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BNP capitalising 
on global crisis
Says Quader

BSS, Dhaka

Awami League General Secretary Obaidul Quader 
yesterday said BNP is spreading lies to capitalise 
on the global fuel, power and economic crisis, 
aiming to gain political interest.

Quader, also road transport and bridges 
minister, made the remark while attending a 
discussion marking the 76th birth anniversary 
of Awami League President and Prime Minister 
Sheikh Hasina at Krishibid Institute Bangladesh 
(KIB) auditorium.

Awami Juba League arranged the discussion.
Referring to the existing global crisis resulting 

from the ongoing Russia-Ukraine war, he said, 
“The crisis is not only in Bangladesh but also in 
the entire world. BNP is trying to gain political 
advantage capitalising on the global fuel, power 
and economic crisis.”

Waheed and his cohorts reportedly attacked four local  journalists when they 
went to the house for reporting. In another incident, Waheed and his son Walid 

also attacked a senior journalist from Dhaka along  with three local journalists.

Historic site in the 

clutches of AL leader
MINTU DESHWARA

A local Awami League leader has 
reportedly occupied the properties  
of an eminent globetrotter and 
travelogue writer illegally for 
decades in Habiganj’s Baniachang.

On top of this, those with the 
occupier, Abdul Waheed, have 
allegedly demolished multiple 
ancient structures, including 
temples, on the house premises, 
with an aim to eliminate any 
historical evidence that 
the home belonged to 
someone else.

There are even 
reports of them 
attacking several 
journalists and 
tourists who 
visited the house 
in the last few 
months.

But the local 
administration has not 
taken any action, citing 
that no one filed any written 
complaint.

The globetrotter -- Ramnath 
Biswas -- travelled from one end 
of the world to another on bicycle 
thrice, according to historians and 
researchers. Ramnath wrote 40 
travel books in Bangla based on his 
experiences. 

He was born on January 13, 
1894 in Bidyabhushanpara of 
Baniachong and breathed his last 
on November 1, 1955 in Kolkata, said 
Abu Saleh Ahmed, a folk researcher 

and president 
of Ramnath 
S m r i t i 

Sangsad.
R a m n a t h 

had properties 
including houses, 

temples, ponds 
and other structures 

covering around 4.48 acres of land. 
But almost all the old structures 
have been demolished, said Abu 
Saleh and locals.

After his parents’ death, 
Ramnath shifted to India 
permanently during the British 
period, leaving his Baniachong 
house abandoned.

Waheed, and for some time his 
elder brother, have occupied the 
properties for decades, since a few 
years after the Liberation War.

Local union parishad chairman 
Haidaruzzaman Khan Dhan Mia said 
Waheed could not be ousted from 
the house as he is influential locally.

On September 6, Waheed and 
his cohorts reportedly attacked 
four local journalists when they 
went to the house for reporting. 
Four days later, Waheed and his son 
Walid attacked a senior journalist 
from Dhaka along with three local 
journalists.

Following the attack, a local 
journalist filed a case with 
Baniachong police station. Later, 
police arrested Walid.

However, Waheed denied the 
allegations of attacking journalists. 
He claimed that he had bought 
Ramnath’s house and land from 
one Moni Biswas.
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New master plan 
will take tourism 
to new heights
Says state minister for 
civil aviation
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The country’s tourism industry will enter a new era after 
implementing the tourism master plan, which is currently 
in the works, State Minister for Civil Aviation Mahbub Ali 
said yesterday.

The junior minister said the master plan will be 
completed by December. The authorities are formulating 
the plan to take the country’s tourism industry forward in 
an organised manner.

Mahbub said this while speaking as chief guest at a 
discussion marking World Tourism Day in the capital’s 
Agargaon Tourism Building.

Earlier in the morning, the state minister inaugurated 
a colourful rally organised by Bangladesh Tourism Board 
and a food festival and live-cooking show arranged by 
Bangladesh Parjatan Corporation.

He said the prime minister is sincere in developing the 
country’s tourism sector.

“Under the prime minister’s leadership, we are working 
to reach the desired goal in tourism. If we all work 

“Under the prime minister’s 
leadership, we are working to 
reach the desired goal in tourism. 
If we all work together, we can 
quickly achieve our specific 
development goals. We can take 
the country’s tourism forward.”

MAHBUB ALI 
State Minister for Civil Aviation
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Create jobs, boost 
rural economy
Speakers tell event

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Rajshahi

Safeguarding children from curses of child labour 
and early marriage has become a challenge in the 
aftermath of pandemic, said speakers at a seminar 
in Rajshahi yesterday.

They suggested job creation and boosting up 
rural economy for resisting the families of low-
income group from forcing their children into 
child labour and marriage.

Assisted by Unicef, Centre for Social Innovation 
and Sustainability organised the seminar on “Role of 
Communication in Children’s Issues” at a city hotel.
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