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Dengue death 
toll rises to 40

UNB, Dhaka

At least one dengue patient died and 395 were 
admitted to different hospitals across the country in 
the last 24 hours till 8:00am yesterday.

The latest death was reported from Chattogram 
division. Among the death cases, 19 are in Chattogram 
division, four in Barishal and 17 are in Dhaka, 
according to the DGHS.

A total of 1,311 dengue patients, including 971 in 
the capital, are now receiving treatment at hospitals.

A DGHS monsoon survey, conducted between 
August 11 and 23, found the presence of Aedes 
mosquitoes in 13.4 percent of houses under DNCC 
and 11.75 percent of homes under DSCC. 

Eviction drive 
in Gulistan 
continues
UNB, Dhaka

Dhaka South City 
Corporation yesterday 
conducted their drive in 
the “red zone” of Gulistan 
for the third consecutive 
day and evicted some 
200 hawkers.

During the drive, 
14 people were fined 
Tk 80,000 for illegally 
setting up stalls on the 
footpaths and roads.

Beside collecting 
fines, a total of 14 cases 
were filed against them 
under sub section 7 and 
8 of section 92 of the 
Local Government (City 
Corporation) Act, 2009.

Yesterday’s drive from 
Gulistan’s Zero Point to 
Ahad police Box was led 
by Md Muniruzzaman, 
estate officer and 
executive magistrate 
of DSCC. It lasted from 
12:30pm to 2:00pm.

“Our eviction drive 
will continue so that 
vehicles coming from 
the country’s southwest, 
crossing the Padma 
Bridge, can move freely 
around the Mayor Hanif 
Flyover and its adjacent 
areas.”

SSC exams 
begin

BSS, Dhaka

The Secondary School Certificate and its equivalent 
examinations began across the country yesterday.

The exams started with Bangla (first paper) while the 
duration of the exam was from 11:00am to 1:00pm. 

As per the revised and rearranged syllabus, the exam 
was completed in 2 hours instead of 3.

A total of 20, 21,868 students from 29,591 educational 
institutions are taking part in SSC, Dakhil and SSC 
(vocational) exams at 3,790 centres. 

A total of 15,99,711 students are participating in the 
SSC examination under nine general education boards.

Some 2,68,495 candidates are appearing in the Dakhil 
exam under Madrasa Education Board while 1,53,662 are 
participating in SSC and Dakhil vocational exams under 
Technical Education Board. It will continue till October 1. 

The examination was supposed to begin on June 
19 last, but the Ministry of Education announced the 
suspension of the SSC and equivalent examinations on 
June 17 as various parts of the country including Sylhet 
and Sunamganj were inundated due to severe flood 
situations.

An SSC examinee busy with last minute preparations.
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‘We won’t budge’
Says Fakhrul about shunning 
polls under AL govt
UNB, Dhaka

BNP Secretary General Mirza Fakhrul Islam Alamgir 
yesterday categorically said their party will not back down 
from its decision against joining the next national election 
if it is held under the current Awami League government.

Talking to reporters at his residence in Thakurgaon, 
he said the country’s people will not accept any election 
without a non-party caretaker government. “So, there’s 
no question of participating in the polls without a polls-
time neutral government.”

Replying to a question, he said BNP and its movement 
partners will get a massive victory if the 12th parliamentary 
election is held under a non-party caretaker government.

The BNP leader alleged that the Awami League 
government has destroyed democracy and democratic 
institutions by cancelling the caretaker government system.

He said the government has already politicised all the 
state institutions, including the judiciary, administration 
and police. “Even universities have been politicised.”

The BNP leader also said people have been seriously 
struggling to cope with the skyrocketing prices of all 
essential items, including rice, pulses, oil and salt.
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STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Along with strengthening the existing general 
tax-revenue-based healthcare financing system, 
new avenues like an insurance-based financing 
system can be a way to reduce the burden of out-
of-pocket costs on patients, said speakers at a 
seminar yesterday.

They also stressed pouring adequate funds into 
strengthening the community clinics with the 
necessary workforce and logistics to ensure free-
of-cost primary care for all to achieve universal 
health coverage (UHC).

Besides, there is a need for political commitment 

Reduce out-of-
pocket costs
Speakers tell seminar on 
Universal Health Care

BARRIERS 

Budget constraints

Lack of proper 
understanding

Inefficiency of physicians 

Systematic drawbacks 
in operation

Overlapping budgetary 
allocation

RECOMMENDATIONS 

Insurance-based 
financing system

Increasing budgetary allocation 
by 1pc of GDP by 2025

Establishing a referral system

Adequate funds for 
community clinics

Investing in human resources
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The industry 
involves around 
7,000 people and 
an investment 

worth Tk 50,000 
crore. We want to 
take it to a higher 
level. We need 

the government’s 
support regarding 

policymaking.

ANJAN CHOWDHURY

AOAB President

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Once a potentially lucrative 
industry, the aviation sector is now 
on the verge of collapse due to 
regulatory malfunction, excessive 
tariffs, and high jet fuel prices, said 
speakers and aviation experts at a 
media workshop yesterday.

They also said the country’s 
private airlines are struggling 
because Biman Bangladesh Airlines 
is being given undue advantages. 

Aviation Operators Association 
of Bangladesh (AOAB) organised 
the programme titled “Aviation 
Industry in Bangladesh: Prospects 
and Challenges” in the capital’s 
The Daily Star Centre.Top officials 
of the country’s private airlines 
said foreign airlines  operating 
from Bangladesh are making a 
huge amount of money carrying  
Bangladeshi passengers but the 
country’s private airlines are going 
out  of business. 

Pointing at the huge prospect 
of the country’s aviation industry 
involving around 7,000 people and 
an investment worth Tk 50,000 
crore, AOAB President Anjan 
Chowdhury said, “We want to take 
this industry to a higher level and 
we need the government’s support 
regarding policymaking.

For example, he said, many 

foreign buyers after  landing at the 
Dhaka airport use private aircraft 
or helicopters to  visit different 
factories outside Dhaka to save 
time due to gridlock. 

After placing work orders worth 
millions of dollars, they leave 
Bangladesh in the evening on the 
same day. 

‘Rigid policies not 
letting us soar’

Speakers tell event on country’s aviation industry
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Two women walk over the Ramchandrapur canal using a makeshift walkway, placed over the waterbody by 
the area’s locals. Underneath it, the polluted canal flows with interruption due to dumping of waste. This photo 
was taken in Mohammadpur’s Naboday Residential area yesterday. PHOTO: RASHED SHUMON
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