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In response to the locals’ complaints, Tangail administration destroyed three dredgers in Mahmudnagar area 
yesterday. These dredgers were being used for extracting sand from the Jamuna river. The people involved, 
however, fled the scene before the drive. PHOTO: STAR
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Dengue death toll 32

Total number of 
patients 8,390 

1,023 still undergoing 
treatment

Number of recovered 
patients 7,355

294 more hospitalised 

yesterday 

SOURCE: DGHS

Ctg produces 249 tonnes 
of plastic waste every day
STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Ctg

Chattogram city produces 249 tonnes 
of plastic waste every single day -- 56 
percent of which remains uncollected, 
according to a new study.”Of 
the plastic waste, the most 
are sachets, single-use 
utensils, and personal 
care items, ‘’ the 
study added.

The port city 
will generate 428 
tonnes of plastic 
waste by 2052, 
according to the 
study conducted by 
the Civil Engineering 
Department of 
Chittagong University 
of Engineering and 
Technology (Cuet).

The findings of the study were 
disseminated yesterday at an event at 
Chattogram Press Club.

Swapan Kumar Palit, professor of 

the Civil Engineering Department 
of Cuet and also the supervisor of 
the study, stated that an integrated 
waste management system is very 
important. The survey for the study was 

conducted among 75 retailers, 
75 waste pickers and a few 

manufacturers in the 
port city.

Plastic waste has 
harmful effects on 
the environment, 
society, economy 
and health, the 
study said.

It also suggested 
making bitumen 

out of plastic waste 
and making roads out 

of it. 
Former vice-chancellor 

if Cuet Jahangir Alam, 
environmentalist Dr Idrish Ali and 
general secretary of Bangladesh 
Environment Forum Aliur Rahman 
attended the event.

BNP announces 16 rallies in Sept
UNB, Dhaka

As part of the party’s move to 
intensify its ongoing movement, 
BNP has drawn up a programme of 
public rallies at 16 spots in Dhaka till 
September 27.

Fakhrul announced the 
programme, to be organised jointly by 
the party’s Dhaka North and Dhaka 
South units, from a rally in front of 
the party’s Nayapaltan central office.

 “We’ve initiated a movement and 
it’ll continue. We would arrange 

protest rallies at 16 spots of the 
capital, including this one, until 
September 27.”

Once these programmes are 
observed, he said they will announce 
the next plan of action across the 
country. “Join the movement,” 
Fakhrul urged.

As part of the programmes, a rally 
arranged by Dhaka south city unit’s 
Motijheel, Paltan and Shahjahanpur 
zones was arranged in front of the 
BNP central office yesterday.

The party’s Uttara east zone will 

arrange a rally on September 11, 
Shahbagh and Ramna zones on 
September 12  in front of Dhaka 
Reporters’ Unity, Uttara west 
zone on September 13, Pallabi 
zone on September 15, Sutrapur 
and Dholaikhal on September 
16, Postagola on September 18, 
Gulshan on September 19, Basabo on 
September 20, Mirpur on September 
21, Konapara on September 22, 
Mohammadpur on September 23, 
Kamrangirchar on September 24, 
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More than 200 students at Pangashia Girls’ High School in Patuakhali’s Dumki upazila are at great risk as their 
school building has become dilapidated. The plaster on the beams have chipped off and empty rods have come 
out of several places on the roof and beams, making students choose between saving their lives or getting 
educated. PHOTO: STAR

‘The building can 
collapse any moment’

Students of Pangshia Girls’ High School 
attend classes in constant anxiety

SOHRAB HOSSAIN, Patuakhali

Mariam Akhter Anika is a 10th 
grader at Pangashia Girls’ High 
School in Patuakhali’s Dumki 
upazila. However, during most of 
her classes she remains distracted -- 
staring at the ceiling and the beams 
to watch out when the plaster falls 
off.  

When it rains, their school’s roof 
leaks and the plaster wears off the 
surface.

Sadia Akhtar, a ninth grader 
of the school, echoed Mariam’s 
anxiety. 

It may leave one wondering, if its 
even possible to learn anything in 

such poor classroom conditions?
More than 200 students are 

attending classes in such dilapidated 
rooms. 

The school was established in 
1985 on an acre of land. First, the 

girls’ education programme started 
in a tinned house.

In 1995, the Department of 
Education and Engineering 
constructed a one-story building 
with three rooms. But the building 
has broken down now due to the 
lack of renovations. The plaster on 
the beams have chipped off and 
empty rods have come out of several 
places on the roof and beams.

Visiting the site recently, this 
correspondent found the allegations 
to be true. The roof and beams of the 
building were cracked, the plasters 
were falling off  and the rods were 
sticking out. Apart from this, rain 
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