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India’s SC 
legalises 
abortion
REUTERS, New Delhi

India’s top court yesterday 
upheld the right of a 
woman to an abortion up 
to 24 weeks into pregnancy 
regardless of marital status, 
a decision widely hailed by 
women’s rights activists.

“Even an unmarried 
woman can undergo 
abortion up to 24 weeks 
on par with married 
women,” said Justice D.Y. 
Chandrachud of India’s 
Supreme Court, holding 
that a woman’s marital 
status could not decide her 
right to abort. 
“The decision to have or 
not to have an abortion is 
borne out of complicated 
life circumstances, which 
only the woman can choose 
on her own terms without 
external interference or in-
fluence,” the court ruling 
said.
It added that every woman 
should have the “repro-
ductive autonomy” to seek 
abortion, without consult-
ing a third party. 

US Vice President Kamala Harris tours South Korea’s heavily fortified border with the nuclear-armed North yesterday, part of a trip aimed at 
strengthening the security alliance with Seoul. North Korea fired a ballistic missile off its east coast yesterday, South Korea’s Joint Chiefs of 
Staff said, following the firing of two short-range ballistic missiles a day earlier. PHOTO: AFP

MAHSA AMINI PROTESTS

Iran targets media, 
celebrities
AFP, Paris

Iran yesterday stepped up pressure on celebrities 
and journalists over the wave of women-led protests 
sparked by outrage over the death of Mahsa Amini 
after she was arrested by the Islamic republic’s morality 
police.

Filmmakers, athletes, musicians and actors have 
backed the demonstrations, and many saw it as a signal 
when the national football team remained in their 
black tracksuits when the anthems were played before 
a match in Vienna against Senegal. “We will take action 
against the celebrities who have fanned the flames 
of the riots,” Tehran provincial governor Mohsen 
Mansouri said, according to the ISNA news agency.

Hurricane 
Ian batters 
Florida
Residents search 

for missing

REUTERS, Venice

Rescue workers and 
residents of Florida’s Gulf 
Coast searched for missing 
people and picked up the 
pieces from wrecked homes 
yesterday after Hurricane 
Ian tore through the 
area with howling winds, 
torrential rains and raging 
surf.

One of the mightiest 
storms to hit the US 
mainland in recent years, 
Ian flooded communities 
and left more than two 
million homes and 
businesses without power 
before barreling on across 
the peninsula to the 
Atlantic seaboard.

It was downgraded to 
a tropical storm yesterday 
morning. Ian blasted 
ashore at the barrier 
island of Cayo Costa on 
Wednesday afternoon as a 
Category 4 hurricane. 

An unspecified number 
of people were stranded 
after choosing to ride it out 
at home rather than heed 
evacuation orders, Florida 
governor said.

ONLINE HATE SPEECH

FB must compensate 
Rohingyas: Amnesty
AFP, Paris

Facebook should pay reparations to the hundreds 
of thousands of Rohingya forced from their 
homes in Myanmar in a campaign exacerbated 
by rampant online hate speech, Amnesty 
International said yesterday. The Rohingya, 
a mainly Muslim minority, were targeted by 
Myanmar’s military rulers in 2017 and driven 
into neighbouring Bangladesh, where they 
have since lived in sprawling refugee camps. 
Victims’ associations and rights advocates 
argue the violence was ramped up by Facebook’s 
algorithms, saying they play up extremist content 
that encourages harmful disinformation and 
hate speech. “Many Rohingya tried to report 
anti-Rohingya content via Facebook’s ‘report’ 
function” but to no avail, “allowing these hateful 
narratives to proliferate and reach unprecedented 
audiences in Myanmar,” Amnesty said in its 
report. 

POST-COUP MYANMAR

Suu Kyi, Aussie 
economist jailed 
for 3 years
AFP, Yangon

Myanmar’s junta sentenced an Australian 
economist to three years in prison yesterday 
while also handing down another conviction to 
ousted leader Aung San Suu Kyi, a source told AFP 
yesterday. Both have been detained since a coup 

in February last year, when the military 
ousted Suu Kyi’s government, 

for which Sean Turnell was an 
adviser. “Mr Sean Turnell, Daw 
Aung San Suu Kyi and another 
three were sentenced to three 
years imprisonment each 
under the Official Secrets Act,” 

the source told AFP, adding 
that Suu Kyi would appeal her 

verdict. Turnell was also convicted 
for three years under the country’s 

immigration act, the source said, adding that he 
will serve the second conviction concurrently, 
and that his sentence would be eligible for a time 
already served deduction. Suu Kyi has already 
been convicted of corruption and a clutch of 
other charges by a closed court. 

US declares $810m new 
funding for Pacific Islands
Aims to stem China’s expanding influence in 

the region

AFP, Washington

The United States yesterday announced 
$810 million in new funding for Pacific 
Islands at a summit with President Joe 
Biden amid inroads by China in the 
strategic but sparsely populated region.
The White House said $600 million 
will be in the form of a 10-year package 
to clean up dirty waters to support the 
tuna industry, while the United States 
will also expand climate assistance, 
development aid and its diplomatic 
presence.
Biden was set to address 
a first-ever Washington 
summit of Pacific Island 
nations later yesterday, 
including 12 heads of state 
or government, in hopes 
of using a personal touch 
to reconnect with a region 
that has been tied closely to 
the United States since World 
War II.
With the United States often seen as 
taking the region for granted, China has 
asserted itself strongly in recent years 
through investment, police training 
and, most controversially, a security 
pact with the Solomon Islands.
The Biden administration also 
announced that the United States would 
recognize Cook Islands and Niue, a self-

governing territory whose foreign and 
defense policies and currency are linked 
to New Zealand.
The step will allow the United States to 
increase its diplomatic presence in the 
Cook Island and Niue, which have fewer 
than 20,000 inhabitants but constitute 
a sprawling economic zone in the South 
Pacific.
Launching a new strategy for 
engagement, Biden also designated a 
veteran US ambassador in the region, 

Frankie Reed, as the first-ever US envoy 
to the Pacific Islands Forum.

The US recently announced 
the restoration of an 

embassy in the Solomon 
Islands, amid the heavy 
presence of China, 
and the White House 
said yesterday that US 

embassies would also open 
in Tonga and Kiribati.

The US Agency for International 
Development will open a Pacific 

regional mission in Fiji by September 
2023 and Peace Corps volunteers 
will return to Fiji, Tonga, Samoa and 
Vanuatu.  Addressing the summit 
opening at the State Department on 
Wednesday, US Secretary of State 
Antony Blinken said the two sides had 
agreed “a declaration of partnership 
between the US and the Pacific.”


