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‘Everyone wants me to 
run in 2024’: Trump
AFP, New Delhi

Donald Trump has dropped another hint at a 
White House campaign in 2024, with the former 
US president telling Indian television that a run 
for office would “make a lot of people very happy”. 
“Everyone wants me to run. I am leading in the 
polls,” Trump said in an excerpt of an interview 
with NDTV to be broadcast in full later yesterday. 
“… I will make a decision in the very near future, I 
suspect. And I think that a lot of people are going 
to be very happy,” he added.

Girls walk to their school along a road in Gardez, Paktia porvince, Afghanistan, on Wednesday. Five government 
secondary schools for girls have resumed classes in eastern Afghanistan after hundreds of students demanded 
they reopen, provincial officials said. Officially the Taliban have banned girls secondary school education, but the 
order has been ignored in a few parts of Afghanistan. 

‘My tax money in flames’
Anger as crisis-hit Sri Lanka adds 37 state ministers to govt

AFP, Colombo

Sri Lanka added 37 new senior 
posts to its government yesterday, 
sparking a social media backlash 
over “useless” public spending in the 
middle of its worst economic crisis 
on record.

The country of 22 million has 
suffered months of rampant 
inflation, severe shortages of 
essential goods and widespread 
protests, pushing it to default on its 
foreign debt in April.

The 37 new state ministers will 
not accept their modest salaries, but 
they are entitled to three cars each 
with fuel, state housing, bodyguards, 
salaries for personal staff and free 
stamps, the government said.

On social media, some Sri 
Lankans vented frustration over the 
use of public funds.

“No pot to pee... but 37 state 
ministers!” tweeted user Soraya 

Deen.
Mirhani Rahees added on the 

platform: “Spending on these 
useless state ministers... we have to 
tighten our belts. There goes my tax 
money in flames.”

Another user, Krishna Perera, 
accused the government of having 
“no commitment to human rights, 
economic reform, or accountability”.

The new members all come from 
the coalition of former president 
Gotabaya Rajapaksa, who fled 
Sri Lanka in July after protesters 
overran his official residence, but he 
returned to the country last week.

Among the new ministers is 
Rajapaksa’s nephew, Sashindra, who 
takes the irrigation portfolio.

The 37 new posts are in addition 
to the 20-member cabinet of 
President Ranil Wickremesinghe, 
who took over in late July following 
Rajapaksa’s exit.

Wickremesinghe, a six-time 
prime minister, has only one seat 
in the 225-member parliament and 
depends on Rajapaksa’s Sri Lanka 
Podujana Peramuna (SLPP) party, 
the largest bloc.

Officials close to Wickremesinghe 
said his attempts to form a broad 
unity government were yet to 
materialise as the main opposition 
Samagi Jana Balawegaya (SJB) had 
refused to join.

Sri Lanka is in talks with the IMF 
to finalise a $2.9-billion bailout 
that requires Colombo to raise 
taxes and privatise loss-making 
state enterprises -- both politically 
unpopular moves.

In a new report released 
Tuesday, the UN Human Rights 
Council urged Wickremesinghe 
to prosecute those responsible for 
economic crimes that bankrupted 
the country.

UN chief taps Volker 
Turk as rights chief
AFP, United Nations

United Nations Secretary-General Antonio 
Guterres has tapped the Austrian 

diplomat Volker Turk to be the 
next High Commissioner for 

Human Rights, according to a 
document sent yesterday to the 
General Assembly, which must 
approve the choice. The UN 
veteran would replace Michelle 

Bachelet, the former Chilean 
president. The General Assembly 

was expected to address the matter 
during a meeting later on Thursday or 

Friday, diplomatic sources said.

CONTEMPT OF COURT

Ex-Pak PM Khan 
to be indicted
AFP, Islamabad

Former Pakistan prime minister Imran Khan will be 
formally indicted on a contempt of court charge later this 
month after judges yesterday rejected his explanation and 
“regrets” for comments he made about a magistrate, state 
media reported.

The ruling is the latest twist in months of political 
wrangling that started even before he was ousted in April 
by a vote of no confidence in the national assembly.

State media reported the Islamabad High Court ruled 
Khan would be indicted on September 22 for criticising 
the magistrate responsible for keeping a party leader in 
police custody, after also claiming the official had been 
tortured.

“Imran Khan’s response was not satisfactory,” state 
media quoted the chief justice of the court as saying.

The ruling does not necessarily mean Khan will face 
trial as his lawyers will likely appeal against the decision 
-- a frequent occurrence in the Pakistan legal system.

Earlier Khan had expressed regret for his comments, 
but stopped short of a full apology.

“The respondent takes this opportunity to express his 
deep regrets over his unintentional utterances during the 
course of his speech,” he said in formal reply to the court 
-- a copy of which was obtained by AFP.

“The respondent beseeches that the said Islamic 
principles of... forgiveness would also be followed in this 
case,” it said.

Khan is also due in the separate Anti-Terrorism Court 
today when his bail is due to expire in a different case 
regarding the same comments he made about the judge.

Despite his ousting, Khan retains widespread support, 
staging mass rallies railing against Prime Minister 
Shehbaz Sharif’s government and scoring successes in 
recent provincial assembly by-elections.

Pakistan has a history of those in power using the 
police and courts to stifle political opponents, and Sharif 
also has several pending cases against him from his time 
in opposition.

The political turmoil comes as Pakistan deals with 
devastating floods caused by record monsoon rains that 
have left a third of the country under water and affected 
more than 33 million people.

Australia passes 

landmark climate 

change bill
AFP, Sydney

Australia yesterday passed its first major climate 
change bill in over a decade, codifying emissions 
targets and enshrining into its law for the first 
time a goal to reach net zero by 2050. The 
legislation, a key election promise of Australia’s 
new centre-left Labor government, aims to slash 
emissions in the carbon-intensive economy by 
43 percent from 2005 levels. While the new 
targets are more ambitious than the previous 
government’s planned 26-28 percent cut by 
2030, the legislation has been criticised by some 
for not doing enough and for failing to ban new 
coal and gas projects.


