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Students of Rajshahi 
University, development 
activists and journalists 
from Rajshahi and 
Chapainawabganj shared 
their experiences and 
challenges on the issues.

Yenni Gamming, chief 
of communication, Unicef 

Bangladesh, attended as 
the chief guest.

CSIS Director Prof 
Pradeep Kumar Pandey, 
RU teachers Mozammel 
Haque Bakul, ABM Saiful 
Islam, AKM Mahmudul 
Haque, Golam Rabbani and 
development activists Sonia 
Afrin and Manjur Ahmed 

attended, among others.
North Bengal Youth 

Forum in collaboration 
with Unicef conducted a 
campaign in 16 districts 
of Rajshahi and Rangpur 
divisions in September last 
year and in January this 
year to raise awareness 
against child marriage.
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Historic site
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Baniachong upazila AL 
president Amir Hossain 
said they have removed 
Waheed from his post of 
president of AL’s ward-
2 unit of Baniachong 
union and demanded the 
government take steps to 
free Ramnath’s house.

Contacted, Habiganj 
Deputy Commissioner (DC) 
Ishrat Jahan said, “I was 
not aware of the matter. 
No one has so far filed any 
complaint. I recently came 
to know about all this from 
media reports. Now, we 
will investigate and take 
necessary legal steps.”

Meanwhile, 50 
bicyclists held a procession 
from Habiganj town to 

Baniachong upazila, 
demanding authorities 
restore and preserve the 
residence of globetrotter 
and travelogue writer 
Ramnath Biswas.

The bicyclists started 
from the town hall in 
Habiganj at 12:00pm 
yesterday.

They stayed at 
Ramnath’s house in 
Baniachong for some time 
and took part in a rally 
at Baniachong Shaheed 
Minar at 4:00pm.

Sources at Ramnath’s 
house restoration and 
preservation committee 
said the house and land 
of Ramnath has been 
occupied by Abdul Waheed 
for a long time.

Gaming
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There will be specialised 
stories and games for each 
category.

The prime minister will 
be in stories as a character 
teaching the children 
about issues related to the 
environment, history and 
culture of the country, 
said Md Anwar Hossain, 
project director at skill 
development for mobile 
game and application of 
the ICT Division.

Besides, the stories will 
teach children about the 
values a person should 
develop to become a good 
human being and good 
citizen.

The platform contains 
32 interactive stories and 
12 games, the biographies 
of Hasina and  Father of 
the Nation Bangabandhu 
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, 
and information on each 
of the eight divisions of 
Bangladesh.

There will be messages 
on dedication, social justice, 
gender equality, education, 
innovation, humanity, 
perseverance, humility, 
self-confidence, resilience, 
respect, curiosity, service, 
and optimism. 

Golden Harvest InfoTech 
Ltd, a multi-disciplinary 
outsourcing service 
provider, developed the 
platform.

Eden College forms
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Tamanna Jasmine Riva 
came under attack on 
Sunday while addressing 
a press conference over 
allegations of seat trade 
and extortion.

Riva said the allegations 
against her came from those 
who were unable to get 
their expected posts in the 
committee, announced in 
May, and since then they were 
trying to create controversy 
against the top leaders.

At one point, some 
leaders and activists of 
the same unit, who were 
shouting slogans against 

her and general secretary 
Razia Sultana, surrounded 
them and beat up the 
organisers of the press 
conference.

At least 10, including 
Riva, were injured in the 
clash that broke out. They 
were then taken to several 
hospitals of the capital.

BCL on Monday expelled 
17 leaders and activists of 
its Eden College unit for 
their alleged involvement in 
anti-disciplinary activities.

Among the 17 are 
students who brought 
some serious allegations 
against Riva and Razia.

Like her father 
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continued well-being of 
Prime Minister Sheikh 
Hasina on the occasion of 
her 76th birthday.

“Like her father, Sheikh 
Hasina is a leader of the 
masses,” he said.

Due to the dynamic 
leadership and right 
decisions of the prime 
minister, Bangladesh is 
successfully dealing with 
this global crisis.

Though the world 
economy faced negative 
impacts of the pandemic, 
Bangladesh has been able 
to maintain the economic 
growth facing its impacts 
because of the time-
befitting and courageous 
steps of the premier, he 

said.
The Russia-Ukraine 

crisis and the consequent 
rise in global inflation 
have pushed the world into 
new challenges amid the 
pandemic, he said, adding 
that to deal with this 
situation, the government 
has adopted and 
implemented cost-effective 
policies and various 
incentive programmes for 
people, reports BSS.

The message of the head 
of the state also mentioned 
that under her dynamic 
leadership, Bangladesh 
today graduated to the 
status of developing 
nation from the list of 
Least Developed Countries 
(LDCs).

DSA hinders people’s
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has been working to 
implement the public’s 
right to know,” said Md 
Abdul Hakim, director of 
research, publication, and 
training of the Information 
Commission. 

Sohrab Hasan, joint-
editor of Prothom Alo, 
said, “The government 
enacted the RTI Act 
in 2009 to ensure 
transparency and 
accountability. However, 
this perspective of the 
government has now 
changed. The right to 
know that was given to 
people by the RTI Act, has 
been taken away by the 
Digital Security Act.’’ 

He called for shortening 
the time limit for disposal 
of appeals under the RTI 
Act. 

Faruq Faisel, regional 
director for Article 19 
South Asia, said, ‘‘The 
Information Commission 

can play a strong role in 
the implementation of 
the RTI Act. Recently, the 
Commission ordered the 
police to provide applicants 
with the information 
sought regarding DSA 
cases.”

“Such verdicts 
encourage the public and 
the media to use the RTI 
Act,” he added. 

I n f o r m a t i o n 
Commission officials, 
information and human 
rights activists, journalists, 
NGO representatives, 
students, and youth 
representatives from across 
the country participated in 
the webinar. 

They highlighted the 
obstacles and challenges 
in obtaining public 
information at the local 
level by sharing their 
experiences in this regard. 

The webinar was 
presided over by Faruq 
Faisel.

Make youths aware
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Dr Iftekharuzzaman said 
the free publication of 
information has ensured 
more protection of human 
rights, good governance 
and corruption in different 
countries. 

“But it is hard to expect 
that the RTI Act will replace 
the culture of secrecy with 
the culture of transparency 
within only 13 years since 
its adoption,” he said. 

Mentioning that the 
culture of secrecy is still 

prevalent among a portion 
of the government in the 
name of the Official Secrets 
Act, Iftekharuzzaman said, 
“Changing the mindset of 
the officials is urgent in 
parallel to increasing their 
skills.”

Former Information 
Commissioner and Editor 
of Dainik Ajker Patrika Prof 
Golam Rahman and Ruhi 
Naz, assistant director, 
Research Initiatives, 
Bangladesh, conducted the 
workshop. 

New master plan
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together, we can quickly 
achieve our specific 
development goals. We can 
take the country’s tourism 
forward,” added Mahbub.

The state minister 
said there is immense 
potential and opportunity 
in the country’s tourism 
sector. All the elements 
and facilities of tourism, 
including history, heritage, 
culture, values   and 
nature, should be properly 
presented before the 
people.

He said the country 
will have to brand itself 
and its tourist spots 
properly. A positive image 
of the country should be 
promoted globally. Only 
then, foreigners will be 
attracted to our tourist 
destinations.

Mahbub said experiences 
gained from the pandemic 
have provided an 
opportunity to rethink the 
world’s tourism industry. 
There is no substitute for 
creativity, innovation and 
product diversification for 

sustainable development of 
tourism.

He said the authorities 
are formulating effective 
strategies to ensure 
maximum utilisation of 
the country’s tourism 
potential and face future 
challenges.

Officials will assign the 
responsibility of developing 
tourism at the district 
level to additional deputy 
commissioners.

Obaidul Muktadir 
Chowdhury, chairperson 
of the parliamentary 
standing committee on 
the Civil Aviation Ministry, 
spoke as guest of honour 
in the discussion, chaired 
by ministry secretary 
Mokammel Hossain.

Besides, Bangladesh 
Parjatan Corporation 
chairperson Ali Kadar, 
additional secretary of 
civil aviation ministry Md 
Aliullah, chief executive 
officer of Bangladesh 
Tourism Board Abu 
Tahir Md Jaber, and DIG 
of tourism police Ilias 
Sharif also spoke at the 
programme.

Cricketer Al-Amin gets bail
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her any maintenance, the 
complainant alleged.
On September 6, the High 
Court granted eight weeks’ 

anticipatory bail to Al-Amin 
after he surrendered before 
it in another case filed on 
charges of torturing his wife 
and demanding dowry from 

her.
Ishrat Jahan filed 

the other case with 
Mirpur Police Station on 
September 1.


