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GRAFT CASES

Wife of ex-Karnaphuli 
official sent to jail
STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Ctg

A Chattogram court yesterday sent the wife of a 
former official of Karnaphuli Gas Distribution 
Company Limited (KGDCL) to jail in two graft 
cases filed by Anti-Corruption Commission.

Chattogram Metropolitan Sessions Judge 
Begum Jebunnesa sent Kamrun Nahar, wife 
of Anis Uddin Ahmed Shamim, to jail after she 
surrendered before the court seeking bail.

In the same case, Anis, former DGM of KGDCL, 
received bail from the court on health-related  
grounds, said Advocate Mahmudul Haque, public 
prosecutor of the Anti-Corruption Commission.

According to the case, Anis had open a 
developer company named “Rock Properties” 
in collaboration with one Nesar Ahmed, his wife 
Nursat Jahan, and Kamrun Nahar. In the process, 
he violated the government employee’s service 
rules.  

NOAKHALI MEDICAL COLLEGE

Students stage demo 
for safe campus
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Noakhali

Students of Abdul Malek Ukil Medical College in 
Noakhali demonstrated on campus yesterday to press 
forward a 21-point demand, including safe campus, 
better accommodation, safety for female students, 
adequate supply of books in the library and ban on 
outsiders.

Over 300 students participated in the movement 
and locked the administrative building of the college 
from 10:00am to 3:00pm. 

Besides, they also confined some  college staffers, 
including the librarian, for allegedly misbehaving 
with the students.

Later, in assurance of the college principal 
[acting] Dr Mahbubur Rahman, they withdrew their 
demonstration for the day. But they declared to 
suspend their classes, until their demands are met.

 Mahbubur said, “The demands are reasonable. 
We’ll try to implement them as soon as possible.”

Protect rivers, 
canals in 
Patuakhali
NRCC chief 
directs admin

OUR CORRESPONDENT, 
Patuakhali

The grabbers of canals 
and rivers flowing 
through Patuakhali 
town will be evicted to 
restore the waterbodies, 
said National River 
C o n s e r v a t i o n 
Commission (NRCC) 
Chairman Dr Manjur 
Ahmed Chowdhury.

He instructed the 
district administration 
to take action against 
encroachers, no matter 
how powerful they 
might be.

He said this while 
inspecting the canals 
and rivers in Patuakhali 
on Monday.

He said most of the 
town’s 53 canals have 
disappeared and few 
that existed have turned 
into narrow drains.

A rare display of integrity
Man who travelled on trains without tickets 

during govt job repays debts

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Brahmanbaria

Emdadul Haque of South Mourail 
area of Brahmanbaria town came 
to the booking assistant’s room at 
Brahmanbaria Railway Station around 
12:30pm on Monday. 

Remorse has been a constant feeling 
for 61-year-old Emdadul Haque for the 
last couple of months. The reason is 
enough to come as a surprise for anyone 
in these times. 

During his years as a government 
employee, Emdadul travelled several 
times without tickets on different trains 
on Dhaka-Chattogram and Dhaka-
Sylhet railway routes. 

Being driven by his conscience, 
Emdadul has recently paid all his dues 
after his retirement. 

This rare occurrence went viral on 
social media as an instance of honesty 
and integrity. 

Emdadul, a father of four, worked 
as a constable at the Anti-Corruption 
Commission. He went on retirement in 

December 2020.
During his service, Emdadul travelled 

without tickets on different trains on 
multiple occasions as he could not 
manage tickets at all times. 

However, he kept records 
of all his due fares. These 
records helped him 
pay his dues upon 
retirement. 

“There is no other 
way to repay this 
debt. So I gave the 
money directly to 
the railway. I don’t 
know if I will be free 
from the liability but 
at least I will get my 
peace of mind.”

“Ever since my 
retirement, I have been 
suffering from guilt for 
travelling without tickets during my 
service years. The fares were paid after 
contacting the railway authorities,” he 
added.

The story went viral on social media 
after Sohel Rana Bhuiyan, the admin 
of a Facebook page named “The Train”, 
posted a status mentioning the incident.

Brahmanbaria Railway Station 
Master Rafiqul Islam said 

the railway authorities 
were overwhelmed 

as Emdadul has set 
such an example of 

honesty.
Didar Mollah, 

booking assistant 
at Brahmanbaria 
Railway Station, 

said, “Emdadul 
travelled several 

times without a ticket 
during his time as a 

service holder. But he 
had been suffering from 

remorse ever since he retired.”
“That is the reason he [Emdadul] 

contacted the railway himself. To get rid 
of the debt, he paid by buying a ticket 
worth Tk 2,530,” said Didar. 

‘Stripped of our 
right to land’
Santals allege ruling party 
lawmaker ‘grabbed’ their 
land in Dinajpur
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The Santal community in Dinajpur has brought 
allegations of land grabbing against an Awami League 
lawmaker and his uncle, in a press conference under the 
banner of “Movement for Santal Life and Land” in Jatiya 
Press Club yesterday.

According to the allegations, Shibli Sadique, AL 
lawmaker from Dinajpur-6 and his uncle Delwar Hossen, 
also president of Jatiya Party’s Dinajpur district unit, 
grabbed around 77 acres of the Santal community’s land. 

“Three graveyards belonging to the Mahali and Santal 
communities have been occupied by the uncle-nephew 
duo, where an amusement park and a residential building 
have been built,” alleged the speakers at the event. 

Ukil Hembrom, one of the victims of land grabbing, 
said he owned 33 decimals of land. “But I’m only left with 
five decimals,” he said. 

Altaf Ali, a resident of Dinajpur’s Nawabganj, said the 
plot to grab the Santal community’s land began in 2019. 
“During the pandemic, they grabbed his 300 decimals of 
land, he alleged.

Ruhin Hossain Prince, general secretary of Bangladesh 
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‘Stop sand lifting, 
save us from erosion’
Locals demand at human chain

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Tangail

People of several erosion-affected villages formed 
a human chain beside Jhenai river at Nothkhola in 
Basail upazila of Tangail yesterday.

They demanded that the authorities take 
immediate steps to stop illegal sand lifting to save 
their houses, crop lands and other properties.

Hundreds of people from Dapnajar, Nothkhola, 
and Kashil took part in the two-hour protest.

Two bridges at Dapnajar and Kashil have already 
disappeared into the river due to erosion triggered 
by mindless sand lifting, they alleged.

Yunus Ali, president of Tangail district unit of 
Muktijodhya Kalyan Parishad, said, “We want the 
cooperation of the local administration in this 
regard.”

Trip to manage 
waste or waste  
public money?
Sylhet mayor to visit US 
to inspect purchases; 
6 officials awaiting 
permission to go along
DWOHA CHOWDHURY, Sylhet

The government 
recently allowed 
the Sylhet City 
C o r p o r a t i o n 
(SCC) mayor to 
visit a factory 
in the US, 
from which 
SCC bought 20 
vehicles for a waste 
management project.

The government 
order, issued by the Ministry of Local 
Government, Rural Development and 
Cooperatives on August 30, mentioned 
that Bangla Trac Limited would bear the 
cost of the four-day trip to the factory of 
Caterpillar Inc.

But this borne cost will actually come 
out of the prices SCC paid for the vehicles. 

At a time when the government is 
trying to limit foreign trips of government 
officials to save money, this issue has 
raised concerns.

On top of this, SCC Chief Engineer 
Nur Azizur Rahman, Executive Engineer 
Shamsul Islam, Assistant Engineer 
(Electrical) Joydeb Biswas, Sub-assistant 
Engineer (Mechanical) Jaberul Islam, 
Conservancy Officer Hanifur Rahman, 
and a joint secretary of the ministry are 
awaiting government sanction for the trip.

Faruque Mahmud Chowdhury, 
president of Sushashoner Jonno Nagorik’s 
(Shujan) Sylhet chapter, said, “Although 
cost of such trips is covered by a company, 
it [company] includes the cost in the price 
of the products it’s selling. So in actuality, 
taxpayers’ money will be spent for this 
trip.” 

“Furthermore, it doesn’t make any 
sense for the mayor and a ministry official, 
who don’t have the technical knowledge, 
to visit the factory,” he said.

The trip was scheduled for August 27 
to 30, but as the officials are still awaiting 
permission, the dates will be rescheduled, 
said SCC officials.

Spending Tk 17 crore for a project 
to modernise waste management, SCC 
recently purchased 15 compactor trucks, 
two wheel excavators, two bulldozers, and 
a wrecker of Caterpillar from Bangla Trac 
Limited.

SCC Chief Engineer Nur Azizur 
Rahman said, “Such purchases include 
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Barishal artisans put finishing touches on saris to be sold on the occasion of Durga puja. Once the clothes are ready, they are 
sold for Tk 2,500 to Tk 4,000 each at local markets. This photo was taken from Sadar Road yesterday. 
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