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ACC seeks stay
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illegal wealth of Tk 34.53 
crore. 

The High Court, 
however, ordered Selim to 
surrender before the trial 
court concerned in four 
weeks.

The ACC filed the case 
with its Dhaka office on 
August 1.

Japanese envoy
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Also, Japan is our largest 
bilateral donor,” he said.

Asked whether the 
recent attacks on BNP 
leaders and activists have 
come up in the discussion,  
Khasru said, “I have already 
said that contemporary 
political issues have been 
discussed.”

Party’s organising 

secretary Shyama Obaid 
was also present in the 
meeting.

The meeting of the 
Japanese ambassador was 
held a day after the attack 
on BNP leaders including 
standing committee 
members Selima Rahman, 
Shyama Obaid and Tabith 
Awal on Saturday evening.

Punishment to culprits
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The court also issued a rule 
to this effect and asked the 
DC of Dhaka to make a reply 
to the rule in eight weeks, 
Deputy Attorney General 
Imran Ahmed Bhuiyan told 
this correspondent. 

The HC bench said it is 
necessary to ensure a fair 
trial of the case through 
properly analysing the 
circumstantial evidence 
and documents, and 
confessional statements 
of the accused as there is 
apparently no interested 
person from the victims 
about this case.

On July 20, 2019, 
40-year-old Renu, mother 
of Tuba and Mahir, went to 
Badda Uttar-Purba Primary 
School to inquire about the 
admission process to get 
four-year-old Tuba enrolled 
in the school. 

A mob beat her brutally 
to death in front of the 
school gate, suspecting 
her to be a kidnapper. 
Videos taken on mobile 
phones and CCTV, which 

later went viral, showed 
multiple people assaulting 
Renu with several hundred 
people around, most of 
whom were just silent 
spectators.

The killing, which 
outraged the entire 
country, took place at a 
time when incidents of mob 
attacks on people labelling 
them as “child kidnappers” 
were on the rise.

Following the incident, 
Syed Nasir Uddin Titu, 
Renu’s nephew, filed the 
case against 400 to 500 
unnamed attackers at 
Badda Police Station. The 
investigation officer of the 
case submitted a charge 
sheet to a Dhaka court 
on September 10, 2020, 
against the 15 accused.

On December 2 that year, 
Metropolitan Magistrate 
Md Manunur Rashid took 
cognisance of charges 
against the 15 accused and 
issued an arrest warrant 
against one Mohin Uddin, 
who was shown a fugitive 
in the case’s charge sheet.

DSA created to gag
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of journalist couple Sagar 
Sarowar and Meherun Runi 
has been deferred for 91 
times. On February 11, 2012, 
the journalist couple was 
murdered in the capital. 
Although 10 years have 

passed, law enforcement 
agencies have not been able 
to uncover the real mystery 
behind the murder.

“We want all incidents 
of torture and killing of 
journalists brought to 
justice,” he also said.  

Illegal, against public
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import only one lakh 
tonnes wheat could get the 
work order of importing 
five lakh tonnes of wheat?” 
he asked. Not being a part 
of the food items import 
sector, how National 
Electronic BD, a third-party 
local agency, got the work 
as a middleman, is another 
big question, he added. 

The statement wrote 
that a South Asian country 
cancelled the agreement 

with Prodintorg recently 
due to the inflated rate. 

“While the wheat 
price is decreasing in the 
global market, it is easily 
understandable that such 
agreement is for benefiting 
the middlemen by a 
syndicate who are misusing 
their power.”

He demanded a fair and 
neutral investigation to 
disclose the people behind 
the scene and bring them 
to book.

Court summons
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after one of the stolen 
paintings resurfaced in 
Cumilla. Ruma’s present 
husband Palash, gave a 
Facebook post on March 
31 claiming that an art 
exhibition displayed 
an original art piece of 
Humayun Ahmed.

The 10-day exhibition 
titled “Selected paintings 

of hundred artists from 
Bangladesh and India” was 
organised by Link Bangla, a 
venture of Palash.

The complainant alleged 
that event organisers did 
not obtain the painting 
legally and it was part of the 
four paintings that were 
not returned to Humayun’s 
family back in 2013.

Making his ‘ammu’
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going through a tough time 
raising him. Her husband 
had left her. She wasn’t 
being able to feed him well, 
and was mostly feeding rice 
water,” recalled Hazera.

“Shimul’s mother 
had left her profession 
soon after we took his 
responsibility,” she added.

“Doctors were available 
only once a month at 
Durjoy, so we had to 
take him to the Shishu 
hospital almost every week, 
wrapping him in a sari,” 
she added.

When Durjoy was closed, 
he was with his mother for 
some days, but as soon as 
Hazera started Shishuder 
Jonno Amra, his mother 
sent him to Hazera’s shelter 
again.

“I tried my best to look 
after this shy son of mine, 
provide him with proper 
education and tuition. 
Today, he’s 16-year-old and 
has become a healthy boy,” 
laughed Hazera. 

“Shimul’s mother, who 
currently works at an 
insurance company, comes 
to meet him once or twice 
a year. Shimul doesn’t care 
about her mother’s past 
(profession),” she added.

Shimul is the only SSC 
examinee at the shelter 
this year. “So far, the exams 
went well. I’m hoping for 
the best,” he said, adding, 
“Everything was possible 
for ammu.”  

When asked about his 

aim in life, he said he wants 
to be a banker.

Although Hazera’s 
finances never allowed her 
to complete her education, 
she always dreams that her 
children will be educated 
and live a life full of dignity. 

Hazera has also been 
planning to involve her four 
sons to work, as they are 
comparatively older, and 
took vocational training. 

At present, however, 
Hazera dreams of a 
permanent building for the 
shelter, as the number of 
children keeps increasing. 

“My daughters are 
growing up, so I had to 
shift my older sons to 
different places. Some of 
them had to be returned to 
their mothers. But the kids 
want to be together,” said 
Hazera. 

“If we could have 
separate floors for boys and 
girls, it would be great,” she 
added. 

“Besides, I always wanted 
to turn my shelter into a 
home for underprivileged 
children, which won’t be 
limited to the children of 
sex workers only,” she said. 

“I don’t have many wants. 
I just want to make sure my 
daughters never end up in 
the sex trade, while my boys 
live a life away from drugs 
and extortion,” Hazera 
added. 

*Names of all the 
children have been 
changed to protect their 
privacy. 

A commission
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the government to 
formulate and amend the 
laws.

However, the 
commission could not 
hold such a meeting after 
Justice ABM Khairul 
Huq’s tenure expired. 
Commission officials are 
now working on the issues 
decided by the commission 
in its policy meetings.

The institution will face 
difficulties if a chairman 
is not appointed soon, 
according to the sources.

The Commission’s 
secretary Atwar Rahman 
told this correspondent 
that the commission 
has so far made 166 
recommendations for 
formulating and amending 
laws after the institution 
was established in 1996.

He, however, could 
not say how many 
recommendations have 
been accepted by the 
governments.

There is no rule for 
the commission to 
monitor whether the 
government accepts its 
recommendations or not, 
he said.

Atwar Rahman also 
mentioned that the 
commission is now 
working in continuation 
of the previous activities, 
including the amendment 
of the Evidence Act.

He said it has sent 
a proposal to the 
government to increase the 
number of its members to 
four instead of the existing 
two. The commission is yet 
to get a decision from the 
government to this effect. 

High Court stays 
defamation case 
against journo
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The High Court yesterday stayed for six months 
the trial proceedings of a defamation case filed 
against Somoy TV journalist Afzal Hossain over 
airing a report on corruption allegation against 
a Noakhali court official, Mohammad Alamgir.

The HC bench of Justice Mohammad Ullah 
and Justice Mohi Uddin Shamim delivered the 
order following a petition filed by Afzal.

Alamgir, najir (sheriff) of Noakhali District 
Judge’s Court, filed the case with a Noakhali 
court on May 5 last year against six people, 
including the private TV channel’s Senior 
Reporter Afzal Hossain, Senior News Editor 
Manwar Hossain and Managing Director and 
Chief Executive Officer Ahmed Jobaer.

He filed the case after Somoy TV ran a report 
headlined “Adaloter Tritiyo Srenir Karmacharir 
Aboidho Sampader Pahar” (mountain of illegal 
assets of a class III employee of a court) on 
February 23, 2021.
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Foyez Baksh’s 
death anniv
STAR REPORT

Today is the 
15th death 
anniversary 
of Foyez 
B a k s h 
B h u i y a , 
a former 
businessman and social 
worker of Lalmonirhat, 
said a press release.

On the occasion, a milad 
mahfil will be held after Asr 
prayers and “kangali voj” 
at his residence “Jahanara 
Manzil”, Shahebpara, 
Lalmonirhat. 

Relatives, friends and 
well-wishers have been 
requested to attend the 
milad mahfil to pray for the 
salvation of the departed 
soul.

Provat Kumar 
passes away
STAR REPORT

P r o v a t 
Kumar Das, 
an editor, 
researcher 
and essayist 
in Paschim-
banga, died 
from a cardiac arrest in 
Kolkata yesterday. He was 
77, said a press release.

He had been the 
head of the publication 
department at Rabindra 
Bharati University for a 
long time. Besides, he 
served as first publishing 
editor of Paschimbanga 
Bangla Academy and 
publishing professor of 
Bangiya Sahitya Parishad. 

He worked as an editor 
of Natya Akademi Patrika, 
Jatra Akademi Patrika and 
Bahurupi Natyapatra.

He authored a book 
“Theatre Patrikar Chollish 
Bachhor”, which featured 
the theatre newspaper 
of Bangladesh. Theatre 
editor Ramendu Majumdar 
expressed deep shock at 
his death.   Liberation War 
Museum Trustee writer-
publisher Mofidul Haque 
and Bangladesh Theatre 
Archive director Babul 
Biswas also expressed 
condolences.
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