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Only a level-
playing field
FROM PAGE 1

Opposition parties were 
yet to be strong or popular 
enough to emerge as a force 
playing an effective role in 
ensuring free and fair polls, 
he said.

Responding to a 
query, Iftekharuzzaman 
said it was unfortunate 
and unacceptable that 
institutions such as the 
administration and law 
enforcement agencies 
that are responsible for 
upholding democracy have 
been made into “partisan 
platforms”.

He said that being an 
anti-graft watchdog, the 
TIB is concerned over the 
role of Jatiya Sangsad 
since it is one of the 
democratic institutions 
that represent the people 
and play an important role 
in holding the government 
accountable.

Stressing the importance 
of the polls-time roles of 
the administration and the 
law enforcement agencies, 
he said the neutral role that 
they should play was not 
visible during the previous 
elections.

The Election 
Commission needs to 
ensure that transfer 
and posting of officials 
of the administration 
and members of law 
enforcement agencies 
during polls-time happen 
under its supervision, he 
added.

The TIB executive 
director said the main 
concern was ensuring 
a “level-playing field”, 
and there are two main 
challenges in achieving it.

“One is what will be 
the role of the polls-time 
government,” he said, 
adding that there was need 
for bringing legal reforms 
to make sure the polls-time 
government is neutral and 
impartial.

“We believe the Election 
Commission also feels that 
way,” he said, suggesting 
that the EC ask the 
government to formulate 
laws so that the polls-time 
government plays its due 
role and ensures a level-
playing field.

In Bangladesh, the 
playing field becomes 
uneven when ministers and 
lawmakers run while still 
serving their posts, he said.

In such a situation, the 
candidates in question 
enjoy advantages, and 
local administration and 
law enforcement agencies 
come under a certain type 
of pressure, he added.

“The EC needs to look 
into this,” he added.

A problem party
FROM PAGE 1

As yesterday was the last date of submitting nomination 
papers, AL lone candidates are contesting chairman posts 
in 19 districts, while in 12 other districts two candidates are 
facing off, according to Election Commission statistics.

In the remaining 30 districts, AL chairman candidates 
will have to face several party dissidents. But the party 
is hopeful of minimising its rebel candidates before 
September 25, the last date for withdrawal candidatures, 
according to party insiders.

The 19 zila parishads where chairman candidates were 
elected unopposed are: Gopalganj, Chapainawabganj, 
Jhalakathi, Tangail, Thakurgaon, Naogaon, Narayanganj, 
Feni, Barguna, Bagerhat, Bhola, Madaripur, Munshiganj, 
Moulvibazar, Laxmipur, Lalmonirhat, Shariatpur, 
Sirajganj and Sylhet.

As BNP and other major political parties boycotted 
different levels of local government polls, and ruling party 
leaders or AL rebels won most local government elections. 
This made AL district level leaders, knowing victory 
is virtually guaranteed, desperate to get party tickets, 
according to party insiders.

Around 500 district leaders sought party nominations 
this time and from them, the ruling party on Saturday 
announced its party candidates for 61 districts.

With dissidents forming nearly half of the elected local 
representatives, party rebels are encouraged to contest 
the polls ignoring the party decision.

Repeated warnings of punitive actions such as 
expulsion, not getting nominations in the future, and not 
being elected for party posts, have so far failed to prevent 
AL leaders from vying against AL nominees in elections.

To deter rebel candidates, the ruling party decided last 
year not to give nominations to leaders who contested 
elections against AL nominees.

This time, however,the party contradicted its own 
decision by nominating Chattogram north district unit 
AL Vice-president ATM Piarul Islam as its chairman 
candidate for Chattogram zila parishad after he ran as a 
rebel candidate from Chattogram-2 constituency in the 
2018 national polls.

But as per the party constitution adopted in 2016, 
any party leader contesting an election against party-
nominated candidates would be directly expelled.

Jubo League Presidium Member Mojibur Rahman 
Nixon, who won from Faridpur-4 constituency as a party 
dissident, is backing Shahadat Hossain, also a central 
Jubo League leader, vying for chairman post of Faridpur 
zila parishad.

Members of the public file past the coffin of Queen Elizabeth II, draped in the Royal Standard with the Imperial 
State Crown and the Sovereign’s orb and sceptre, lying in state on the catafalque in Westminster Hall, at the 
Palace of Westminster, London, ahead of her funeral on Monday. Tens of thousands of mourners, some waiting 
through the night, queued for hours yesterday to pay their last respects to Queen Elizabeth II on the first full 
day of her coffin lying in state. PHOTO: REUTERS

MAJOR BILL TO MAKE TAIWAN TIES MORE OFFICIAL

US Senate takes first step
AFP, Washington

The Senate Foreign Relations 
Committee took the first step 
Wednesday toward the United 
States directly providing billions of 
dollars in military aid to Taiwan and 
making ties more official, ramping 
up support following.

The United States has for decades 
sold weapons to Taiwan but the 
new legislation will go further by 

providing US security assistance 
to the tune of $4.5 billion over four 
years, a move that has infuriated 
Beijing.

China slammed the bill yesterday, 
saying it had lodged “solemn 
representations” with Washington 
over legislation it claimed “violates 
the one-China principle”.

Under the act, the United States 
will still not diplomatically recognize 
Taiwan. The de facto US embassy -- 

now officially the Taipei Economic 
and Cultural Representative Office 
-- would be renamed the Taiwan 
Representative Office and the US 
government would be instructed to 
interact with Taiwan as it would with 
any government.

The act would also designate 
Taiwan a “major non-Nato ally,” a 
status for the closest US military 
partners outside of the trans-
Atlantic alliance.

‘Don’t drown’ 

the world
UN chief launches urgent appeal 
to leaders on climate change
AFP, United Nations

The UN chief has made an urgent appeal to world leaders 
to act on climate change and “lower the temperature” so as 
not to “drown” the world, after visiting flood-hit Pakistan.

“I have just returned from Pakistan, where I looked 
through a window into the future -- a future of permanent 
and ubiquitous climate chaos on an unimaginable scale,” 
Secretary-General Antonio Guterres told a news conference 
days before dozens of global leaders were due to arrive in 
New York for the UN General Assembly High-Level Week.

“What is happening in Pakistan demonstrates the sheer 
inadequacy of the global response to the climate crisis, and 
the betrayal and injustice at the heart of it.”

Nearly 1,400 people died in flooding in Pakistan that 
covers an area the size of the United Kingdom.

“My message to world leaders 
gathering here is clear: Lower 
the temperature -- now. Don’t 
flood the world today; don’t 
drown it tomorrow,” he said 
on Wednesday, denouncing 
“decades of intransigence 
by big emitters,” particularly 
Group of 20 members.

“If one-third of G20 countries 
was under water today, as it could 
be tomorrow, perhaps they would 
find it easier to agree on drastic cuts to 
emissions.” 

He hit out at big fossil fuel companies as well, accusing 
them of “killing the planet to rake in the most” possible.

Guterres also lamented divisions in the international 
community, saying, “Geostrategic divides are the widest 
they have been since at least the Cold War.

“They are paralyzing the global response to the dramatic 
challenges we face,” including war, climate change, poverty, 
hunger and inequality, he said. “The solidarity envisioned 
in the United Nations Charter is being devoured by the 
acids of nationalism and self-interest.”
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