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Tabith hurt in attack
FROM PAGE 1

As soon as BNP Standing Committee 
Member Khandakar Mosharraf 
Hossain finished his speech around 
7:45pm, the AL men started hurling 
bricks at the BNP leaders and activists.

A large number of AL men soon 
swooped on them with sticks. 

BNP Joint Secretary General Syed 

Moazzem Hossain Alal said several 
women activists also got injured in the 
attack.

In Cumilla, Barkatullah Bulu and 
several others were attacked while 
having tea at Bipulshar Bazar, said 
Sarwar Jan Dolon, general secretary of 
Monoharganj BNP.

Bulu and at least four other party 

men were injured in the attack, he 
said, adding that Bulu was treated 
at a local hospital before starting for 
Dhaka, Dolon said.

In August, two BNP men were killed 
during alleged police firing in Bhola 
while another BNP man was shot dead 
during another reported police firing 
in Narayanganj this month.

Sanctions on Russia hurting people
FROM PAGE 2

on climate change issues.
The Bangladesh premier appreciated 

the widening climate partnership 
between the two countries.

Hasina briefed the Labour Party 

leader about the growing burden on 
Bangladesh due to the prolonged 
presence of the Rohingya from 
Myanmar.

They discussed the recent flare-up 
of armed conflicts in close proximity 

to Bangladesh’s border.
The prime minister pointed out 

that Bangladesh was exercising the 
utmost restraint despite spill-over 
effects of the conflicts inside its 
territory.

Hospital had no clue man died
FROM PAGE 1

open. Kalam fell down the shaft 
through the door, said officials who 
saw the footage. 

“The victim’s son Riyad Bepari 
filed an unnatural death case. We saw 
the footage,” said Nur-e-Azam Mia, 
officer-in-charge of Banani Police 
Station.

Riyad, 18, said the hospital 
authorities should bear the 
responsibility for the death caused by 
the faulty lift.

“My father had been suffering from 
stomach cancer for the last six months. 

I got him admitted to this hospital on 
Wednesday for an operation and went 
to Barishal to collect the money for his 
surgery,” he told The Daily Star. 

Since his father didn’t have a phone, 
Riyad had no way of knowing how his 
father was doing.

After he returned to the hospital 
yesterday, officials at the hospital told 
him that his father had fled from the 
facility around 7:30am on Thursday.

On his insistence, the officials 
looked into CCTV footage. 

Police last night recovered the body 
from the elevator pit and sent it to 

Shaheed Suhrawardy Medical College 
morgue for autopsy.

“The death was caused by sheer 
negligence. They kept the risky lift in 
operation… It was their duty to look 
for the patient who went missing. 
When I looked for him, they said that 
my father had fled,” Riyad said, adding 
that police recommended him to file 
an unnatural death case.

Contacted, hospital Director Prof 
Swapan Bandyopadhyay said, “The 
age-old lift has technical problems.” 

He didn’t comment on the 
allegation of negligence.

Volunteers collect rubbish washed ashore along the coastline of freedom island in Paranaque City, suburban Manila, Philippines, yesterday during a clean-up drive as part of 
the international coastal clean-up day. PHOTO: AFP

Five Syrian soldiers 
killed in Israeli strike
AFP, Damascus

An Israeli airstrike near Damascus airport killed 
five Syria soldiers yesterday, Syrian state media 
said. “The aggression led to the death of five 
soldiers and some material damage,” Syria’s 
official news agency Sana quoted a military source 
as saying. The strike carried out at approximately 
00:45 am (2145 GMT Friday) came “from the 
northeastern direction of Lake Tiberias, targeting 
Damascus airport and some points south of 
Damascus,” it added. The Syrian Observatory for 
Human Rights war monitor confirmed that the 
strikes killed five Syrian soldiers, and said two 
Iran-backed fighters were also killed. An Israeli 
strike in the countryside around the capital 
Damascus and south of coastal Tartus province 
killed three soldiers last month.

Turkey targets 
joining SCO

REUTERS, Istanbul

President Tayyip Erdogan 
said he was targeting 
membership of the 
Shanghai Cooperation 
Organisation (SCO) for 
Nato-member Turkey, 

broadcaster NTV and other 
media said yesterday. He was 

speaking to reporters after 
attending the SCO summit in 

Uzbekistan before heading to the 
United States. “Our relations with these countries 
will be moved to a much different position with 
this step,” Erdogan said. “When asked if he meant 
membership of the SCO, he said, “Of course, that’s 
the target”. Turkey is currently a dialogue partner 
of the SCO, whose members are China, Russia, 
India, Pakistan, Iran, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, 
Kazakhstan and Uzbekistan.

S Africa vows co-op 
with US but firm on 
keeping Russia ties
AFP, Washington

South Africa’s leader has agreed to cooperate closely 
with US President Joe Biden on health, security and 
climate but warned against punishing African nations for 
maintaining ties with Russia.

The Biden administration has put a new focus on Africa 
after being taken aback by the reluctance of some nations 
to condemn Russia over its invasion of Ukraine, which has 
triggered sweeping Western sanctions.

President Cyril Ramaphosa enjoyed unusually warm 
treatment from Biden, who walked him back to his 
motorcade at the White House, weeks after Secretary 
of State Antony Blinken traveled to South Africa and 
promised that the United States will listen more to 
Africans.

“We really need to make sure we fully understand one 
another,” Biden said as he welcomed Ramaphosa in the 
Oval Office. “Our partnership is essential.”

Ramaphosa said he sought to work together on 
security, including in South Africa’s troubled neighbor 
Mozambique, as well as on climate change, a key priority 
for the Biden administration.

But Ramaphosa warned Biden over a piece of legislation 
that has passed through the US House of Representatives 
which would require a strategy to counter Moscow’s role 
in Africa.

Ramaphosa said he explained that Africans should 
not be “punished” for their historic non-aligned position 
among major powers.

“I think it will harm Africa and marginalize the 
continent,” Ramaphosa told reporters after his meetings.

“We should not be told by anyone who we can 
associate with.”

Landslide in 
Nepal kills 14, 
seven injured
Rescue ops on for 
10 missing people 

REUTERS, Kathmandu

A landslide triggered by 
heavy rains killed at least 
14 people and injured 
seven in western Nepal, 
officials said yesterday, as 
rescue workers searched 
the disaster site to try to 
find a further 10 missing 
people.

Rescuers had pulled the 
dead and injured from the 
silt- covered wreckage of 
five houses buried under 
mud in Achham district, 
about 450 km (281 miles) 
west of the capital city 
of Kathmandu, said Dan 
Bahadur Karki, a police 
spokesperson.

Local media footage 
showed rescuers clearing 
slush with their hands in 
a desperate search for the 
missing people who were 
believed trapped. Officials 
said the injured had 
been rushed to a nearby 
hospital.

Flash floods and 
landslides occur frequently 
in the mountainous 
terrain of Nepal, especially 
during annual monsoon 
rains between June and 
September.

At least 48 people 
have been killed and 12 
are missing across the 
country in flash floods and 
landslides so far this year, 
according to official data.

Sued at 17, JnU student in jail
FROM PAGE 1

warrant that this issue came to light. 
Khadija’s sister Monira said, “We 

were completely taken aback. None 
of us knew there were police cases 
filed against her … They showed up 
at our house in Mirpur at 9:30pm at 
night and took her away.” 

She added, “She was 17 years old 
when the cases were filed. They 
needed to let her parents know, but 
they did not do so.” 

According to her National ID card 
and academic documents, Khadija 
was 17 in 2020. 

However, both police cases show 
her to be an adult – she was shown 19 
in one and 22 in another. 

The other accused in both cases 
was the guest speaker on Khadija’s 
webinar – Major (Retd) Delwar 
Hossain, a retired army officer with 
a large social media following for 
his shows where current events and 
politics are discussed. 

Delwar, who is abroad now, was 
sued on similar charges before.

Both the cases have almost 
identical language, despite being 
filed a week apart with two separate 
police stations by two different 
officers. 

Both stated that Khadija was 
“trying to cloud the existing political 
situation”, “involve the general public 
in anti-government activities”, and 
“impact the reputation of Bangladesh 

in the international world”. 
They also stated that the 

accused were trying to “bring 
down the legitimate government 
of Bangladesh” and were “insulting 
the Prime Minister, government 
agencies, and important people of 
the state”. 

The first information reports also 
accused them of spreading hatred 
among people of different classes 
and communities. 

“The accused are utilising their 
friends and relatives to spread their 
content on social media and it is 
mandatory to take legal action 
against them to maintain law and 
order,” the cases said. 

The video, based on which such 
allegations surfaced, shows Khadija, 
the host, asking pre-scripted 
questions like “What is your opinion 
on the current deterioration in law 
and order and social degradation?”, 
“How important is student politics?” 
and “Do you think BNP is failing to 
play its role as the opposition?” 

According to the Criminal 
Investigation Department of police’s 
forensic laboratory report, they 
took issue with her guest speaker’s 
responses. 

The responses, which the CID 
pointed out as incendiary, include 
calling the government “fascist”, 
claiming that a public uprising 
is needed to install a patriotic 

government, claiming that all law 
enforcers pander to foreign agendas, 
among others. 

The YouTube video has roughly 
11 thousand views and was only 
broadcast through Delwar’s handle. 

Meanwhile, sup-inspector 
Mohammad Arif Hossain of 
Kalabagan police, who sued Khadija, 
does not even remember filing the 
case. 

“I don’t remember what incident 
you are talking about … I don’t think 
I ever sued a Jagannath student,” he 
said, even though the whole FIR was 
written in first person. 

The charge sheet of the New 
Market case stated that “multiple 
raids were conducted to arrest 
Khadijatul Kubra but since she 
was absconding, she could not be 
arrested.” 

However, her sister Monira said, 
“She had been home the whole time. 
She used to go to university, come 
home and tutor children.” 

Khadija, who has kidney stones, is 
now spending days in prison without 
any medication. 

“Our father works in a house in 
Kuwait, we had to struggle very hard 
for our education. She was always the 
better student and even managed to 
get into a university, while I go to a 
degree college.

“My sister’s dreams cannot end 
here.” 

DEATH OF QUEEN ELIZABETH II

C’wealth faces uncertain future
REUTERS, London

When she was a child growing up in Nigeria, 
Timie Ogunmola’s father used to show 
her black-and-white pictures of his trip to 
London in 1953 to attend Queen Elizabeth’s 
coronation as an official in what was then his 
country’s colonial administration.

Now a resident of Edinburgh in her 
60s, Ogunmola was among thousands of 
mourners who filed past the queen’s 
coffin this week as it lay at rest 
in the city’s cathedral, eager 
to pay her respects to a 
monarch who has been a 
fixture in her life.

“We are from the 
C o m m o n w e a l t h 
countries, she is 
the queen of the 
C o m m o n w e a l t h 
for us,” said an 
emotional Ogunmola, 
shortly after exiting 
the cathedral. “We grew 
up seeing her.”

The Commonwealth, 
a club of 56 countries that 
evolved out of the British Empire 
after World War Two and which 
presents itself as a partnership of equals, 
mattered hugely to the late queen, who as its 
head made numerous visits to member states 
and cultivated friendly ties with their leaders.

Her dedication and longevity meant that 
many Commonwealth citizens, like Ogunmola, 
grew up seeing her and felt genuine warmth 
towards her, a reservoir of goodwill that gave 
meaning to the organisation. Her presence 
at Commonwealth events attracted heads of 
state and government, giving it diplomatic 
clout.

Now that she is gone, the baton passes to 
her son King Charles, as she had hoped and 
as was agreed by Commonwealth leaders in 
2018, but stepping into her shoes will not be 

straightforward for the new monarch, who is 
far less popular.

Some Caribbean ministers have questioned 
why he should succeed her as head of the 
Commonwealth, noting the British monarch 
is not automatically its figurehead and 
suggesting that this was redolent of the 
days of Empire, when British colonies were 
expected to transfer allegiance from one 
monarch to the next. 

The question of colonial legacies, 
hotly debated in the Caribbean 

and among some sections 
of British society, is an 

underlying tension in the 
Commonwealth, some 

observers say.
“Yes, the queen is 

a powerful symbol,” 
said Nicole Aljoe, a 
professor of English 
and Africana Studies 
at Northeastern 

University in Boston in 
the United States.

“She’s also a powerful 
symbol not only of the 

good stuff, but also of the 
very negative outcomes that have 

occurred because of Empire,” said 
Aljoe, who was born in Jamaica.

Some voices within the Commonwealth 
have called for a reckoning with that history, 
and Charles surprised many at its most recent 
summit of heads of state and government, in 
Rwanda in June, by raising the issue of slavery. 

“I want to acknowledge that the roots of 
our contemporary association run deep into 
the most painful period of our history,” he 
said, expressing personal sorrow at the pain 
caused by the slave trade.

Charles said the time had come for the 
Commonwealth to have a conversation about 
slavery, but neither he nor anyone else has 
explained how that would work, what it would 
seek to achieve and whether it would tackle 

the question of reparations.
Calls for Britain to pay reparations for its 

role in the slave trade have grown louder in 
recent years, especially in the Caribbean, 
and some say the Commonwealth could be 
a useful forum in which to thrash out the 
highly divisive issue.

“Just because people are scared about 
where a debate will end up does not mean 
that we shouldn’t engage in it,” said Valerie 
Amos, a British ex-minister and diplomat, 
now head of an Oxford college, who was born 
in Guyana, a Commonwealth member.

So far, however, there is no sign that the 
organisation is gearing up for a structured 
and substantive dialogue about these issues.

In an interview with Reuters, 
Commonwealth Secretary-General Patricia 
Scotland emphasised the club’s appeal 
beyond the circle of former British colonies, 
pointing out that new entrants Togo and 
Gabon had been French colonies. 

“There are more countries applying even 
now, so I think she (the queen) has left our 
Commonwealth in robust good health,” said 
Scotland.

The organisation tends to put forward its 
work on issues such as trade, climate change 
and human rights, but critics say it struggles 
to make much of an impact in those areas as 
other international bodies have more specific 
powers and mandates.

Some observers warn that, without 
the queen to provide focus and unity, the 
Commonwealth risks fading into irrelevance 
unless it shows it can improve its citizens’ 
lives.

Amos said she saw it as a positive thing to 
have a club where leaders and citizens from 
disparate countries, large or small, rich or 
poor, could meet and talk on an equal footing.

“But the Commonwealth will have to evolve 
around that agenda and have some clarity 
about exactly what contribution it can make 
to people going forward,” she said.
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