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Later, the project was 
revised. The extension line 
up to Kamalapur took 
up the project cost to Tk 
33,472 crore, and deadline 
was extended till December 
2025. Once completed, the 
metro will be able to carry 
60,000 passengers per 
hour, reducing travel time 
from Uttara to Motijheel to 
below 40 minutes, from the 
current two hours.

The estimated time 
would change if the 
extension from Motijheel 
to Kamalapur is included. 

Workers bear
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Contacted, the factory’s 
general manager 
(operations) Abdul 
Hakim said the TGTDCL 
authorities stopped 
supplying natural gas to 
JFCL without any prior 
notice.

“We have repeatedly 
asked Petro Bangla to 
resume gas supply to JFCL. 
But we did not get any reply 
to our letters,” he said.

“Besides, the 
government has increased 
the price of natural gas. 
As a result, we will have to 
pay Tk 30 crore more per 
month,” he added. 

According to the factory 
authorities, it has the 
capacity to produce around 
1,700 to 1,750 tonnes of 
urea daily, which can 
easily meet the demand of 
farmers in 20 districts. 

If the factory’s 
production is not resumed, 
farmers of these 20 
districts, mostly in the 
northern region, will face 

a severe crisis of fertilisers, 
said Abdullah Al Mamun, 
agriculture officer of 
Sarishabari Upazila.

Meanwhile, the factory 
workers have been 
demonstrating demand 
for the resumption of gas 
supply and the factory’s 
operation.

“Thousands of workers 
are in severe financial crisis 
due to the closure of the 
factory. The factory is also 
terminating workers amid 
all these,” said Moazzem, a 
worker leader.

A Titas official, 
requesting anonymity, 
said the gas suspension 
at the fertiliser factories 
is a decision taken by 
the government. “If the 
government could increase 
the gas supply then it will 
be possible to supply gas to 
the company,” he said.

This correspondent 
could not reach Titas MD 
Md Haronur Rashid Mullah 
over the phone despite 
repeated attempts. 

Long-awaited
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The statement was 
signed by rights activists 
Sultana Kamal, Dr 
Hameeda Hossain and 
Khushi Kabir, Executive 
Director of Transparency 
International Bangladesh 
Dr Iftekharuzzaman, 
DU Prof Dr Abul Barkat, 
Manusher Jonno 
Foundation’s Executive 
Director Shaheen Anam, 
Bangladesh Environmental 
Lawyers’ Association’s 
Chief Executive Syeda 
Rizwana Hasan, veteran 
rights lawyers Barrister 
Sara Hossain and Advocate 
ZI Khan Panna, Executive 
Director of Research 
Initiatives, Bangladesh Dr 
Meghna Guhathakurta, 
Executive Director of ALRD 
Shamsul Huda, and others. 

Govt won’t
FROM PAGE 3

He said the government will 
not tolerate any oppression 
on journalists and would 
definitely take action if they 
file any complaint.

“We would install a 
complaint box at sub-
registrar offices within a 
month to tackle corruption 
and irregularities there,” 
Anisul said.  

UGC declares 
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closure of America 
Bangladesh University in 
2006 due to its failure to 
comply with the conditions 
of the temporary permit 
and ensure quality 
education. The university 
authorities filed a petition 
with the HC against the 
order and continued its 
activities acquiring a stay 
order.

573 workers
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markets for Bangladesh. 
Starting from 1978, 
Malaysia has so far hired 
about 10.57 lakh workers 
from Bangladesh.

As per the MoU, 
Malaysia is entitled to select 
Bangladeshi recruiting 
agencies, whereas, the 
Bangladesh expatriates’ 
welfare ministry will give 
recruitment approval to 
agencies based on their 
submissions of documents 
for sending workers abroad.

According to the 
Malaysian government’s 
new salary structure, 
migrant workers are 
expected to get a salary of 
at least 1,500 Malaysian 
ringgit per month. 

In addition, they will be 
entitled to other benefits 
including overtime and 
accommodation.

According to BMET’s 
latest data, 92,908 migrant 
workers have gone overseas 
in August for employment, 
which is an increase 
from 75,499 overseas 
employment in July.

In August, the highest 
47,033 migrant workers 
have gone to Saudi Arabia, 
followed by 19,764 workers 
to Oman, 6,857 workers 
to Singapore, and 6,700 
workers to the UAE. Kuwait 
rounds up the top five 
destination countries in 
August by intaking 2,730 
workers.

In the first eight months 
of this year, about 7.83 lakh 
migrant workers have gone 
overseas for employment, 
says BMET data. 

Govt reconstitutes
FROM PAGE 3

University, who is among 
the 13 members, attended 
the meeting. 

She said, “The 
government reconstituted 
the trustee board as the 
university was found to 
be involved in anti-state 
activities, violating the law 
and penal code.”

Other members include 
former senior secretary 
Hedayetullah Al Mamun, 
former senior secretary 
Sajjadul Hasan, National 
University vice chancellor 
Moshiur Rahman, DU 
international business 
department honorary 
professor Khandkar 
Bazlul Haque, Canadian 
University of Bangladesh 
professor Mohammad Ali 
Arafat, National Mental 
Health Institute and 
Hospital professor Mekhla 
Sarker, former president 
and general secretary of 

Institution of Engineers, 
Bangladesh Md Abdur 
Sabur, DU law department 
professor Salim Mahmud, 
Hasumonir Pathshala 
president Marufa Akhtar 
Poppy, Mahila Samity 
member Israt Jahan 
Nasreen, and Social 
Improvement Society 
executive director Mihir 
Kanti Ghoshal.

Contacted, Prof Md 
Nazrul Islam, vice chancellor 
of the university, claimed 
to be “totally ignorant” 
about the allegation as he 
was appointed in 2020.

He said the government 
intelligence bodies had 
started investigating the 
allegation even before his 
appointment. Finally, they 
placed the probe report last 
year. 

Earlier on September 
6, SHED issued a letter, 
inviting 23 personalities to 
recast the board of trustees.
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Rapid Action Battalion claimed to 
have arrested four members of an 
inter-district gang that steals garment 
consignments from vans going to 
Chattogram port. 

Besides, law enforcers recovered 457 
cartons of exportable garments, worth 
Tk 4 crore, from Cumilla.

They also seized a covered van during 
a drive at Cumilla’s Beltoli area on 
Wednesday night.

The arrestees are members of a gang 
led by one Md Sirajul. He was arrested in 
a similar drive in Narayanganj on August 
14 last year, with 41 sacks and 506 
cartons of garments, said Mozammel 
Haque, commanding officer of Rab-4, at 
a press conference yesterday. Sirajul got 
out of jail three months ago on bail and 
again started stealing the items.

On information, a Rab team launched 
the latest drive and arrested the four 
-- Md Himel alias Dulal, Abul Kalam, 
Mohsin Ali alias Babu, and Md Al Amin. 

Three to four other gang members 
managed to flee, he added.

“The arrestees admitted that 
sometimes, they loot whole covered vans 
full of exportable garments,” claimed 
Mozammel.

Narrating the gang’s strategy, the 
official said the criminals first build 
rapport with covered-van drivers. Then 
they convince the drivers to be part of 
the plan, saying that money would be 
shared among everyone.

The persuaded drivers then park 
their vans in a secluded area on Dhaka-
Chattogram highway, as instructed by 
the gang. After that, the criminals take 
apart the vans’ side, without damaging 
the padlock, and steal cartons of goods.

After taking the goods out, they 
again seal the cartons, filling them with 
jute and garment by-products, and put 
them back into the vans. Finally, they fix 
the side and send the vehicles to their 
destination. They do this so that weight 
machines at the port cannot detect the 
theft.

Later on, the criminals sell the 
goods in the local market quickly, as 
the demand for exportable garments is 
high, Mozammel added.

Gang of RMG 
thieves held


