
CITY  
DHAKA MONDAY SEPTEMBER 26, 2022 

ASHWIN 11, 1429 BS        5

UN calls for 
peaceful Durga 
Puja celebrations
DIPLOMATIC CORRESPONDENT

A UN team led by UN Resident Coordinator Gwyn 
Lewis yesterday visited the Dhakeshwari Temple in 
the city, highlighting the importance of cultural 
diversity and harmony, and the hope of peaceful 
celebrations this year.

Last year’s Durga Puja was unfortunately 
marred by violence, said the UN in a statement, 
adding that the UN in Bangladesh works to 
promote empathy and inclusion in the spirit of 
Agenda 2030’s promise to Leave No One Behind.

Unesco officer-in-charge Dr Susan Vize 
and UNDP deputy resident representative Van 
Nguyen also joined the visit in continuation of UN 
Bangladesh’s commemoration of International 
Day of Peace on September 21.

No scope for change 
of govt without polls
Says Quader
BSS, Dhaka

Drawing attention of the BNP leaders, 
Awami League general secretary 
Obaidul Quader yesterday said 
there is no scope to change the 
government without holding 
elections. 

“People’s mandate and holding 
elections are the only way to 
change any particular regime of the 
government,” Quader, also road transport 
and bridges minister, said. He was addressing a p r e s s 
conference at his office in the secretariat.

Criticising BNP secretary general Mirza Fakhrul 
Islam Alamgir for frequently demanding resignation 
of the government, Quader asked the BNP leaders why 
the government will resign and who will accept the 
resignation. “The government has been elected for a 
certain tenure and the next elections will be held in the 
scheduled time. BNP must return to positive politics, if 
they [BNP] want to change the government...,” he added. 

Referring to BNP’s demand of bringing back the 
caretaker government, he said the caretaker government 
is a settled issue and nothing will be achieved by repeatedly 
raising it. 

“Ruling Awami League is always confident that people 
are with them for their development. So, BNP’s dream to 
capture power in an undemocratic way will come to an 
end soon,” said Quader.  

People are fed up 
with AL ‘misrule’
Says Rizvi
UNB, Dhaka

BNP senior joint secretary general 
Ruhul Kabir Rizvi yesterday said the 
country’s people are ready for the 
“final” movement to oust the current 
Awami League government, braving 
bullets and repressive acts.

Speaking at a human chain, 
he said people are fed up with 
the “misrule’ and repression of the 
government. “People across the country 
have become agitated and you can’t resist them by putting 
up any barricade,” he said.

Bangladesh Labour Party arranged the programme 
in front of Jatiya Press Club, protesting the price hikes 
of daily essentials and demanding BNP Chairperson 
Khaleda Zia’s unconditional release.

Rizvi accused the government of misleading people 
by spreading propaganda that Jubo Dal activist Shahidul 
Islam Shaon was killed after getting hit by a brick chip 
thrown by BNP leaders and activists.  

The BNP leader said Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina was 
talking against war and advocating for peace at the UNGA 
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A representation of the slaying of Mahishasur (demon) by Goddess Durga, a symbolism of removing injustice 
from the world, presented on stage on the occasion of Mahalaya in Barishal. Mahalaya, the auspicious 
occasion that signals the advent of Durga, was celebrated with great fervour and festivity across the country 
yesterday. This photo was taken at Sri Sri Radha Govind Nibash Mandir premises. 
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Mahalaya 
celebrated
BSS, Dhaka

Hindus across the country yesterday celebrated 
Mahalaya, the auspicious occasion of heralding 
the advent of Goddess Durga, with due religious 
fervour and festivity.

Mahalaya signifies the invitation to Goddess 
Durga from her devotees to arrive at her 

paternal home (Earth) from Kailash, along 
with her children.

This invitation is extended through the 
chanting of mantras from Sri Sri Chandi 
and singing of devotional songs. 

Countdown of Durga Puja begins with the 
celebration of Mahalaya.
On the occasion, special programmes were 

arranged at different temples across the country 
including the capital at dawn.

To mark the Mahalaya, members of the Hindu 
community remembered and paid homage to 
their ancestors, by performing puja, and offering 
Brahmins clothes, food and sweets in their name.

Mahanagar Sarbajanin Puja Committee 
arranged a special programme at Dhakeshwari 
National Temple at 6:00am.

Gulshan-Banani Sarbajanin Puja Foundation 
organised a programme welcoming Goddess 
Durga at 5:30am at Banani playground.

Information Minister Hasan Mahmud attended 
the event as chief guest while Panna Lal Dutta 
chaired it.
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under union parishad’
Residents of ward-31 in Mymensingh suffer for dilapidated roads

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Mymensingh

Mymensingh roads have been 
constantly making headlines in the 
newspapers, unfortunately for all 
the wrong reasons.

Sometimes because of an illegal 
auto-rickshaw stand beside a busy 
road or a hospital, sometimes 
because of waterlogging or 
numerous potholes on a highway, 
and other times, due to traders 
illegally occupying the city’s 
footpaths.

Residents of ward-31 have been 
facing a similar fate, due to terrible 
road condition of their locality.

The 4km road from Joybangla 
Bazar to Kachari Ferry Ghat in the 
ward has been in a bad shape for 
nearly 10 years, said locals.

Thousands of residents of this 
ward and its adjacent villages 
-- including a large number of 
students -- use the road on a daily 
basis.

Only easy bikes and motorcycles 

ply the road, which is in a dilapidated 
state with numerous potholes, said 
Bristi Akter, a 12th grader.

“We have a  double trouble-- as 
we have to use the bumpy road after 
crossing the  Brahmaputra by boats 
-- to reach different destinations in 
and outside the city,” said Advocate 
Md Johirul Huq from Char 
Gobindapur village.

During monsoon, the situation 
gets worse.

Ahsan Ali Sarker, a master’s 

student from Char Anandipur 
village, said it becomes very 
difficult to travel from Joybangla 
Bazar to Kachari Ferry Ghat 
due to innumerable potholes, 
accompanied by stagnant water.

Accompanying patients and 
the elderly on this road is another 
ordeal, added Ahsan.

Some residents said they were 
comparatively in a better state 
when they were the inhabitants of 
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It becomes very difficult to travel from Joybangla Bazar to Kachari Ferry 
Ghat due to innumerable potholes, accompanied by stagnant water.

AHSAN ALI SARKER, Resident of Char Anandipur
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