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Oscar Bangladesh 
Committee invites 
filmmakers for 
submissions
ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT DESK

The Oscar Bangladesh Committee has invited 
the country’s filmmakers to submit their films to 
compete at the 95th Oscars. Movies that will be 
shortlisted from the submissions will compete in 
the ‘Best International Feature Film’ category.

Any full-length Bangladeshi film, that has 
English subtitles—and has been screened for 
seven consecutive days in theatres, is eligible for 
the competition. It also has to be released between 
January 1 and November 30.

Interested filmmakers and producers are 
requested to collect the photo submission form 
and the detailed rules and guidelines from the 
offices of Ashirbad Cholochitro and submit It by 5 
pm on September 15. 

‘Mujib: The Making 
of a Nation’ likely to 
release in December

ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT DESK

Director Shyam Benegal’s 
“Mujib: The Making of a 
Nation”—the biopic on 
the Father of the Nation, 
Bangabandhu Sheikh 
Mujibur—is likely to be released 
at the end of this year.

The director will show the 
final version of the movie 
to the Bangladesh Prime 
Minister’s Office, after which 

the official date of release will 
be announced. This information was shared by 

Arindam Bagchi, a spokesman for India’s Ministry 
of External Affairs. 

At present, Benegal and his team have completed 
the film’s shooting, along with post-production 
work such as editing and special effects.

ASHLEY SHOPTORSHI SAMADDAR 

After taking over the masses with the 
much-loved romantic track, “Baje 
Shobhab”, which was written and 
composed by the singer himself 
and arranged by late 
musician Prithwi Raj, 
Rehaan Rasul topped 
the charts again 
with “Rupkothar 
Jogote”. The song 
was penned by 

S h o m e s h w a r 
Oli, and 
composed by 
Sajid Sarker. 
The singer 
recently received 
the Blender’s Choice-

The Daily Star OTT & 
Digital Content Awards 2021 
for Best Singer alongside 
Abonty Sithi, who had also left 

her voice to the duet. 
Talking to The Daily Star, 

Rehaan shared his experience 
of receiving his first award ever, 

his association with the OTT 
platforms and upcoming plans. 

“I had always hoped for a song 
of mine to receive such a grand 

response, but I had never expected 
that an award will bring me such 

joy,” said an excited Rehaan. “the song 
‘Rupkothar Jogote’ re-acquainted 
me with the joy we find in romance, 
and I am grateful to Sajid bhai and 

Oli bhai for giving me this lovely 
melody on my playlist.”

Rehaan believes that the rising 
Bangla OTT platforms have unlimited 
potential. “I love when new platforms 

open up and I have set very high 
expectations from the digital platforms, 
especially OTT,” he shared. 

Following “Ropkothar Jogote”, 
Rehaan started taking up more 

experimental projects, which 
include the theme song of 

Vicky Zahed’s web film 
“Redrum”. “I had to 

work intensely on 
this one as I was to 
deliver thrash vocals 
to this track. I am 
glad that people 
from the digital 

platforms care about 
the background 

score and prioritise 
the necessity for a song 

being in harmony with 
the setting and tone of the 

production,” he said. 
The singer is currently working 

on his second playback after “Bhuler 
Gaan” from “Gondi”, where he had lent 
his voice to the legendary Sabyasachi 
Chakraborty. “My second playback 
track will be for Syed Salahuddin 
Zaki’s next film. It is a duet featuring 
me and Konal, written by Zaki sir and 
composed by Fuad Naser Babu. This 
project also gave me the opportunity 
to work closely with the singing legend 
Linu Billah,” adds Rehaan. 

He is also set to bring back the 
magical “Rupkothar Jogote” for his next 
single. “Previously, a singer had to have 
a solo album just to come into notice of 
the listeners, but the digital platforms 
have changed it. I promise you that 
Sajid bhai, Oli bhai and will soon come 
back with another track, worth being 
on your playlist,” concluded Rehaan.

‘A singer does 
not require solo 
albums to get 
noticed anymore’
Rehaan Rasul on winning Best Singer at 
Blender’s Choice-The Daily Star OTT & 
Digital Content Awards 2021
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Govt now
FROM PAGE 12

the pace of increase of 
literacy rate is slow for 
different reasons, including 
the pandemic.

“We are working on 
eradication of illiteracy 
by 2030. We are chalking 
out a comprehensive 
plan. We will take 
our interventions to 
the grassroots level 
by empowering BNFE 
more. We are having the 
analysis on intervention 
methods done which will 
not be limited to project-
wise approach,” he added.

He said the government 
was planning vocationally 
upskilling 15-year-olds and 
older apart from making 
them literate.

“You will see the planning 
in full soon,” he said.

Bangladesh is 
celebrating International 
Literacy Day today with 
the theme “Transforming 
Literacy Learning Spaces”.

New Omicron
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the highest fatal Delta 
variant last year. This 
detection has a significance 
that the sub-variant may 
cause another spike in the 
country, we think,” Prof 
Iqbal Kabir Jahid, associate 
director at the university 
Genome Center, told The 
Daily Star yesterday. 

Arifa Akram, assistant 
professor of the virology 
department at the National 
Institute of Laboratory 
Medicine and Referral 
Center, however, said that 
it can be attributed to the 
latest increasing trend in 
transmission. 

“We will need genome 
sequence data on different 
samples collected from 
Dhaka and several other 
parts to know the reason 
behind the spike.” 

Yesterday, the DGHS 
reported 282 new cases of 
Covid-19 while no Covid-19 
patient died in the meantime. 

So far, a total of 29,329 
Covid-19 patients have died 
in the country since the 
first death was reported on 
March 18 in 2020.

City

Gunshots
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The fresh violence also 
created panic among the 
around 4,000 Rohingyas 
living in the No Man’s 
Land, officials said.

The security at the 
border has been heightened 
to prevent any intrusion, 
said Salma Ferdous, 
upazila nirbahi officer of 
Naikkhangchhari. 

“The gunshots were 
heard near Tumbru Bazar. 
It is a hilly area used 
for farming. We asked 
Bangladeshis not to go 
there unless there is an 
urgent need.” she told The 
Daily Star.

Dhaka, Delhi 
sign 
FROM PAGE 12

greater maritime security 
at an early date.

At the 4th Bangladesh-
India annual defence 
dialogue held in New 
Delhi in August, both 
sides emphasised the 
need for working closely 
to implement the $500 
million Line of Credit 
extended from India for 
defence items.

Bangladesh and India, 
at the dialogue, expressed 
commitment to elevating 
engagements between their 
armed forces and reviewed 
the progress of bilateral 
defence cooperation 
initiatives.

Principal Staff Officer 
of Armed Forces Division 
of Bangladesh Lieutenant 
General Waker-Uz-Zaman 
and Indian Defence 
Secretary Ajay Kumar co-
chaired the dialogue.

Different aspects of 
defence industrial and 
c a p a b i l i t y - b u i l d i n g 
cooperation came up for 
detailed discussions.

Both countries 
explored the potential for 
cooperation in defence 
trade, co-development and 
joint production.

BB serves notices 
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profits in the first seven 
months of this year 
compared to the same 
period a year ago.

They have also 
maintained a high spread 
between the buying and 
selling rates of the dollar 
during the period.

Banks in the country 
have to buy and sell 
dollars based on the inter-
bank exchange rate of 
the greenback set by the 
central bank. Each dollar 
traded at Tk 95 on the 
platform yesterday.

As per the banking 
norms, lenders are allowed 
to offer Tk 1 less from 
the interbank rate while 
buying dollars from 
exporters. They can sell the 
greenback, adding Tk 1 to 
the interbank rate.

As per the BB letter, 
the banks didn’t even 
follow the exchange rate 
of the dollar against the 
taka, which was officially 
declared for importers and 
exporters.

According to this year’s 
half-yearly balance sheets 
of several banks, profits 
from the foreign exchange 
businesses increased to 770 
percent compared to that 
in the same period a year 
ago.

For instance, importers 

recently bought each 
dollar for up to Tk 112 
from the banks, whereas 
the lenders bought it for 
Tk 94.

This helped the banks 
make a hefty profit by 
taking advantage of the 
ongoing volatility in the 
forex market, the central 
banker said.

BB has recently carried 
out inspections at a 
number of banks and found 
out about the anomalies.

Despite repeated 
attempts, none of the 
managing directors of the 
six banks could be reached 
for comments.

Exporters, importers 
and business leaders 
recently publicly accused 
banks of making excessive 
profits.

BB officials say the 
central bank is now making 
an all-out effort to bring 
back stability in the foreign 
exchange market by taking 
a set of measures. And as 
part of that effort, it has 
sought explanations from 
the six banks.

Higher imports, lower-
than-expected export 
receipts and falling 
remittance have sent the 
reserves below $40 billion 
at present compared to 
more than $48 billion in 
August last year.

The taka lost value by 
11.6 percent in the last one 
year against the dollar 
in the interbank market 
though the platform does 
not account for a major 
portion of US dollar 
transactions. 

This is because the 
interbank exchange rate 
does not reflect the supply-
demand of the market 
since BB has maintained 
an artificially higher rate of 
the taka.

If the platform were 
free of BB intervention, 
the exchange rate would 
have been much higher as 
it would be determined by 
demand and supply.

Importers have been 
forced to pay up to Tk 112 
per dollar, up 30 percent 
from a year ago.

On August 8, the BB 
ordered six other banks 
to transfer their treasury 
heads to human resources 
departments over their 
role in the volatility in the 
country’s foreign exchange 
market.

The banks are Standard 
Chartered Bangladesh, 
Brac Bank, Dutch-Bangla 
Bank, The City Bank, 
Southeast Bank, and Prime 
Bank. Back then, none of 
them responded to The 
Daily Star’s requests for 
comments.

British envoy concerned
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Alamgir, met British High 
Commissioner in Dhaka 
Robert Chatterton Dickson 
yesterday at the latter’s 
residence. 

After the meeting, 
Dickson tweeted, “Engaging 
political parties across the 
spectrum is an essential 
part of diplomacy. Pleased 
to meet leaders of the BNP 
today. We discussed current 

issues in Bangladesh, 
including UK concerns 
about recent violence 
between police and political 
parties and deaths of BNP 
party members.” 

BNP Standing 
Committee Member 
Amir Khosru Mahmud 
Chowdhury, BNP’s Dhaka 
North city corporation 
mayoral candidate Tabith 
Awal and BNP leader Shama 

Obayed were also present 
during the meeting. 

On July 30, a BNP 
man was killed in a clash 
between police and the 
party activists in Bhola 
town. 

On August 3, another 
succumbed to the injuries 
he suffered in the clash. On 
September 1, another BNP 
activist was killed in a fight 
with police in Narayanganj. 


