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Road blocked for two
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Solidarity Team and Coastal 
Education and Diversity 
Improvement Organization 
organised the programme 
in collaboration with 
research institute, BARSIC, 
in Chaurasta intersection 
in Shyamnagar from 
9am to 11am, reports 
a correspondent from 
Satkhira.

The protesters, mostly 
students and youths of 
coastal areas, demanded 
climate justice by 
displaying placards with 

various slogans. Speaking 
at the programme, they 
said Bangladesh is not 
responsible for climate 
change. 

Earlier Bangladesh used 
to face disasters after many 
years, but now people of 
coastal areas are in the grip 
of disasters almost every 
month. 

“We want climate 
justice. We want to live 
healthy. For this, countries 
affected by climate change 
should be compensated 
appropriately,” they said.  

Pritom’s arrest an example
FROM PAGE 3

“The DSA is a ‘black law’ and 
such law cannot exist in a 
civilised and democratic 
country,” he said.

Ganosamhati Andolon 
Chief Coordinator 
Zonayed Saki termed 
the government as an 
“oppressor” and urged 
citizens of the country 

to be united in waging 
a movement against the 
government. 

Rashtra Sangskar 
Andolan Chief Coordinator 
Hasnat Quaiyum said the 
current government has 
turned into an oppressive 
regime due to its 
dependence on the DSA in 
muzzling people’s voices.  

He demanded Pritom’s 
release and the DSA’s 
annulment. 

Gono Odhikar Parishad 
Member Secretary Nurul 
Haque Nur and Bhashani 
Anushari Parishad Member 
Secretary Habibur Rahman 
Riju, among others, spoke 
at the rally. 

Tension over holding
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The mayor’s secretary 
Mostafa Kamal Chowdhury 
filed a case against Absar 
with Chandgaon Police 
Station on September 20. 
Besides, two GDs were 
filed against the Parishad’s 
three leaders by the mayor’s 
supporters.

Mayor Rezaul Karim 
Chowdhury or the 

Parishad’s president could 
not be contacted for 
comments.

Amir Uddin, general 
secretary of Kordata 
Surakhkha Parishad 
Chattogram, said, “We 
have expressed our regret 
for this [Absar’s speech]. 
[But] we will not make 
any concessions in our 
demand.”

UP chairman
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However, after a few 
months, he stopped paying 
the money.

According to DB, Zakir 
came to Dhaka in 2008 
and took driving lessons. 
Later, he started running 
three-wheelers in Dhaka. 
After two years, he bought 
a car.

Zakir, then, befriended 
a police officer in Cumilla, 
who offered him a car for 
rent. 

Gradually, police 
officers of different ranks 
and political leaders got 
acquainted with him, who 
would fall victim to his 
scam. According to DB, 
three lawmakers invested 
several crores of taka, the 
DB said.

The DB officials said 
Zakir became the owner of 
a huge amount of wealth 
by duping people. He built 
a three-storied luxury 
house in Cumilla and flats 
and land in Dhaka and its 
outskirts. 

After acquiring a huge 
amount of wealth, he made 
his way to Cumilla’s local 
Jubo League. 

He eventually contested 
in the UP elections and 
became the chairman, 
while running his scams 
simultaneously.  To boldly climb
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the diplomatic 
relationships between the 
two countries. 

Mountaineer MA Mohit 
said the risks involved in 
the expedition are still 
unknown.

Three killed in road
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killed and his friend injured 
in a collision between a 
truck and a motorcycle in 
Shahbagh early yesterday.

The deceased was 
identified as Md Sohel (38) 
and the injured Salahuddin 
(40).

Police said the accident 
occurred as a sand-laden 
truck from Bakshibazar 

collided head-on with a 
motorcycle around 2:30am.

The two -- both traders -- 
were going to their homes 
in Narayanganj from 
Savar, said Sub-inspector 
Kawsar Ahmed Bhuiyan of 
Shahbagh Police Station. 
Police seized the truck but 
its driver and his assistant 
fled the scene.

TikTok stays
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need a specific regulation 
policy to monitor and 
operate such apps.”

Police officials dealing 
with cybercrimes suggested 
taking steps to have a legal 
agreement with the app 
authorities so that they 
can be held liable for some 
specific issues. 

“We often report to the 
authorities of these apps 
if any content needs to be 
removed. But they respond 
as per their standards as 
we do not have any legal 
agreement with them,” 
Tareq Bin Rashid, deputy 
commissioner of Cyber 
and Special Crime, told The 
Daily Star.

Contacted, a TikTok 
spokesperson, requesting 
anonymity, said 
Bangladesh is a priority 
market for TikTok and 
they are exploring ways of 
growing their community 
in the country.

“We work closely 
with the government to 
reinforce the safety of our 
platform users, where our 
Bangladeshi community 
can inspire creativity 
and spread joy,” the 
spokesperson added.

Shaon died
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and conveyed his sympathy 
to the bereaved family 
members. He said Judo Dal 
will arrange a protest rally 
in front of their Nayapaltan 
central office today.

Shaon, 27, who was 
injured during a clash 
between BNP men and 
police in Munshiganj on 
Wednesday, died at Dhaka 
Medical College Hospital 
on Thursday night.

He was on life support 
since 11:00pm Wednesday 
night. He had injuries in 
his head, said his younger 
brother Sohag. Shaon left 
behind a wife and a one-
year-old son, Sohag told 
The Daily Star.

Shobar Dhaka
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their issues,” he added.
However, Sohanur 

Rahman, consultant for 
the Shobar Dhaka app, said 
the reason for not adding 
the newly-added 18 wards is 

the lack of “mapping”. “The 
new 18 wards are yet to be 
included in the mapping of 
the app. We are working on 
it. Hopefully, we will get it 
done soon,” said Sohanur.

“People are starting to 

trust this app more and 
more each day. Users have 
expressed their satisfaction 
but nothing is flawless. We 
are constantly working to 
better the app,” he added.

2 govt hospitals
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13 office assistants against 
25 and five sweepers 
against 17 at the hospital.

Seeking anonymity, a 
hospital staffer said about 
63 percent of the posts 
have remained vacant since 
2014. Similarly, at Narsingdi 
Sadar Hospital, only eight 
doctors are available out of 
the required 19. 

Arifa Akter, a patient 
from Alokbali who came to 
Narsingdi Sadar Hospital 
recently, said, “I came here 
at 9:00am but could not 
get an entry ticket even 
at noon. Only two staffers 
are managing the service 
counter.”

During a recent visit 
to both the hospital, this 
correspondent saw five 
long queues of patients 
waiting for tickets to 
consult doctors at the 
outpatient service counter.

Dr Lupa Chawdhury, 
residential medical 
officer at Narsingdi Sadar 
Hospital, said, “It’s true 
that we are understaffed. 
We are also unable to 
manage the medical waste 
produced due to a shortage 
of employees.”

Dr Norul Islam, 
Narsingdi civil surgeon, 
said, “Around 131 [medical] 
posts in Narsingdi district 
are vacant since 2014. 
Gradually, the vacancy is 
increasing due to doctors 
and staffers moving to 
other places.”

“We have sent proposals 
to the higher authorities 
several times demanding 
recruitment but to no 
avail. Recently, a planning 
commission member 
visited our hospitals... 
Hopefully, we will get 
new buildings and new 
employees,” he added. 
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On the occasion of 25th National Photo Journalism Award 2022, a 13-member team of Bangladeshi 
photojournalists were featured through a photo exhibition titled “Amazing Bangladesh” in Nepal. The event 
was held at the Babar Mahal banquet hall in Kathmandu on Thursday.
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