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Light to 
moderate 
rain likely
BSS, Dhaka

B a n g l a d e s h 
M e t e o r o l o g i c a l 
Department yesterday 
predicted rain in 
different parts of the 
country in the next 24 
hours.

“Light to moderate 
rain or thunder showers 
and temporary gusty or 
squally wind, is likely to 
occur at few places over 
Rangpur, Mymensingh, 
Chattogram and Sylhet 
and at one or two places 
over Rajshahi, Dhaka, 
Khulna and Barishal 
divisions,” said a Met 
office bulletin issued in 
the morning.

Day and night 
temperature may remain 
nearly unchanged over 
the country, it added.

ACC sues 
Biman’s 
former UK 
manager
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The Anti-Corruption 
Commission (ACC) filed 
a case against former 
country manager of 
Biman Bangladesh 
Airlines’s London 
Station Akhtaruddin 
Ahmed for misusing 
his power to cause the 
state airliner Tk 96.59 
lakh loss. ACC Deputy 
Director Mohammad 
Sirajul Hoque filed the 
case with its integrated 
district office yesterday.

Akhtar was primarily 
found “guilty” in Biman’s 
internal investigation. 
ACC took over the 
matter in 2010.

However, the case did 
not see much progress 
as Akhtar filed a petition 
challenging the findings, 
says Sirajul. The petition 
was dismissed by the 
High Court about one 
and a half year ago. .

 Akhtar was country 
manager between 1993 
and 1998.

During the period, 
Biman signed contracts 
with three companies 
for office equipment and 
telephone systems. 

Without any approval 
of the central office, he 
canceled all contracts 
and inked new contracts 
with another company, 
which caused as loss of 
Tk 96.59 lakh.

Tangail gears up for Durga Puja
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Tangail

Preparations for Durga Puja, the biggest festival 
of the Hindu community, are going on Tangail 
in full swing.

Artisans are busy putting finishing 
touches to the idols of Durga, 
Ganesha, Kartik, Lakshmi, 
Saraswati and Asur that are being 
built inside the mandaps with 
bamboo poles, silt, and straw. As 
the clay work is finished, artisans 
are now painting the idols.

Various plans and preparations 
are going on for the decoration 
outside the mandaps as well. This year, 
the organisers are trying to bring a more 
interesting and unique touch to the outer 
decoration of the mandaps as well.

The markets and shopping malls in the 
district, including the town, were seen buzzing 

with buyers completing their shopping and 
checking necessary items off the list. 

The organisers said this year, Durga Puja is 
being held in more than 1,000 mandaps in 12 

upazilas of the district. 
Joy Saha, one of the organisers of 
Paradisepara Puja Mandap in the 

town, however, said they hope 
to celebrate the festival without 
load shedding, especially in the 
evening. “The law enforcers will 
have to keep strict eyes on social 

media platforms, particularly 
Facebook so that no one can create 

any chaos by spreading rumours,” he 
said.

Sarkar Mohammad Kaiser, superintendent 
of police in Tangail, said tight security measures 
have been taken by the district administration 
and police to maintain law and order in all 
places of the district, especially Puja Mandaps.

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Mymensingh

Idol artisans in Mymensingh have been 
witnessing better times and they are hoping to 
earn a good profit this year due to an increased 
number of clients and fair price.

While visiting some idol-making workplaces 
in the city and its outskirts, artisans were seen 
working round the clock as Durga Puja is now 

just days away.
“We are currently trying to get the painting 

done,” said Joyonta Kumar Ghosh, a prominent 
artisan in Mymensingh city.

Joyonta, also the proprietor of Mritt O 
Mrittika, said he got orders for 20 idols from 
Mymensingh city and the rate for each idol is 
between Tk 20,000 and Tk 60,000.

One can trace the relief on the artisans’ faces 
after getting more orders to bounce back on, 
after facing a serious financial crisis during the 
pandemic.

“The price of necessary items for making 
idols has increased compared to the previous 
years. Thankfully, the price of the idols has also 
increased proportionally, which gives us hope,” 
said Shambhu Das, proprietor of Sajib Mrittika 
Shilpalaya on Rambabu Road.

Eighty-three-year-old Nikhil Chandra Pal 
at Dharmashala Temple said the Covid-19 
pandemic left workers starved, compelling 

Business picks up in Mymensingh
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Water-lilies, an element of beauty in haors and canals, is a delicacy among many. And for that, these vendors collect 
the lilies from different canals in villages, move them in vans, and sell a bunch of the flowers for Tk 10 to 15. This 
photo was taken on Barishal’s Nabogram Road yesterday. PHOTO: TITU DAS

Lalmonirhat idol 
artisans not happy
Price of materials increased but 
selling price of idols has not

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Lalmonirhat

Things have not been faring well 
for almost 80 idol artisans at 
Lalmonirhat and Kurigram due 
to the price hike of idol-making 
materials. Almost 350-400 
assistant artisans are suffering just 
the same.

They said the prices of materials 
such as clay, straw, bamboo, wood, 
and ropes increased but the selling 
prices of idols did not.

This year, Durga Puja will be 
held in 461 temples in Lalmonirhat 
and 513 temples in Kurigram.

Kurigram’s idol artisan 
Jatindra Nath Pal (68) said each 
idol craftsman has four to five 
assistants working day and night. 
This year, they are making each 
Durga idol at Tk 20,000 to Tk 

60,000.
“I used to collect clay from 

different places to make idols. No 
money had to be spent on that. 
Now we have to buy the clay,” he 
said.

“This year I won’t be able to 
make much profit by selling idols,” 
he added. 

Lalmonirhat’s idol maker Pallab 
Chandra Roy (33) said each artisan 
is making 7-10 idols, without 
expecting any profit from the past 
two months.

“This profession is our ancestral 
duty as well. This is the only work 
I am proficient in and I have no 
choice but to continue,” he said.

Artisan Sribas Chandra Roy (30) 
said last year, he was able to make 
a profit of Tk 10,000 - Tk 12,000. 
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‘A day of 
total chaos’
Vaccination centres for 
English-medium students 
see severe mismanagement
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Mismanagement at Covid vaccination centres 
in some English-medium schools in the capital 
caused enormous suffering to vaccine-seeking 
students yesterday, making the health guidelines 
a total farce.

Students of some of the schools and their 
guardians alleged that the authorities of the 
school centres failed to ensure an environment 
that could assure the safety and security of the 
students, let alone maintain social distancing.

“I took my daughter to the school campus, used 
as the vaccination centre, around 8:45am. Once 

I stepped inside the school, I saw a huge number 
of children and their guardians already cramming 
inside the premises. The place turned extremely 
humid and to some extent suffocating,” said a 
guardian at a school in Dhanmondi.

“It was the only centre where all the eligible 
students of my daughter’s school were given the 
first dose of the vaccine. As the day progressed, 
more and more guardians gathered inside the 
small premises, devoid of any crowd management,” 
he said, preferring anonymity.

He said he managed to send his daughter inside 
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