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‘Hijra, not
third gender’

Say trans rights
activists at dialogue
on transgender,
gender-diverse
population

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

There is a  massive
knowledge gap when it
comes to the issues of the
transgender and  Hijra
community in the country,
said members of the
community at a dialogue
yesterday.

“Most of the time,
media address us as the
‘third gender’, which is a
derogatory term. In 2013,
the government recognised
us as ‘Hijra’, not ‘third
gender’,” said Tanisha
Yeasmin Chaity, a trans
woman and trans rights
activist.

She made the remarks
at the dialogue, titled
“Developing the inherent
capacities of ”, organised
by Somporker Noya Setu
at  Krishibid Institution
Bangladesh.

Trans woman S
Srabonti said people of the
transgender  community
face a lot of discrimination
in accessing healthcare in
mainstream hospitals and
the most basic of things,
like toilets and sanitation.

“No one talks about
the discrimination  we
face in the workplace. We
face wage discrimination

and sometimes sexual
harassment from
colleagues,” said Mizanul

Haque Mitu, vice president
of Paddakuri Hijra Sangha.

“The Tk 10,000 after
the completion of training
provided by the social
services department
cannot change our fate. If
they can involve us in work
or allow us networking
opportunities, that could
be helpful,” she added.

The recent population
and housing census 2022
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How to kill a Canal

Once mighty, Subhadda falls victim to encroachment, pollution

MOKAMMEL SHUVO, back from Keraniganj

Do you know how much garbage it takes to
kill a 13-kilometre-long flowing canal?

If you don’t, then you have (o visit Dhaka’s
Keraniganj upazila and witness the death of
a canal named “Subhadda” to get a firsthand
experience.

During two recent visits to Keraniganj,
this correspondent witnessed how a canal
has been killed by indiscriminate dumping of
waste and subsequent encroachment.

The huge heaps of garbage, composed of
polyethene and fabric scraps from nearby
factories, are dumped on the canal at several
points. In many places, the canal has been
filled with water hyacinths.

“In some areas, the polyethene layer is so
thick that people can walk through the canal
without getting their feet wet,” said Selim
Khan, a Baruitola resident.

“People are grabbing the canal by dumping

In some areas, the polyethene
layer is so thick that people
can walk through the canal

without getting their feet wet.

waste there first,” he alleged.

Besides local grabbers, the Zila Parishad
had also built a market by grabbing the
canal’s land in Aganagar area, the starting
point of the canal, said Water Development
Board (WDB) sources.

Afterwards, other grabbers occupied
portions of the canal to build markets, they
added.

One end of the Subhadda canal started
from the Buriganga at Aganagar and the
other end falls in the Dhaleswari at Mollahhat,
said Masud Rana, section officer of WDB
Keraniganj circle.

The canal’s width is 20 metres at best,
said ML Saikat, executive engineer of WDB
Dhaka-2.

However, at present, huge piles of scrap
fabric have clogged its connectivity at
Aganagar point due to the surrounding
garment factories. “Twenty years ago, we
sailed to the Dheleswari through the canal

from the Buriganga. Big boats transported
goods using this route,” said Mohammad
Hasim, a resident of Keraniganj’s Kacharipara.

Sukumar Mandal (60), another resident,
said, “Once, people living on the canal bank
used its water for drinking and cooking. But
now the canal has dried up in many areas due
to garbage dumping.”

“The union parishad is not equipped to
handle the sheer amount of garbage produced
by households and garment factories. So the
garbage eventually ends up in the canal. We
are working on a holistic approach to solving
the problem,” said Keraniganj UNO Md
Mehedi Hasan.

On the issue of the grabbers, he said he
could not confirm their numbers. All the
illegal structures will be demolished soon, he
added.

“A recast Development Project Proposal
(DPP) worth Tk 1,055 crore has been sent to
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“Trying for
peacelul
repatriation’

Says home minister amid fear
of Rohingyas’ fresh entry

MOHAMMAD JAMIL KHAN, from Cox’s Bazar

Amid fears of fresh entry of Rohingyas into
Bangladesh, following the continuous assaults by
the Myanmar military against the Arakan Army
along the Bangladesh-Myanmar border in the past
few weeks, the government has said they are trying
to repatriate Rohingyas peacefully.

“We, specially the inhabitants of Cox’s Bazar,
are facing many problems after Rohingyas came to
Bangladesh. Myanmar is not taking them back,”
said Home Minister Asaduzzaman Khan yesterday.

The minister was addressing a workshop titled

“Nabajagaran — Say No To Crime” as chief guest at
a Cox’s Bazar hotel.

While the government is trying (o send
Rohingyas back, a new cause of concern emerged

SEE PAGE 4 COL 4

PROF TAHER MURDER

Mohiuddin killed
him to secure his
promotion at RU

Observes SC in full verdict
ASHUTOSH SARKAR

-~ Mia Mohammad Mohiuddin, then
. associate professor of Rajshahi
 University, plotted to kill S Taher
Ahmed, the then senior-most
professor of its geology and
mining department. He hatched
the conspiracy to clear his way to
becomea professorin the department,

PrOf Taher observed the Supreme Court in its full

text of verdict released yesterday.
“In view of the evidence as discussed earlier we

have no hesitation to hold that Dr Mohiuddin, a
highly educated man and Associate Professor
of Rajshahi University, only for the purpose of
getting promotion as Professor annihilated Dr
Taher from this world presuming that if Professor
Taher lived, the chance of his getting promotion
as Professor was zero,” said a six-member bench
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22-day ban on
hilsa netting
begins Oct 7

Givvermment of the People’s Republic of Bangladesh
Banglodesh Patice
Folice Telecommumication Crganization
Podice Telecom Bhabon, Bajarbag, Dhaka
teleeam pakice. oy, b
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