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Plan to materialise 
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and December 10 in Dhaka.
BNP has been organising 

demonstrations across the 
country since August 22, 
protesting the price hike of 
daily essentials and fuel.

Fakhrul alleged that 
since August 10, five of its 
leaders and activists have 

been killed, 2,768 injured 
and 294 arrested.

Condemning the attack 
on Chhatra Dal leaders 
at Dhaka University, the 
BNP leader demanded the 
resignation of the vice-
chancellor, as he failed 
to ensure the security of 
students.

More hajj agencies
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Sayed Hajj Tours and 
Travels, Subway Travels 
and Holiday, Sunflower Air 
Linkers, and Arab Travels 
and Tours. Common 
allegations are that the 
agencies misbehaved 
with pilgrims and sent 
them to Saudi Arabia 
late, according to the 
Bangladeshi ministry.

Despite repeated 
attempts, The Daily Star 
could not contact the 
agencies for comments.
ANSWERS SOUGHT

On Monday and Tuesday, 
the religious affairs 
ministry sent show-cause 
notices to three hajj 
agencies -- Al Aksa Travels, 
Super Khidma Travels and 
Khaja Air Wesis -- for not 
providing proper service 
and cheating pilgrims.

Earlier, the ministry also 

sent notices to six agencies 
for their involvement in 
various irregularities.

The ministry on Tuesday 
asked Khaja Air Wesis to 
send its reply within seven 
days, as it did not provide 
services to one pilgrim as 
per the agreement.

In a notice served on 
Monday, the ministry said 
Super Khidma Travels took 
Tk 2.30 lakh from a person, 
but the agency did not send 
him to Saudi Arabia for 
hajj. The ministry asked 
the agency to send its reply 
within seven days, asking 
why actions will not be 
taken against it. 

In another notice served 
on Monday, the ministry 
asked Al Aksa to send its 
reply within three days, as 
it cheated and misbehaved 
with seven pilgrims.

Walk in the spirit
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community leaders and 
villagers who have been 
resisting the attempts 
of land grabbing,” the 
statement reads.

The statement also 
mentioned that on 
September 6, workers 
from the industrial facility 
spread poison into a 
stream, which is the only 
source of drinking water 
for the community. 

On September 26, 300 

banana plants of the Mro 
people were felled by the 
same miscreants.

CHT Commission urged 
the government to walk 
in the spirit of the CHT 
Accord and take action 
against those who violated 
the terms of the lease. It 
also urged the government 
to cancel the lease of Lama 
Rubber Industry with 
ensuring the protection of 
the indigenous community 
in Lama. 

Give them the wage
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finding equipment,’’ he 
said. Development expert 
Syed Ali Azher said to 
stop Dadon loans, the 
government should make 
fishers economically self-
reliant. Besides, authorities 
need to resolve the 
workforce crisis in fisheries 
offices in districts. 

Abul Hasan, city 
committee president 
of Workers Party of 
Bangladesh, said adequate 
life-saving and direction-
finding equipment should 

be mandatory for boats. 
Besides, authorities 

should help women fishers 
and workers to set up their 
enterprises, he said.

Shahnaz Sumi, 
deputy director of BNPS, 
conducted the event. 
There, SAAPE released 
a regional report on the 
situation of workers in the 
seafood sector. It covers the 
scenario in Bangladesh, Sri 
Lanka and Pakistan. 

Around 10 fishers and 
activists spoke at the event.

Eightfold increase in 14 years
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more likely to avail of 
C-section deliveries, than 
mothers who had none.

In addition, mothers 
with stronger educational 
backgrounds were 2.87 
times more likely to have 
C-section deliveries, 
compared to mothers with 
no formal education.

Mothers from a higher-
income background were 
also found to be more 
likely to avail of C-section 
services compared to those 
belonging to lower-income 
groups.

According to Dr 
Razzaque, the authorities 
should implement effective 

national monitoring 
measures to put restrictions 
on the rising number of 
caesarean deliveries.

Naripokkho founding 
member Shireen Huq 
also joined the seminar 
virtually and suggested 
that the training for the 
traditional birth attendants 
or midwives should be 
resumed and they must 
be included in the referral 
chain.

According to Shireen, 
the idea of 100 percent 
institutional delivery is 
a wrong move from the 
government, which was 
influenced by international 
organisations. 

“It resulted in the 
exclusion of trained 
midwives from the referral 
chain,” she added.

BIDS Director General Dr 
Binayak Sen moderated the 
seminar and highlighted 
the importance to find 
out if the increase in 
C-section deliveries in 
private facilities is a result 
of malpractice or not, 
through the study.

“The media can also 
play an important role in 
creating awareness among 
women so that before the 
delivery, they can decide 
whether they actually 
require the caesarean 
section or not,” he added.

61pc processed foods
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Around 44 percent of 
processed food was found 
to contain a higher amount 
of salt than mentioned 
in the packet. According 
to the study, around 97 
percent of people consume 
packaged food twice a day.

Zannatul Ferdous, 
assistant director at 
Directorate of Consumer 
Rights Protection, said they 
will take action against the 

brands who provide false 
information on labels. 

Moderated by Dr Sheikh 
Mohammad Mahbubus 
Sobhan, coordinator 
of the study, Prof Sohel 
Reza Choudhury, head of 
epidemiology and research, 
NHFB; Prof Dr Abdul Alim, 
member of Bangladesh 
Food Safety Authority; and 
Prof Akhtaruzzaman of 
nutrition and food science, 
DU, spoke at the event.

The champ
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boot in SAFF U-18 
championship. However, 
when the entire nation 
was celebrating another 
triumph from Akhi and her 
band of sisters for winning 
the SAFF championship, 
her family was facing legal 
trouble over the land.

The matter came to 
fore after a local court on 
September 19 imposed 
section 144 on the 
land and ordered local 
administration to submit a 

report.
Section 144 gives power 

to the administration 
to issue an order to an 
individual or the general 
public in a particular place 
or area to abstain from 
a certain act or to take 
certain order with respect 
to certain property in their 
possession or under their 
management.

This correspondent 
could not get in touch with 
the mosque committee, 
despite repeated attempts.

A chest clinic
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Recently, the clinic 
authorities have managed 
a free X-ray test facility at 
a Brac centre in the city’s 
Mashkanda area.

But it is not a good deal 
for many poor patients 
coming from faraway 
places as it would be better 
if the tests are available at 
the clinic, said Razib Mia, a 
patient from Mymensingh’s 
Trishal upazila.

Only cough examination 
can be conducted at the 
clinic. For all the related 
examinations, if needed, 
like blood, CT Scan 
and FNAC (Fine Needle 
Aspiration Cytology), 
patients are referred to 
Mymensingh Medical 

College Hospital, said 
Tajul Islam, who came to 
the clinic with his ailing 
mother. 

Dr Anupam Dutta 
Roy, consultant of the 
clinic, said the engineers 
of Department of Public 
Health visited the clinic 
in May to install an X-ray 
machine in the facility, and 
it will be done soon after 
ensuring necessary budget.

Dr Md Nazrul Islam, 
Mymensingh civil surgeon 
said, the X-ray machine 
that went out of order more 
than 20 years ago could not 
be replaced  due to space 
constraint.

The civil surgeon said 
they are taking steps to 
ensure proper facilities.

DIAMOND JUBILEE

DU journalism 
dept holds 
seminar
DU CORRESPONDENT

The Dhaka University 
Mass Communication and 
Journalism Department 
organised a seminar 
yesterday as part of it’s 
year long diamond jubilee 
celebrations.

Attending the event 
as chief guest, Prof Md 
Akhtaruzzaman, vice-
chancellor of the university, 
inaugurated the event at 
Professor Mozaffar Ahmed 
Chowdhury auditorium. 

He recognised the 
department’s role in 
producing skilled and up-
to date graduates for the 
media industry every year.

The VC hoped that 
journalists will continue 
working as a supporting 
force for the nation’s 
development sector.

Prof Abul Mansur 
Ahmed, chairman of the 
department, presided over 
the event.

A roundtable was also 
held, participated by editors 
and journalists from the 
country’s top media houses. 

Renowned journalist 
Abed Khan attended the 
opening ceremony.
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