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T SPORTS

India vs Australia
2nd T20I
Live from 08:00 pm 
TEN 2

UEFA Nations League
Georgia vs N. Macedonia

Live from 10:00 pm 
Italy vs England 
Live from 12:45 am (Saturday)
SONY SIX

UEFA Nations League
Germany vs Hungary 
Live from 12:45 am (Saturday)

BFF to increase 
female booters’ 
remuneration
SPORTS REPORTER

The members of the women’s football 
team hardly get any financial rewards when 
compared to their male counterparts, 
although the Bangladesh Football Federation 
(BFF) does offer incentives subject to the 
availability of sponsors.

The BFF began providing remuneration 
ranging between Tk 6,000-10,000 after 
Dhaka Bank became involved with women’s 
football in 2018 and BFF president Kazi 
Salahuddin promised to increase that figure 
after a meeting with the winners of the SAFF 
Women’s Championship at the BFF House 
yesterday.

“To be honest, there were no limits to our 
demands. We requested a raise, more gear and 
made other smaller demands. The president 
promised he would meet those demands,” 
captain Sabina Khatun said at a press briefing 
at the BFF house after the meeting.

Replying to a query, the 28-year-old 
forward added: “The president promised to 
give us respectable remuneration. What I am 
getting is enough for me. But these girls have 
been doing well and they deserve more. The 
BFF also believes that they need to increase 
the players’ salaries.”

Unlike most of her teammates, Sabina has 
had chances to play tournaments abroad and 
is scheduled to join the Maldives Defense 
team for a futsal tournament. She will leave 
for the island nation on September 30.

The Satkhira native also stressed her belief 
that the team would have to work harder not 
only to keep their newfound position intact, 
but to also expand their reach.

“We are now on top in South Asia, but 
we have to look for further improvement. 
I think the players in the senior team are 
understanding more about the game as they 
get older. The BFF president yesterday said 
that they were expecting us to lift the SAFF 
Women’s Championship title in 2024. But we 
delivered it two years ahead of schedule. That 
is evidence of the development of women’s 
football. If the federation continues to do 
its job, the women’s team will reach a good 
position in Asia.”
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The members of the Bangladesh 
women’s football team, who ensured a 
maiden SAFF Women’s Championship 
title earlier this week, were unwilling 
to let anything get in the way of their 
celebrations.

Just a day after the champions 
were afforded a hero’s welcome on 
Wednesday, news broke out that Krishna 
Rani Sarkar and Shamsunnahar Sr had 
money stolen from their luggage. 

But Rani, who scored a brace in the 
final against Nepal, took the matter 
on the chin, unwilling to let anything 
dampen the festive vibe engulfing the 

nation since the historic achievement.
“Obviously, it made me a bit sad but 

then I got over it. What can be done after 
the money has been stolen, right?” Rani 
said when contacted by The Daily Star on 
Thursday.

Asked if celebrations were still in full-
swing despite the unfortunate incident, 
the 21-year-old replied: “Yes. I don’t think 
it makes sense to harbor any bitterness 
after such a great achievement. Maybe 
there is some resentment, but not 
much.”

Rani, who hails from the Gopalpur 
upazila in Tangail, comes from a humble 
background. Asked if she had earmarked 
the money for a specific purpose, she 

added: “Actually yes, I set the money 
aside in case my family ever needed it.”

But still, Rani refused to let it dampen 
the mood. In fact, the footballer even 
asked her parents to not obsess over it 
since it would only hamper the festivities.

“She called us and informed us of the 
stolen money. At first, she sounded sad. 
But later, she asked us not to obsess over 
it. She said, the way everyone is praising 
us after our achievement, this incident 
should not dampen the festive mood,” 
Krishna’s father, Basudev Sarkar, said.

“She added that we have always had 
hardships, especially financial issues, 
but money is not everything. Losing 
some money is not the end of the world.”

‘Losing some money is 
not the end of the world’

Bangladesh women’s football team coach Golam Rabbani Choton, vice-captain Maria Manda and captain Sabina Khatun share a 
light moment during The Daily Star’s show ‘STAR SPECIAL’ on Thursday. They talked about the thrilling experience of their recent 
SAFF Women’s Championship triumph and the open top bus parade during their homecoming. PHOTO: FIROZ AHMED

Booters bag 
maiden win 
under Cabrera
SPORTS REPORTER

A more than pleasant wind is blowing in 
Bangladesh football as the Bangladesh national 
men’s team edged past Cambodia in a FIFA-
sanctioned friendly at the Morodok Techno 
National Stadium in the Cambodian capital of 
Phnom Penh yesterday. 

A solitary goal from midfielder Rakib Hossain 
was good enough to ensure a hard-fought 1-0 
victory for the men in red and green. 

Prior to the game, even though Bangladesh had 
won three times and drew once in four meetings 
against 18-rank higher Cambodia, Bangladesh’s 
recent form at the international circuit was a 
serious cause for concern since their last victory 
came as far back as November last year against 
Maldives.    

And the result means that apart from extending 
their unbeaten streak against Cambodia, 

Jamal Bhuiyan and Co have achieved 
their maiden victory under their 

Spanish coach Javier Cabrera 
after seven outings.

In the game, it was 
Bangladesh goalkeeper Anisur 
Rahman Zico who held the 
fortress for his side before 

Bangladesh took the lead. Zico 
first saved a free-kick hit from a 

dangerous spot in the 11th minute 
before pulling off a flying save eight 

minutes later. In between Zico’s saves, Bangladesh 
captain Jamal missed a glorious chance to draw 
the first blood.

Bangladesh, however, soon found the occasion 
to celebrate in the 23rd minute as forward Matin 
Mia beat two Cambodian defenders with a darting 
run and found Rakib to drive home with an 
angular shot from outside the box. 

Cambodia replied with full force in trying to get 
the equaliser before the break but the home side 
failed to capitalise after three good attempts.

Following the interval, Matin came close to 
widening the margin in the 74th as his shot 
from outside the box went to hit the crossbar. 
Cambodian attacks in the second-half were 
neutralised as Bangladesh resorted to keeping 
their shape intact.            
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The Tigers left for the UAE yesterday 
with stand-in skipper Nurul Hasan 
Sohan saying before the team’s 
departure that they wanted to get 
into the winning habit starting with 
the two matches against the hosts.

Bangladesh have won just two of 
the nine T20Is they have played this 
year, losing six and witnessing one 
game washed out by rain.

Most recently, they returned from 
the Asia Cup in UAE having lost both 
group matches and crashing out of 
the tournament.

Throughout the years, 
Bangladesh have sought to get 
gain in confidence whenever they 
are struggling for wins in the T20 
format by turning to Zimbabwe. 

Last year, they beat Australia 
and New Zealand at home to birth 
that ‘winning confidence’, albeit on 
pitches that got the batters out of 
their groove in the following 2021 

World Cup.
This year, they faced Zimbabwe 

on livelier pitches away from home 
this year and lost the series 2-1. 

Unable to count on that Zimbabwe 
boost, they might be eying the two-
match T20 series against the UAE 
as a way to rediscover their winning 
mojo. It is a demotion in terms of the 
quality of opposition many might 
point out.

With Shakib Al Hasan opting 
to skip the entire tour of the UAE 
to play in the Caribbean Premier 
League, Nurul Hasan Sohan was 
announced as skipper for the tour. 

“Obviously, our target will be to 
maintain a winning streak. If we can 
win both the matches against the 
UAE, the confidence gained from 
these wins will help us in the tri-
nation T20I series in New Zealand 
and the T20 World Cup,” he said.

Bangladesh’s training sessions 
at home were mostly hampered by 
showers, but the team will get better 

facilities in the UAE before playing 
the matches, slated for September 
25th and 27th respectively. 

Whether the winning confidence 
gained from the UAE series will birth 
something productive is another 
matter altogether.

“Although we lost the last few 
matches in the T20 format, if we 
can create a habit of winning then 
the team combination and overall 
outlook of the side will change. That 
will be our target,” Sohan said.

He said that they wanted to 
maintain a process. The team 
management was somewhat 
amused by the approach shown by 
batters in the Asia Cup game against 
Afghanistan. The second game 
against Sri Lanka saw a more T20-
like approach from the batters.

“We want to think in a big way 
and then follow a process. If we can 
follow the process, results will come 
in our favour,” he concluded.

Bangladesh batter Sabbir Rahman and pacer Taskin Ahmed were all smiles before boarding the Dubai-bound 
flight at the Hazrat Shahjalal International Airport yesterday. PHOTO:FIROZ AHMED

A demotion from 
Zim to UAE?


