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ASHWIN 15, 1429 BS        5

506 hospitalised 
with dengue
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

At least 506 dengue patients were admitted to 
different hospitals across the country yesterday.

With the new cases, the total number of dengue 
cases rose to 15,852, according to the DGHS.

The total number of dengue deaths this year is 
55 so far.

A total of 1,874 dengue patients are still 
undergoing treatment while 13,923 have been 
released from hospitals so far.

SSC QUESTION LEAK

Headteacher placed 
on 3-day remand
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Lalmonirhat

A local court yesterday placed the headmaster of 
Nehal Uddin Pilot Girls’ High School in Kurigram 
on remand over SSC question paper leak.

Lutfar Rahman was placed on three-day 
remand.

Kurigram Judicial Magistrate Suman Ali 
granted the remand around noon, said Officer-in-
Charge of Bhurungamari Police Station Alamgir 
Hossain.

The court set October 2 for hearing the remand 
prayer of two other accused -- Islamic teacher 
Jobayer Hossain and agriculture teacher Hamidul 
Islam of the same school.

Lutfar Rahman, also SSC exam centre’s 
secretary in Lalmonirhat, Jobayer, Hamidul, 
Bangla teacher Sohel Chowdhury, English teacher 
Rasel Ahmed, and school staffer Sujan Mia were 
arrested on charge of leaking the SSC question 
paper on September 20.

NIKO GRAFT

Khaleda’s 
hearing 
deferred till 
November 8
COURT 
CORRESPONDENT

A Dhaka court yesterday 
again adjourned 
till November 8 the 
hearing against BNP 
Chairperson Khaleda 
Zia and eight others in 
Niko graft case.

Judge Sheikh Hafizur 
Rahman of Special 
Judge’s Court-9 passed 
the order after a petition 
was filed on behalf 
of Khaleda, advocate 
Masud Ahmed Talukder, 
one of her lawyers, said.

Masud told the 
court senior lawyer AJ 
Mohammad Ali could 
not appear before it due 
to illness. The defense  
has sought 46 dates so 
far.

Among the accused, 
Giausuddin Al Mamun 
is in jail while six others 
are on bail. ACC filed the 
case in December 2007, 
accusing Khaleda and 
others of abusing power 
to award a gas exploration 
and extraction deal to 
Canadian company Niko 
when she was the prime 
minister between 2001 
and 2006.
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For almost eight years now, commuters have been crossing the Bir Srestha Ruhul Amin Road in Rupsha 
upazila of Khulna with great difficulty. Often times, rickshaw and van pullers have to get down and drag their 
vehicles on the muddy road amid numerous potholes. PHOTO: HABIBUR RAHMAN

It’s almost 
shameful 

that the road 
named after a 
Bir Shrestha is 

being neglected 
this way.

KAMAL HOSSAIN 
BULBUL

Naihati UP Chairman 

Nightmare on 
Khulna road

Major road in Rupsha upazila 
unrepaired for 8 years

DIPANKAR ROY, Khulna

The bitumen has eroded in many parts. 
During dry season, the road is 

engulfed in dust and in monsoon. There 
is water and a thick layer of  mud. 

This is the state of one of the busiest 
roads in Rupsha upazila for the last 
eight years.

As a result, for Khulna residents, 
using the Bir Shrestha Ruhul 
Amin Road has turned into 
a living nightmare. 

According to LGED 
sources, the road’s 
length is around seven 
kilometres It starts 
from the eastern bank 
of Rupsha Ferry Ghat 
and ends at Zabusa 
Bazar via Char Rupsa, 
Bagmara. The road has 
seen no repairs since 2015 .

Visiting the road last week, 
this correspondent saw around 
four km of the road (from Orion Power 
Plant to Ferry ghat) in a dilapidated 
state. 

Rickshaw and van drivers were seen 
pushing their vehicles as there was 
no scope to drive it properly. Some 
pedestrians even chose to pass the road 
on barefoot, wading through murky 
water and mud.

Along the road, there are at least 
15 shrimp processing factories and 
ice mills, three primary schools, coast 
guard office, police camp and several 
important facilities. At least 50 shrimp 
buying agents run their business on 
both sides of the road. 

Md Kamal Hossain Bulbul, chairman 
of Naihati Union Parishad, said it’s 
almost shameful that the road named 

after a Bir Shrestha is being 
neglected this way.

Although the road 
is under LGED, the 

road is categorised as 
“Village Road-A” in 
documents.  However, 
large vehicles of fish 
companies, heavy 

vehicles of power 
plants and many 

vehicles of the under-
construction Rupsha rail 

bridge ply the road.
“There are also brick, sand, 

stone and coal dealers on both sides of 
the road and overloaded trucks from 
those places ply it regularly. This made 
the  road unusable,” said Kamal Hossain.

Jalal Sheikh, a van driver in Bagmara, 
said, “It has become difficult to use the 
road. Not a day goes by that cars don’t 
get stuck in the potholes.”
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Caretaker govt, 
forget about it!
Quader tells BNP
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Awami League General Secretary yesterday urged 
the BNP leaders to take part in elections shaking 
off the thought of a caretaker government.

“The elections will be held in the country like 
in other democratic countries across the globe. 
So, BNP leaders especially Mirza Fakhrul Islam 
Alamgir should remove the ghost of the caretaker 
government from their heads and participate in 
the elections...,” said Quader, also road transport 
and bridges minister, reports BSS.  

The minister said this at a discussion organised 
by Awami Swechchhasebak League, the volunteer 
wing of AL, at the auditorium of Bangabandhu 
Sheikh Mujib Medical University on the occasion 
of the 76th birthday of Prime Minister Sheikh 
Hasina.

During the polls, the government will conduct 
its routine duties, he said, adding that the Election 
Commission will have the main responsibility.

Besides, the law enforcement agencies of the 
government will also be under the EC, he said.

“Who will run the country in the absence of a 
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Inclusion the key to 
ensuring their rights
Speakers tell Domestic 
Workers Conference
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Speakers at a conference yesterday said although various 
initiatives have been taken by the government to improve 
the lives of domestic workers, implementation of these 
policies and other guidelines is not possible due to the 
lack of necessary legal framework.

Planning Minister MA Mannan assured that if the 
labour ministry can create a proposal of a comprehensive 
project for the welfare of the domestic workers and send it 
to the ministry, the government might consider it.

He made the comments yesterday at the “National 
Domestic Workers Conference 2022”, organised by 
Campaign for Popular Education (CAMPE), in association 
with Oxfam in Bangladesh, Bangladesh Institute of 
Labour Studies (BILS), Hellotask, Dushtha Shasthya 
Kendra (DSK), Karmojibi Nari, Nari Maitry, Red Orange 
and UCEP Bangladesh.

The conference was held at Krishibid Institute in the 
capital.
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Research must be 
engaging: speakers
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Research in the country should be engaging to resolve 
civic crises affecting urban life, said speakers at a 
workshop yesterday.

The workshop, titled “A Knowledge Co-production 
Workshop for an Equitable Healthy Dhaka City”, was 
organised by Brac School of Public Health at a city hotel. 

Hossain Zillur Rahman, chairperson of the Brac 
governing body, said research must be engaging so that 
it can breed some solutions to the existing crises of the 
society.
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