers racing 
to reach residents 
along Gulf Coast

REUTERS, Fort Myers

A resurgent Hurricane Ian 
yesterday barrelled north 
toward a second landfall 
in South Carolina, a day 
after carving a path of 
destruction across central 
Florida that left rescue 
crews racing to reach 
trapped residents along the 
state’s Gulf Coast.

Ian, which had weakened 
to a tropical storm during 
its march across Florida, 
was upgraded to a Category 
1 hurricane as it churned 
toward South Carolina 
above the Atlantic Ocean, 
with maximum sustained 
wind speeds of 85 mph, 
the US National Hurricane 
Center (NHC) said.

The hurricane was 
forecast to hit near low-
lying Charleston, South 
Carolina, about 2:00 pm 
ET yesterday, bringing 
potentially life-threatening 
flooding, storm surges and 
winds. Hundreds of miles 
of coastline, stretching 
from Georgia to North 
Carolina, were under a 
hurricane warning.

Police in the Isle of 
Palms yesterday posted a 
video showing dark skies 
above rough white-cap 
waves near the shoreline as 
gusty winds blew across the 
beach-front community on 
a barrier island in South 
Carolina.

The extent of damage 
in Florida, where Ian first 
came ashore on Wednesday 
as one of the most powerful 
storms ever to hit the US 
mainland, became more 
apparent on Thursday 
as emergency crews 
began reaching stranded 
residents. The death toll 
remains uncertain.

An aerial view of boats crashed in a harbour after Hurricane Ian caused widespread destruction in Fort Myers Beach, Florida, US, on 
Thursday. NBC News reported that at least 10 people had died, while CNN put the toll at 17 as of late Thursday. PHOTO: STAR

Suspended PM can 
resume office
Thai court rules

REUTERS, Bangkok

Thailand’s Constitutional Court yesterday ruled Prime 
Minister Prayuth Chan-ocha had not exceeded the 
maximum eight years allowed in office, clearing the 
way for the former coup leader’s return from a five-
week suspension.

“The accused ... has been in the prime minister 
position not exceeding the limit stipulated by the 
constitution,” a judge said in a 25-minute televised 
reading. “Therefore he is not disqualified.” 

The case was brought by the opposition Pheu Thai 
party, whose government was toppled eight years ago 
by then-army chief Prayuth. 
Despite portraying himself as a reluctant leader want-
ing to hold power only briefly, Prayuth served as prime 
minister of a junta until an election in 2019, after which 
parliament chose him to remain premier.

Cholera outbreaks 

surging worldwide
Says WHO official

AFP, Geneva

After years of decline, the planet is now witnessing 
a “worrying upsurge” in cholera outbreaks, the 
World Health Organization warned yesterday. 
In the first nine months of this year alone, 26 
countries have reported cholera outbreaks, the 
WHO said, adding that between 2017 and 2021, 
fewer than 20 nations reported outbreaks per year. 
“After years of declining numbers, we are seeing 
a worrying upsurge of cholera outbreaks around 
the globe over the past year,” Philippe Barboza, 
the WHO’s team lead on cholera and epidemic 
diarrheal diseases, told reporters in Geneva. “Not 
only do we have more outbreaks, but the outbreaks 
themselves are larger and more deadly.” He said 
the average case fatality rate reported in 2021 had 
almost tripled when compared to the five previous 
years. Barboza said that alongside traditional 
triggers for cholera such as poverty and conflict, 
climate change was increasingly part of the mix. 
“Extreme climate events like floods, cyclones and 
droughts further reduce the access to clean water 
and create an ideal environment for cholera to 
thrive,” he said.

UK avoids recession 
in boost for Truss
AFP, London

Britain is not yet in recession, revised 
data showed yesterday in a boost for 
under-fire Prime Minister Liz Truss, 
but its economy may still face a 
downturn on soaring interest rates.

Gross domestic product expanded 
0.2 percent in the second quarter, said 
the Office for National Statistics in an 
upgrade from its previous estimate of 
a 0.1-percent contraction.

Even if the economy has shrunk in 
the current third quarter that ended 
yesterday, as the Bank of England 
forecasts, it would mean the UK had 
avoided two successive quarters of 
contraction -- the technical definition 
of a recession.

The turnaround follows a rough 
week for new PM Truss as the 
country’s borrowing costs soared 
and the pound hit a record dollar-
low after her government announced 
a controversial budget plan on 
September 23 that included a cap on 
soaring energy bills.

Truss and Finance Minister Kwasi 
Kwarteng met yesterday with Britain’s 
fiscal watchdog to discuss the 
economic and fiscal outlook in the 
wake of last week’s announcement of 
also debt-fuelled tax cuts.
“We will deliver the first iteration of 
that forecast” next week, the Office 
for Budget Responsibility said in a 
statement after the meeting.

Myanmar rebels 
shoot airliner
Says junta; passenger hurt
AFP, Yangon

A passenger on board a Myanmar domestic flight 
was shot in the face yesterday when rebels opened 
fire on the plane as it landed, the country’s military 
junta said. A bullet passed through the fuselage of 
the Myanmar National Airlines plane as it made 

its descent carrying 63 
people into Loikaw, the 
capital of eastern Kayah 
state. Myanmar has been 
in turmoil since a military 
coup ousted the civilian 
government of Aung 
San Suu Kyi in February 
last year, with thousands 
killed in a crackdown 
on dissent. The plane, 
flying from the capital 

Naypyidaw, came under fire at a height of around 
1,000 metres (3,280 feet), about six kilometres (3.7 
miles) north of Loikaw airport yesterday morning, 
the junta said in a statement.


