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Members of the public file past the coffin of Queen Elizabeth II, draped in the Royal Standard with the Imperial 
State Crown and the Sovereign’s orb and sceptre, lying in state on the catafalque in Westminster Hall, at the 
Palace of Westminster, London, ahead of her funeral on Monday. Tens of thousands of mourners, some waiting 
through the night, queued for hours yesterday to pay their last respects to Queen Elizabeth II on the first full 
day of her coffin lying in state. PHOTO: REUTERS

ARMENIA-AZERBAIJAN CLASHES

Ceasefire holds
AFP, Yerevan

Azerbaijan yesterday said that 71 of its troops had 
died in border clashes with Armenia over the last 
two days in the worst fighting since 2020. Yerevan 
said a ceasefire was holding on the Armenian-
Azerbaijani border, with no fresh violence 
reported overnight. The earlier death toll given by 
Azerbaijan was 50. Azerbaijan’s defence ministry 
published a list of 71 servicemen killed in clashes 
between the historic rivals since Tuesday while 
Yerevan said 105 of its troops were killed.

CLASH WITH ISRAELI FORCES

Palestinian teen killed
AFP, Kafr Dan

A Palestinian teenager was shot to the head 
yesterday during clashes with Israeli forces in the 
occupied West Bank. Uday Salah, 17, was killed 
in Kafr Dan, Jenin governorate. The Israeli army 
said its forces were “mapping out the homes of the 
terrorists who killed Major Bar Falah”, who was 
shot dead at a checkpoint north of Jenin in pre-
dawn clashes on Wednesday. Two Palestinian also 
died in Wednesday’s violence.MAJOR BILL TO MAKE TAIWAN TIES MORE OFFICIAL

US Senate takes first step
AFP, Washington

The Senate Foreign Relations 
Committee took the first step 
Wednesday toward the United 
States directly providing billions of 
dollars in military aid to Taiwan and 
making ties more official, ramping 
up support following.

The United States has for decades 
sold weapons to Taiwan but the 
new legislation will go further by 

providing US security assistance 
to the tune of $4.5 billion over four 
years, a move that has infuriated 
Beijing.

China slammed the bill yesterday, 
saying it had lodged “solemn 
representations” with Washington 
over legislation it claimed “violates 
the one-China principle”.

Under the act, the United States 
will still not diplomatically recognize 
Taiwan. The de facto US embassy -- 

now officially the Taipei Economic 
and Cultural Representative Office 
-- would be renamed the Taiwan 
Representative Office and the US 
government would be instructed to 
interact with Taiwan as it would with 
any government.

The act would also designate 
Taiwan a “major non-Nato ally,” a 
status for the closest US military 
partners outside of the trans-
Atlantic alliance.

Typhoon lashes China
AFP, Shanghai

High winds and heavy rain lashed China’s densely 
populated east coast yesterday after Typhoon 
Muifa forced around 1.6 million people to leave 
their homes and grounded most flights at 
Shanghai’s main airports. Muifa is the strongest 
tropical cyclone to hit Shanghai -- home to more 
than 25 million people -- since record-keeping 
began in 1949, state broadcaster CCTV said. 
However, there were no immediate reports of any 
deaths or casualties.

Co-op makes 
US-sanctioned 
states stronger
Raisi tells Putin

AFP, Samarkand

Iran’s President Ebrahim 
Raisi yesterday told his 
Russian counterpart 
Vladimir Putin that the 
cooperation among 
countries sanctioned by 
the United States will 
make them “stronger”.

“The relationship 
between countries that 
are sanctioned by the 
US, such as Iran, Russia 
or other countries, 
can overcome many 
problems and issues and 
make them stronger,” 
Raisi said in a meeting 
with Putin in Uzbekistan.

“The Americans think 
whichever country they 
impose sanctions on, 
it will be stopped, their 
perception is a wrong 
one.”

Raisi said his country 
is “seriously determined 
to develop bilateral 
strategic relations” with 
Russia in the fields of 
politics, economy, trade, 
and aerospace.

It was the second 
meeting between 
Raisi and Putin in 
two months, after the 
Russian President’s visit 
to Tehran on July 19.

Putin also hailed 
growing ties with 
the Islamic republic, 
saying “on the bilateral 
level, cooperation is 
developing positively”

He added that work on 
a major new Russia-Iran 
treaty on strategic ties 
was nearly completed 
and that Moscow would 
be sending a Russian 
business delegation 
to Iran next week to 
develop commercial ties.

“We are doing 
everything to make Iran 
a full member of the 
Shanghai Cooperation 
Organisation,” Putin 
added, in reference to 
Tehran’s application 
for full membership in 
the group, which brings 
together China, Russia, 
India, Pakistan and four 
ex-Soviet Central Asian 
countries.

At a conference in 
Dushanbe in September 
last year, members of 
the bloc endorsed Iran’s 
future membership.

‘Don’t drown’ 

the world
UN chief launches urgent appeal 
to leaders on climate change
AFP, United Nations

The UN chief has made an urgent appeal to world leaders 
to act on climate change and “lower the temperature” so as 
not to “drown” the world, after visiting flood-hit Pakistan.

“I have just returned from Pakistan, where I looked 
through a window into the future -- a future of permanent 
and ubiquitous climate chaos on an unimaginable scale,” 
Secretary-General Antonio Guterres told a news conference 
days before dozens of global leaders were due to arrive in 
New York for the UN General Assembly High-Level Week.

“What is happening in Pakistan demonstrates the sheer 
inadequacy of the global response to the climate crisis, and 
the betrayal and injustice at the heart of it.”

Nearly 1,400 people died in flooding in Pakistan that 
covers an area the size of the United Kingdom.

“My message to world leaders 
gathering here is clear: Lower 
the temperature -- now. Don’t 
flood the world today; don’t 
drown it tomorrow,” he said 
on Wednesday, denouncing 
“decades of intransigence 
by big emitters,” particularly 
Group of 20 members.

“If one-third of G20 countries 
was under water today, as it could 
be tomorrow, perhaps they would 
find it easier to agree on drastic cuts to 
emissions.” 

He hit out at big fossil fuel companies as well, accusing 
them of “killing the planet to rake in the most” possible.

Guterres also lamented divisions in the international 
community, saying, “Geostrategic divides are the widest 
they have been since at least the Cold War.

“They are paralyzing the global response to the dramatic 
challenges we face,” including war, climate change, poverty, 
hunger and inequality, he said. “The solidarity envisioned 
in the United Nations Charter is being devoured by the 
acids of nationalism and self-interest.”


