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as 12 more Rohingyas came 
to Bangladesh and took 
shelter in the camp on 
September 10.

Some other families 
are also waiting at the 
Myanmar border to look 
for scope to enter, said 
several sources.

The home minister, 
however, did not reply to 
journalists’ query about the 
fresh entry of Rohingyas.

Akter Hossain, senior 
secretary of the Home 
Ministry; Benazir Ahmed, 
inspector general of police, 
and local parliamentary 
members were also present 
at the closing ceremony 
of the workshop, presided 
over by Rab Director 
General Chowdhury 
Abdullah Al Mamun.

Rab arranged the 
workshop under 
Nabajagaran programme, 
to transform school and 
college dropouts and 
unemployed individuals 
into skilled manpower 
by providing them with 
training on different 
professions like tourism-
based services, service 
providers at hotels and 
restaurants, photography, 
tour guide and surfing.

Mohiuddin killed
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of the Appellate Division 
of the SC headed by 
Chief Justice Hasan Foez 
Siddique in 68-page full 
verdict.

Other five judges are -- 
Justice Md Nuruzzaman, 
Justice Obaidul Hassan, 
Justice Borhanuddin, 
Justice M Enayetur Rahim 
and Justice Krishna 
Debnath.

Taher Ahmed, a 59-year-
old professor, was killed 
on February 1, 2006 and 
police recovered his body 
from a septic tank on the 
university campus on 
February 3 the same year.

On April 5 this year, the 
Appellate Division bench 
delivered a short verdict 
in the case upholding the 
High Court judgement that 
on April 21, 2013 confirmed 

the death sentences of 
Mohiuddin and caretaker 
at Taher’s residence 
Md Jahangir Alam and 
commuted the death 
sentences of Jahangir 
Alam’s brother Md Abdus 
Salam and brother-in-law 
Md Nazmul.

That day, the SC 
dismissed the convicts’ 
appeals.

The convicts’ defence 
lawyers Khandker Mahbub 
Hossain and Imran A 
Siddiq told The Daily Star 
that their clients will file 
separate review petitions 
with the Appellate Division 
in 30 days.

The death sentences 
cannot be executed until 
the review petitions’ 
disposal, they said.

Attorney General AM 
Amin Uddin said, “They 
[Mohiuddin and Jahangir] 
can now seek mercy from 
the president... If the 
president does not grant 
their mercy petitions, the 
jail authorities can execute 
their death sentences.”

Replying to a question, 
the attorney general said 
the death-row convicts’ 
lawyers will have to take 
a stay order from the 
Appellate Division in order 
to halt the process of their 
execution if they want to 
move any review petition.

Otherwise, the verdict 
will be executed, said senior 
lawyer AM Amin Uddin.

Hijra, not third
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included transgender 
people as a separate gender. 

“The census found 
12,629 members 
belonging to transgender 
communities, while the 
social services department 
data shows the number to 
be 11,000 in Bangladesh, 
said Shova Sarkar, BLAST 
junior advocacy officer.

“In reality, their number 
is almost 1,50,000. An 
overwhelming majority 
of the population 
belonging to the Hijra and 
transgender communities  
were left out.” 

Md Shah Jahan, deputy 
director of the social 
services department, 
said the department has 
been providing training, 
allowances and stipends 
for this population and is 

ready to do more.
Lawmaker Aroma 

Dutta, in her speech as 
the chief guest, said she 
will raise the issue in the 
parliament to provide 
them with flats in every 
divisional city to mitigate 
their accommodation 
challenges. 

Dr Md Moktar Hossain, 
director of social security 
at the social services 
department; M Robiul 
Islam, deputy director, 
NHRC; Ivan Ahmed Kotha, 
president, Shachetan 
Shamjasheba Hijra 
Sangha; and Tanvir Alim, 
communication lead, 
OboyobDiversity Circle; 
spoke at the event among 
others, moderated by 
Joya Sikder, president, 
Somporker Noya Setu. 

Reduce out-of-pocket costs
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to prioritise preventive and 
promotional healthcare 
policies along with curative 
measures, they said at the 
event at Dhaka University.

The seminar was jointly 
organised by Dhaka 
University’s Institute of 
Health Economics (IHE) 
and Unicef Bangladesh.

“The systemic 
hindrances within and 
outside the health ministry 
have caused inefficiency 
in utilising the given 
allocation,” Prof Syed 
Abdul Hamid said while 
presenting a keynote at 
the event. In addition to 
budget constraints, he 
highlighted several barriers 
to efficient health service 
delivery, including a lack of 
proper understanding on 
the part of the bureaucrats, 
the inefficiency of the 
physicians and systematic 

drawbacks in operation, 
and overlapping budgetary 
allocation by different 
government bodies.

Proposing contributory 
social health insurance in 
addition to the tax-revenue-
based financing system, 
he stressed establishing 
a referral system where 
the community clinics, 
equipped with nurses, 
paramedics, and midwives, 
will be the first place for the 
patients to go. 

“Primary healthcare 
should be completely 
free for all,” said Robert 
Yates, executive director of 
Chatham House. 

He stressed prioritising 
full population coverage 
and meeting the needs of 
the vulnerable, increasing 
public financing for 
health by an additional 
1 percent of the GDP by 
2025, allocating additional 

resources to primary 
healthcare, and investing 
in human resources, 
medicines, commodities, 
infrastructures, and 
governance. 

IEDCR Consultant Dr 
Mushtuq Hussain said, 
“We have inadequate 
hospitals, but we have to 
ensure preventive health 
promotion to stop people 
falling sick.”

Moderated by Md 
Asadul Islam, former senior 
secretary at the health 
ministry, Maya Vandenent, 
chief of health, Unicef 
Bangladesh; Tawhidul 
Islam from World Health 
Organization; Dr MA 
Sabur from the World Bank 
and Prof Nasrin Sultana 
attended the event among 
others.

IHE Director Prof 
Sharmeen Mobin Bhuiyan 
presided over the seminar.   

Rigid policies not letting us soar 
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“Policymakers are yet to 
realise how we are earning 
foreign currencies for the 
country,” he added. 

In the keynote paper 
titled “Challenges for 
the aviation sector in 
Bangladesh,” AOAB 
Secretary General and 
Managing Director of 
Novoair Mofizur Rahman 
said the country’s private 
airlines are going through 
tremendous challenges 
following the investment of 
thousands of crores of taka.

“We are facing obstacles 
in every step due to 
limitations regarding 
various policies of the 
government,” he added.

Pointing toward the high 
rate of surcharge and high 

rate of import duty on spare 
parts, he said GMG Airlines, 
United Airways and Regent 
Airways are examples of 
private operators that had 
to ground their fleet as the 
surcharge dues piled up.

“Ten private airlines so 
far spread their wings since 
the government allowed 
private airlines to operate 
in the country. But only two 
are currently operational. 
Unfair competition 
regarding seat and fare 
dumping of Biman has put 
the country’s two existing 
private airlines on the edge 
of the cliff,” he said. 

He also mentioned 
that Biman is operating 
on domestic routes with 
losses as the government is 
subsidising them. 

“But we will not be able 
to sustain in the long run 
if we are forced to operate 
in the domestic routes 
with losses. We don’t want 
cash incentives from the 
government. All we want 
from the government is just 
policy support to be able to 
take the country’s aviation 
industry to a new height,” 
added Mofizur.

Aviation expert Kazi 
Wahidul Alam said the civil 
aviation ministry should 
investigate why eight out 
of ten private airlines were 
forced to shut down.

He said the government 
should create a fair 
playground for all airlines. 
Otherwise, private airlines 
will not sustain themselves.

Another aviation expert 

ATM Nazrul Islam said the 
existing problems in the 
aviation sector need to be 
solved quickly through 
policy support. 

“Only then the country’s 
aviation sector can create 
a strong position in the 
world’s aviation sector.”

Squadron Leader (retd) 
Lutfor Rahman, chief 
executive officer, US-
Bangla Airlines and Capt 
Gulger Hossain, director, 
flight operations, South 
Asian Airlines, spoke at the 
programme among others.

Syed Ashfaqul Haque, 
executive editor of The 
Daily Star, and high 
officials of various airlines, 
helicopter companies, and 
flying schools were also 
present at the event.  
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Besides, he said the 
education system has 
been turned into a 
commodity while the cost 
of educational materials 
has gone up a lot. 

Fakhrul also said 
there is no governance 
in the country for the 
lack of democracy and 
accountability of the 
government officials. “The 
public representatives 
are doing whatever they 
want. Huge amount of 
money is being spent on 
mega projects without 
any accountability. That’s 
why Bangladesh has now 
become a failed state.”  

How to kill
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the water resources 
ministry for approval,” said 
Dr Shaymol Chandra Das, 
superintendent engineer of 
the planning-1 department 
of WDB. The project 
includes dredging and 
cleaning up garbage from 
the canal and constructing 
bridges, side roads, and 
dustbins, he added.

Architect Iqbal 
conducted a feasibility 
study for the dredging 
work Habib as a consultant 
for Institute of Water 
Modelling for Bangladesh 
WDB. He said the canal 
water will be clean again if 
the connection is restored.

“Once the excavated 
canal connects with 
Buriganga and Dhaleswari, 
it can play an important 
role in establishing a water 
corridor for business and 
passenger transportation 
in this route,” he said.
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