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Court indicts PK Halder
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cousin Shankha Bepari pleaded 
innocent after Judge Mohammad 
Nazrul Islam read out the charges to 
them. 

The judge of Special Judge’s 
Court-10 rejected petitions to 
dismiss the charges against the four 
accused and scrapped Sukumar and 
Anindita’s appeal for bail.

Halder is facing at least 20 lawsuits 

and this is the only case in which 
charges have been framed, said Mir 
Ahmed Ali Salam, the lawyer for the 
Anti-Corruption Commission.

The nine other absconding accused 
in the case are Halder’s mother 
Lilabati Halder and brother Pritish 
Kumar Halder; and associates 
Purnima Rani Halder, Amitav 
Adhikari, Rajib Som, Subrata Das, 
Ananga Mohon Roy, Uttam Kumar 

Mistri and Swapan Kumar Mistri.
Among the arrestees, Sukumar, 

Shankha and Anindita made 
confessional statements earlier.

Halder was arrested in Ashoknagar, 
India on May 14 on charges of money 
laundering.

On October 22, 2019, the ACC issued 
a travel ban on Halder, but officials 
suspected that he had fled the country 
through the Benapole land port.

NEWS

DHAKA FRIDAY SEPTEMBER 9, 2022 

BHADRA 25, 1429 BS        6

Rolling out with unprepared teachers
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years for the pandemic.
Now, it will kick off in January next 

year at the primary level with class-1 
students and the secondary level with 
pupils of classes 6 and 7.

The piloting of the new curriculum 
for the secondary level has been going 
on at 62 secondary schools since 
February.

But due to the delayed release of 
funds for printing textbooks and 
teachers’ guide, it could not begin 
at the primary level, according to 
two members of the NCTB’s primary 
curriculum.

“We got the money in April and 
then came Ramadan. So we could not 
start the process on time,” said AKM 
Reazul Hassan, a member of NCTB’s 
primary curriculum.

In Bangladesh, Ramadan was 

observed from April 2 to May 2 this 
year.

Now, the NCTB is aiming to start 
piloting at 65 primary schools from 
2023, he said.

Usually, the textbooks published 
in the first year are experimental 
editions and see the necessary 
revision in the following year’s print 
run. 

So there will be scope to revise the 
books if needed, Hassan added.

“We tried our best but the 
teachers’ guide was not ready,” said 
Aminul Islam Khan, senior secretary 
to the primary and mass education 
ministry.

Piloting could have been done on 
a limited number of students and 
the NCTB could have worked with 
that feedback, said Mohammad Tariq 
Ahsan, professor at the University of 

Dhaka’s Institute of Education and 
Research.

“It will be a challenge now as 
piloting would be done on all 
students of class-1 across the 
country,” said Ahsan, also a member 
of the Curriculum Development and 
Revision Core Committee.

In 2018, the government began the 
process of overhauling the education 
system.

Under the new curriculum, there 
will be no public exam before class-10 
and no exams for students up to 
class-3.

Science, humanities and business 
studies will be introduced in class-11 
instead of class-9 under the existing 
curriculum.

Students of classes 2, 3, 4, 8 and 9 
will get books in 2024 and those of 
classes 5 and 10 in January 2025.

Govt should’ve used existing power
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External Debt (BWGED), there are as 
many as 65 furnace oil-fired power 
plants in the grid with a capacity of 
6,310MW.

“... the plants ran approximately 41.9 
percent of the time,” said the statement.

“Instead of allowing new rental 
power plants, if the existing plants 
can be used to their full capacity, the 
government could have saved Tk 259 
crore in capacity charges [per year].” 

BWGED pointed out that the 
government will bring into operation 
12 power plants, of which a majority 
will be coal-fired, with a total capacity 
of 2,128MW by December. In addition, 
a further six power plants with a total 
capacity of 2,864MW will be entering 
the grid by March 2023, they said.

“When these power plants enter 

production, either those or the older 
power plants will have to be kept idle, 
resulting in large amounts of capacity 
charge,” said the statement.

BWGED said the current extension 
puts the tenure of the four short-term 
rental power plants at around 12.5 years 
each. They had initially been rented for 
between 3 and 5 years.

“It is important to note that the 
tenure of most long-term oil-fired 
power plants is usually around 15 
years,” said the statement. 

Experts have said rental and quick 
rental power plants offer expensive 
energy and are onboarded for short 
periods for urgent supply of power, 
during periods of emergency, while 
long-term power plants recover their 
investment over contracts spanning 
many years.

“If a short-term power plant 
is operated for 12 years, this will 
discourage long-term investments,” 
said BWGED’s press release.

“Even though expensive high-
furnace oil-fired power plants are 
expensive for private companies, 
it is financially damaging for the 
government,” said the statement.

They demanded that the 
government stop extending the tenure 
of rental power plants.

The four rental power plants are 
Julda 100MW in Chattogram, owned 
by Acorn Infrastructure Services Ltd; 
Katakhali 50MW in Rajshahi, owned 
by Northern Power Solutions Ltd; 
Mutiara Keraniganj 100MW, owned 
by Powerpac; and Amnura 50MW in 
Chapainawabganj, owned by Sinha 
Power Generation Company Ltd.  
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However, in the end, music prevailed as the 
weather went a bit easy on earnest musical 
fans, who eventually got to see one of the most 
well-rounded musical celebrations in recent 
history.

Shironamhin, paired with Mumbai’s 
powerful Symphony Orchestra, delivered a 
barrage of mellifluous symphonies throughout 
the night – performing not just a handful, but 
25 of their most revered originals.

The night’s musical proceedings started 
with a nifty instrumental, which soon 
translated into “Jadukor” – enrapturing the 
packed venue immediately. ‘The night of 
surprises’, as the band adoringly dubbed it, 

started with the track, as Bakhtiar 
from Bay of Bengal was on flute for 

the song.
More collaborations followed, 

as Rahul Ananda from Joler 
Gaan infused his genius with 
“Bhalobasha Megh”, Artcell’s 

Lincoln performed “Bondho 
Janala”, and Bappa Mazumder 

made his presence felt with “Icche 

Ghuri”.
Probar Ripon from Sonar Bangla Circus, 

Turjo from Miles were also among the many 
guest appearances. 

They tore through the set with their classics 
over the years – “Barud Samudro”, “Bullet 
Kinba Kobita”, “Perfume”, “Cafeteria”, “Bondho 
Janala”, “Bohemian” and “Bangladesh”. 

Perhaps the most wonderful aspect of 
Shironamhin’s journey over the years is the 
fact that despite multiple line-up changes, 
they persisted and pertained.

The current lineup, led by bassist, lyricist 
and composer Ziaur Rahman, is testament to 

that fact, now consisting of Sheikh Ishtiaque, 
Kazi Shafin, Saymon Chowdhury and Dipu 
Sinha. 

The programme was held in conjunction 
with Brandmyth Communications, among 
many sponspors who made it possible.

From being told by record labels that their 
music was not ‘in’, to releasing super-hit 
albums Jahajee (2004), Ichchhe Ghuri (2006), 
Bondho Janala (2009), Rabindranath (2010), 
and Shironamhin (2013), Shironamhin has 
truly come full-circle. 

Nuhash behind 
first Bangladeshi 
project on Hulu
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Nuhash Humayun has now 
successfully become the first 

person to get a Bangladeshi 
project onto the US-based OTT 
platform, Hulu.

According to the filmmaker, 
the name of the project is yet to 

be announced by Hulu. This will 
not be a web-series, rather a one-

off piece of content.
Nuhash has written the 

screenplay for, and also directed, this 
untitled project. Shooting for the project took 
place in Bangladesh, using Bangladeshi actors.  
At present, the final cut has been sent to Hulu, 
and the filmmaker is now waiting for an official 
announcement.
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A 25-year odyssey 
comes full-circle
Shironamhin gifts memorable Silver Jubilee

Not unlike any 
big concert 
day, nature 

played subtle 
games with 
the hopeful 
crowd about 

to head toward 
International 

Convention 
Center 

Bashundhara 
ICCB for 

Shironamhin’s 
25-year 

celebration 
concert 

yesterday. 

George 
Lincoln D’costa

Symphony Orchestra showcasing their magic.

Bappa Mazumder during his performance.

‘Poran’ comes to the 
city of love, Paris
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Raihan Rafi directorial “Poran” has continued 
on its trajectory of success since its release. After 
casting its magic in Australia, the film is now 
set for theatrical release in Paris, France starting 
tomorrow.

“Poran” will be screened in two theatres in Paris. 
The premiere show of the film will take place at the 
“Pathé La Villette” movie theatre, around 6:30 PM 
local time, tomorrow. Afterwards, the film will be 
screened at both the “Pathé La Villette” and “Villet 
Gaymo San Doni” movie theatres in Paris, from 
September 10-13. 

The tickets for the shows will be available online.
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