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Queen Elizabeth welcomes Liz Truss during an audience where she invited the newly elected leader of the Conservative Party to become 
Prime Minister and form a new government, at Balmoral Castle, Scotland, Britain yesterday. PHOTO: AFP

European news 
agencies launch 
joint newsroom
AFP, Brussels

A coalition of European news agencies, backed 
by funding from the European Commission, 
launched a new joint newsroom in Brussels 
yesterday. The 16 agencies -- dpa, AFP, AGERPRES, 
ANSA, APA, ATA, Belga, BTA, EFE, Europa Press, 
FENA, HINA, MIA, STA, Tanjug and TASR -- will 
share some resources to improve their coverage 
of European events. Journalists from the smaller 
European agencies will share workspaces in 
Belga’s Brussels headquarters and offices near EU 
headquarters, as well as training opportunities, 
experience and know-how. The hope is that by 
working more as a network, the agencies’ pooled 
resources will provide a deeper understanding of 
European news to readers in their home national 
markets. 

China earthquake 
toll rises to 66
REUTERS, Beijing

Chinese firefighters worked in treacherous terrain 
yesterday to help evacuate more than 11,000 
people after a magnitude-6.8 quake struck China’s 
mountainous southwestern province of Sichuan a 
day earlier, killing at least 66 people. State media 
footage, taken at the epicentre in Luding county, 
showed firefighters stretchering an injured person 
across a makeshift bridge built with tree trunks 
as muddy torrents raged below them. Evacuees 
who could walk followed a trail of scree alongside 
the river abutting slopes stripped of soil cover by 
Monday’s quake. Some of them were clutching 
onto their belongings while others carried injured 
people on their backs, a video from local media 
showed. In another video, firefighters were seen 
carrying a woman on a stretcher, covered in 
dust and missing a shoe, out from a dangerously 
teetering four-storey wooden building. As rescuers 
tried to reach stranded people, restore utilities 
and send emergency relief, state media reported 
11,000 people had been evacuated from the area.

SHELLING AT UKRAINE’S ZAPORIZHZHIA

IAEA calls for ‘security’ 
zone at nuclear plant

Says current situation ‘untenable’; US intel 
says Russia buying arms from N Korea

AGENCIES

The International Atomic Energy 
Agency yesterday called for the 
establishment of a security zone around 
Ukraine’s Zaporizhzhia nuclear power 
plant, occupied by Russia and the site of 
fighting in recent weeks.

“The current situation is untenable,” 
the UN atomic watchdog said in a 
statement after it sent a team to 
the plant last week, calling for “the 
immediate establishment of a nuclear 
safety and security protection zone”.

The IAEA statement came after 
blasts rang out and power was cut in 
the Russian-occupied Ukrainian city 
housing the power plant. IAEA chief 
Rafael Grossi was expected to brief the 
UN Security Council in New York on his 
findings later yesterday.

Both warring countries accuse each 
other of risking a nuclear disaster by 
shelling the plant, which invading 
Russian forces seized early in the 
conflict but which is still operated by 
Ukrainian technicians.

Dmytro Orlov, the Ukrainian mayor 
of the surrounding city of Enerhodar 
who operates from outside Russian-
held territory, said on social media 
that a powerful explosion had rung out 
shortly after noon. Residents were left 
without power or water.

Moscow repeated its longstanding 
accusations that Ukrainian forces had 
been shelling the plant.

Ukrainian President Volodymyr 
Zelensky on Monday warned of a near 
“radiation catastrophe” at the plant 

and said Russia’s shelling of it showed 
Moscow “does not care what the IAEA 
will say”. 

He was speaking after IAEA officials, 
citing information supplied by Ukraine, 
said the sole remaining reactor had 
gone offline after the plant’s backup 
power line had been cut to extinguish a 
fire, reports Reuters.

Meanwhile, Russia continued to 
bombard Ukrainian cities elsewhere. 
Rescue workers found the body of 
a woman beneath the rubble of an 
apartment building in Kharkiv after 
overnight shelling of Ukraine’s second-
biggest city, mayor Ihor Terekhov said. 
The governor said two others were also 
killed in the province.

An adviser to Zelensky’s chief of 
staff said he expected Kyiv to announce 
“great news” about its counteroffensive 
in the eastern Kharkiv region yesterday 
evening.

The New York Times reported that 
US intelligence had assessed that 
Russia was buying artillery ammunition 
from North Korea as sanctions begin 
to reduce its ability to sustain its 
operations in Ukraine. There was 
no immediate reaction to that from 
Moscow.

Russian President Vladimir Putin 
was meanwhile shown with his defence 
minister as he inspected a big military 
exercise in Russia’s Far East.

The drills, involving several of 
Russia’s neighbours, as well as Syria, 
India and key ally China, started on 
September 1 and are due to end today.

Five major 
challenges 
Truss faces 
as UK PM
AGENCIES

The Conservative Party 
election has been 
proclaimed Liz Truss the 
winner, and she took over 
for Boris Johnson as prime 
minister of the United 
Kingdom. But given the 
country’s cost of living 
issue, it won’t be an easy 
feat. As UK PM, she must 
address the following major 
issues:

EMPLOYEES ON STRIKE

Thousands of workers in the 
legal profession, the postal 
service, railroads, ports, 
and garbage collection are 
striking in protest of the 
rising cost of living. Inflation 
in the United Kingdom has 
exceeded 10 percent for the 
first time in forty years. 

IMPACT OF BREXIT

Since the UK decided to 
exit the European Union, 
finding workers to fill 
unfilled positions has 
proven to be challenge for 
British government. Trade 
is also being impacted by 
Brexit, particularly with the 
European Union, which is 
the UK’s top trading partner. 

FOOD, ENERGY COSTS RISING

Inflation in Britain is 
currently in the double 
digits. According to CNN, 
the cost of food and energy 
is continuing to grow by 
thousands of pounds. From 
October, the average UK 
household’s energy costs 
will be 3,549 pounds. 

RECESSION FEARS

According to the Bank of 
England, the increase in 
natural gas prices would 
push October’s inflation 
rate to 13.3 percent. It also 
stated that the UK will 
experience a recession 
later this year as a result of 
inflation.  

ENERGY CRISIS DEEPENS

According to Britain’s 
energy authority, annual 
home energy costs would 
increase by 80 percent for 
Britons. An average UK 
resident’s annual energy 
prices will rise from 1,971 
pounds to 3,549 pounds. 
Notably, the gas provider 
price ceiling will go into 
force on October 1. Here, it 
is important to note that 
the price cap is the most 
that gas suppliers may 
charge customers for a unit 
of energy. In January, it 
is anticipated that energy 
costs would rise once more 
to 4,000 pounds.

“In the face of challenges, our 
national military has calmly 
responded to the enemy’s 
intents at intrusion…I believe 
that after this period of 
combat readiness missions, 
our national military’s combat 
skills are more mature and 
its combat power is more 
powerful.”
-- Taiwan’s President TSAI ING-WEN 
says after Chinese troops’ recent drills 


