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deceased were school 
students, while 76 were 
college students, 50 
university students, and 44 
were from madrasas.

The highest number of 
students died by suicide 
in Dhaka division (25.27 
percent) and the lowest in 
Sylhet division (4 percent).

Some 78.6 percent of 
the deceased were aged 
between 13 and 20 years, 
13.46 percent between 21 
and 26 years, while 7.97 
percent were children aged 
between six and 12, the 
report said.

In the programme, 
Tansen Rose, founding 
president of Aachol 
Foundation, mentioned 
10 recommendations to 
prevent the phenomenon, 
including the introduction 
of a toll-free national 
hotline number to support 
mental health issues and 
forming a task force of 
experts to deal with suicide 
incidents.

Kamal Uddin Ahmed 
Chowdhury, professor 
of clinical psychology at 
Dhaka University, said the 
suicide rate is increasing 
every year, but there are no 
visible activity at the public-
private level to address this.

“More people have died 
by suicide than Covid-19 
infections in the last three 
years. But do we have any 
measures to prevent this?” 
he said.

Rakhi  Ganguly, senior 
psychologist of Dhaka 
Ahsania Mission, said 
frustration  and mental 
illness could lead somebody 
to take extreme decisions 
like  suicide. 

So, it is necessary to 
detect their mental illness 
and take  professional help 
from a psychologist, he 
said. 

But in Bangladesh, 
parents struggle to detect 
the mental illness of their  
children. So, if the parents 
notice their children are 
withdrawing  themselves 
from social activities, 
easily losing temperament 
and  showing a reckless 
attitude, the parents 
should immediately 
take  suggestion from 
psychologists, he added.

Is beating his only duty?
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“Had police not used their 
batons on our peaceful 
demonstrators that day, 
we would have marched 
towards Dhaka University 
campus with a procession. 
The situation would 
not have been tense,” 
said Saikat Arif, general 
secretary of Bangladesh 
Chhatra Federation, 
organiser of the protest.

This was not the only 
case of Harun showing 
high-handedness. The 
police official, a former 
Chhatra League leader 
of DU, has beaten up 
protestors from opposition 
parties and student fronts 
on several occasions.

On March 4, a police 
team, led by Harun, used 
batons to break up a rally, 
organised by Bangladesh 
Gono Odhikar Parishad 
in front of Dhaka Club to 
protest the price hike of 
essentials.

“ADC Harun-or-Rashid 
led police teams to foil 
several peaceful protests of 
Chhatra Odhikar Parishad 
by carrying out attacks on 
demonstrators. He himself 
beat and strangled our 
leaders,” Nurul Haque Nur, 
member secretary of Gono 
Odhikar Parishad, told The 
Daily Star.

In April, a video clip 
went viral on social media, 
showing Harun slapping 
a cop during the violence 

in New Market area, 
as the latter ran out of 
rubber bullets for his gun. 
The incident drew huge 
criticism.

Chhatra Dal leaders also 
alleged that cops led by the 
ADC beat up their activists 
during a peaceful rally in 
front of Jatiya Press Club 
on February 28.

Harun and his fellow 
force members used batons 
on a torch procession, 
brought out jointly by 
Progressive Student 
Alliance and some other 
leftist organisations in 
Shahbagh on February 
26 last year, demanding 
justice for the death of 
writer Mushtaq Ahmed.

The authorities are 
yet to take any action 
against Harun for all his 
questionable actions.

Police, however, took 
prompt action against 
then Barguna additional 
superintendent of police 
(ASP) Mohorom Ali over 
using batons on Chhatra 
League activists on August 
15.

A team of Barguna 
police, led by Mohorom, 
beat up many of the 
activists in the district, 
claiming that a group of its 
leaders and activists broke 
the wind-shield of a police 
van by hurling brickbats. 
Mohorom was withdrawn 
within a day, before being 
transferred to Chattogram.

“Taking prompt action 
against an ASP over using 
batons on Chhatra League 
and letting ADC Harun 
off the hook proves that 
authorities have double 
standards when dealing 
with police officials,” said 
Salman Siddiqui, office 
secretary of Samajtantrik 
Chhatra Front.

When police do all this 
with such impunity, it only 
encourages them to be 
more aggressive, Salman 
told this newspaper.

Some DU students and 
leaders of several student 
organisations are among 
those who have been 
beaten up by police during 
demonstrations several 
times.

They demanded 
immediate withdrawal of 
ADC Harun, alleging that 
police officials have always 
taken a stance against 
movements with rational 
demands.

They said many police 
officials had been in charge 
of DMP’s Ramna zone 
previously, but they never 
committed such acts like 
Harun did.

Asked about the matter, 
former inspector general 
of police Nurul Huda said 
police cannot beat up 
ordinary people unless life 
and property are at risk.

“Force can be used only 
in self-defence. If there is 
disruption in law and order 

or if there is a possibility of 
such a situation happening, 
then physical force can 
be used. It depends on a 
particular situation,” he 
told The Daily Star.

“People have the right 
to assemble and express 
their opinions. It should be 
determined first whether 
people are disturbing peace 
and order,” the former IGP 
added.

Supreme Court lawyer 
ZI Khan Panna said, 
“Protestors in Shahbagh 
did not resort to vandalism 
and hit police. Despite 
that, police used batons on 
peaceful demonstrators.” 

“The state machinery is 
responsible for developing 
this habit. If anything 
happens in its favour, the 
state machinery calls it 
fair, otherwise it terms it as 
injustice,” he said.

Interpretations of 
laws should always be the 
same for everyone, but 
authorities change them to 
their own liking, he added.

When asked, Harun told 
The Daily Star, “DMP is a 
large police unit. Here, I 
do not take any decision 
alone. I do what I have 
to do as a member of a 
law enforcement force to 
minimise public sufferings, 
after consultation with 
higher authorities.”

He claimed that a vested 
quarter brought some 
allegations against him.

Cultural activists vow to fight
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independent body, and 
it works in favour of the 
Liberation War and non-
communalism.”

Renowned thespian 
Ramendu Majumdar said, 
“There is an allegation that 
we have lost our protesting 
spirit.”

“But we should regain 
that reputation by raising 
our voice against all sorts 

of injustice,” he added. 
Sammilita Sangskritik 

Jote president Golam 
Kuddus said, “We are 
witnessing a strong 
presence of communal 
and anti-liberation forces 
in all sectors including our 
educational institutions.”

 “We have to stand 
against such forces,” he 
added. 

He also demanded the 

government to increase the 
budgetary allocation for 
setting up more cultural 
infrastructure in the 
grassroots. 

Other cultural 
personalities, including 
Mamunur Rashid, 
Nasiruddin Yusuff 
Bachchu, Sara Zaker, Jhuna 
Chowdhury, Liberation 
War Museum’s trustee 
Mofidul Haque, Shilpakala 

Academy’s director 
general Liaquat Ali Lucky 
and eminent sociologist 
Dr Anupam Sen, among 
others, also spoke at the 
function, moderated by 
the jote’s acting general 
secretary Ahkam Ullah.

Later in the evening, 
Golam Kuddus was re-
elected as the president, 
and Ahkam Ullah was 
elected as general secretary.

Sust student on solo
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Pervin, director of student 
counselling and guidance, 
said they are not the 
authorities concerned  to 
make comments on the 
matter. 

This correspondent 
could not reach Sust 
Proctor Md Ishrat Ibne 
Ismail despite repeated 

attempts. 
Prof M Jahirul Islam, 

director of Institute 
of Information and 
C o m m u n i c a t i o n 
Technology (IICT), said 
after a teacher requested, 
they allowed Sazal to run a 
cafeteria on trial before the 
formal tender, so that he 
can support his family. 

He failed to provide legal 
documents, which was a 
prerequisite to formally 
lease the cafeteria to him, 
he said.

“We decided to renovate 
the cafeteria before 
formally leasing it out. 
When we call a formal 
tender, he can participate 
in the process,” he added.

Mild heatwave sweeps country
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over the country’s north 
and it may remain 
nearly unchanged in 
other areas. Nighttime 

temperatures may remain 
nearly unchanged over 
the country, said the 
department.

The maximum 

temperature was recorded 
at 36.6 degrees Celsius in 
Rajshahi’s Tarash upazila 
in 24 hours till yesterday 
morning.
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Md Abul Khair 
passes away
CITY DESK

Md Abul 
K h a i r 
p a s s e d 
away due 
to cardiac 
arrest in a 
city hospital 
yesterday morning. 

He taught history at 
Morelganj Sirajuddin 
Memorial College for 33 
years. 

Khair  was born in 1944 
at a village in Putikhali 
union of Morrelganj 
upazila in Bagerhat. 

He left behind his wife, 
two sons and a daughter.

Police foil
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claims. We don’t have any 
enmity with journalists. 
The Ramna DC was present 
at the scene. We dispersed 
the protestors on his 
instruction,” said the ADC.

Mortuza Hasan, co-
ordinator of Chakri Prottasi 
Jubo Projonmo, said, “The 
ruling party promised 
before the last elections 
that they would meet our 
demand. However, they are 
yet to fulfil it.”

Police later dispersed 
the demonstrators after 
around an hour.

One of the 
demonstrators was held 
from the spot, while two 
others were injured, said 
Sazid Setu, co-ordinator 
of Chakri Prottasi Jubo 
Projonmo.

However, police denied 
the allegation.

Moudut Hawlader, 
officer-in-charge of 
Shahbagh Police Station, 
told this correspondent 
that they did not detain 
anyone. 

“Police did not even 
charge batons on the 
protestors. We only 
dispersed them from the 
spot to reduce the suffering 
of commuters,” he added. 


