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The second International
Conference on Sustainable
Fisheries of the Faculty
of Fisheries of Sylhet
Agriculture University
began in Sylhet yesterday.
With the motto
“Achieving Sustainable
Development Goal
Through Fisheries”, the
three-day conference
was inaugurated at a
convention hall in Sylhet.
On the first day, four
sessions on fish farming
and nutrition, water
resources management
and conservation, fisheries
and climate change,
and fisheries health
management took place.
Besides, 53 research

Although this structure at the heart of the capital’s Bangabandhu Stadium was meant for beautification, lack of maintenance has turned
it into an eyesore. Meanwhile, owners of nearby shops continue to dump cork sheets received in the packaging of different products
there. This photo was taken in Gulistan area recently.
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for pay hike

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Amid price hike of essential commodities, RMG workers
continued their protest for salary hike yesterday.

Under the banner of Bangladesh Garments Sramik
Sanghati, they staged rallies in Mirpur and Ashulia areas
in Dhaka yesterday. Police obstructed the procession
in Ashulia, they said. Farlier, several labour unions
demanded Tk 20,000 as wage. But in the current
situation, the amount is not enough, they said, adding
that it should be raised to Tk 25,000.

The organisation’s central leader Taslima Akhtar,
Babul Hossain, Ziadul Islam and Billal Sheikh addressed
the Ashulia rally while Laiju Akhter, Prabir Saha, Deepak
Roy and others spoke at Mirpur event.

The leaders said people are suffering due to the
skyrocketing prices of daily commodities. They
condemned the government decision to reduce the
price of fuel oil by only Tk 5 when the price had gone up
previously by 40-50 percent. Due to this hike, life of the
working people is in jeopardy, they said.

findings were presented by
the researchers along with
22 poster presentations on
research. More than 300
researchers  participated
from 10 countries and
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“Even though the hilsa

a total of 193 research
findings will be presented
at the event.

The conference was
inaugurated by Prof Dr Md
Matiar Rahman Howlader,
the conference chief patron
and SAU vice-chancellor,
and chaired by Prof Dr
Mrityunjoy Kunda, dean of
the faculty of fisheries dean
at SAU. Professor Emeritus
MA Sattar Mondal,
former VC of Bangladesh
Agriculture University,
presented keynote
speech.

the

season is in full swing
now, we are running our
business by borrowing and

lending.”
Another fisher, Amir
Hossain, said [“If this

continues, we will have to
leave this profession for
good.”

Fazlu Gazi, owner of
Gazi Fish, also local UP
chairperson, said about
4,000 fishers have left their
profession in the last five
years. “If this continues, no
one will be there to catch
fish,” he feared.
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Although fuel prices
were slashed slightly, by
Tk 5 per litre, the fishers
say this won’t mean much
in the grand scheme of

things.

Fisher Abdul Mannan
said, “First, they [the
government| increased

diesel price by almost Tk
40. The so-called price
reduction now is nothing
but a poor joke.”

All  the fishers
correspondent
to said they are now
wondering if the risks
they take to catch fish are
actually worth it.

this
talked

High risks, little rewards

At least 25 fishing
trawlers of  Patuakhali
drowned due to low
pressure in the bay between
August 13 and 18. During

this time, around 370
fishers disappeared into
the sea.

Later, fishers  were
rescued from different
places.

Contacted, Patuakhali
district fisheries officer SM
Azharul Islam said, “The
current crisis is due to
the hike in fuel price. We
are trying to find ways to
compensate the fishers.”

New wage board
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card, garment workers have
been deprived, they added.

Addressing the event,
Commerce Minister Tipu
Munshi said at present, it
has become really difficult
to run a family with the
salaries of the garment
workers. Arrangements
will be made soon in
consultation  with the
government to introduce
rationing  system  for
garment workers, he added.

“A research is needed on
how much the owners are
buying goods, how much
import is being made and
how much the workers are
getting paid,” he said, while
addressing the programme
as chief guest.

Lawmaker Rashed
Khan Menon, president
of Workers Party, who
inaugurated the event,
said the garment workers
are living an uncertain life
in the post-Covid world,

especially when prices of
daily commodities have
skyrocketed.

“The last wage board was
fixed in 2018. A 5 percent
increase in salaries was
promised after three years
following a re-evaluation.
But it didn’t happen. It’s
time to re-evaluate wages.
The national minimum
wage, which is stuck in
the High Court, also needs
to be implemented,” he
added.

Aminul Haque Amin,
president of NGWFE,
presided over the event. He
advocated for maternity
leave and TCB family cards
for garment workers.

Shamsun Nahar,
member of Parliamentary
Standing Committee on
the Ministry of Labour
and Employment, and
Zobaida Parvin, general
secretary  of Bangladesh
National Women Lawyers’
Association, also spoke.

JP not with any
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“We have not announced
to boycott the election...
We will take a decision
after observing the actual
situation. We will take into
consideration the interests
of the country and people...
then we will take a decision
after a discussion in the
party forum,” he said.

Without mentioning
the recent removal of
opposition  chief  whip

Moshiur Rahman Ranga
from all posts of JP, GM
Quader said maintaining
orderisveryimportant even
in peaceful movements. “If

someone wants Lo destroy
the party hierarchy, no
matter how big the leader
is or how influential or
rich they are, we will not
spare anyone. We will work
to protect the interests of
the country and people by
removing all conspiracies
and conspirators.”

Quader also said mega
projects are going on in
the country for mega
corruption. No work is
completed on time and
within specified allocation.
Every project is costing
extra time and money.

Mangalabash
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problems of the hostel,
but the college authorities
haven’t solved them.

“We have only one
demand from the college
administration - the

hostel’s problems should
be resolved as soon as
possible,” he said.
Contacted, Prof Amena
Begum, principal of
Kabi Nazrul Government
College, said, “We're going
to renovate the hostel
through the Education

Engineering Department.
They will visit the hostel
next week.”

“There’s no  specific
information on how many
students are staying there.
The hostel students filed a
petition seeking solutions
to  various  problems.
We'lll do  whatever s
necessary to [facilitate
their accommodation.
Besides, we will also make
arrangements (0 repair it,
keeping its tradition,” she
added.

Abul Hasnat passes
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Corporation during 1977-
1982 and again in 1990.

He was also a founding

member of the BNP
standing committee.
He served as the

minister of housing and
public works in the cabinet
of President Justice

Abdus Sattar and Hussain
Muhammad Ershad.

He joined Jatiya Party
in 1990 and was elected to
parliament from Dhaka-9
constituency in a by
election as a candidate
of the party. He rejoined
BNP after Ershad was
overthrown in 1990.

PBI to probe case
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Rahima remained missing

been arrested in this case.
They are Rahima’s second

for 17 days and police failed
to find her, her younger
daughter Aduri  Akter
appealed (o the Khulna
court to transfer the case
to the PBI, said Rahima’s
elder daughter Mariyam
Mannan.

The same day the court
ordered police to hand over
the case to the PBI, but the
cops are yet to comply with
the order, she told the news
agency.

When asked, Nazrul
Islam, officer-in-charge of
Doulatpur Police Station,
said, “We have received
the order and the case
document will be handed
over when PBI asks for it.”

So far, six people have

husband Belal Howladar,
Mohiuddin, Palash, Jewel,
Helal Sharif, and assistant
engineer at Khulna
University of Engineering
and Technology (Kuet)
Golam Kibria.

As the case will now be
investigated by the PBI, a
remand appeal made by
the police to interrogate
Rahima’s second husband
Belal remains pending for
hearing, said the OC.

Rahima’s  daughter
Mariyam, in a Facebook
post on Thursday, said
they have been sticking
“missing” posters in
Khulna city in the hope
they will get their mother
back.
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