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OMS rice sale
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from Russia and 3.3 
lakh tonnes of rice from 
Vietnam and India at a 
total cost of $378 million 
(Tk 3,590 crore) under G2G 
arrangements.

Besides, the ministry 
is preparing to import 2 
lakh tonnes of rice from 
Myanmar.

On Sunday, the prime 
minister at the cabinet 
meeting gave directives to 
take measures to import rice 
from alternative sources.

Asked about that, 
Shadhan said the 
alternative source for wheat 
is Russia and Ukraine and 
rice is Vietnam, Cambodia 
and Thailand.

“We are continuously 
monitoring the rice 
price. We have also fined 
dishonest traders and 
started the prosecution 
process,” he said. 

Govt ‘incapable’
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He said Bangladesh was 
supposed to get $8 billion 
from India under the lines 
of credit, but the country 
has received a part of this 
credit. “There’s no further 
progress in this regard.”

As journalists sought 
his comment on Hasina’s 
current India tour, he said, 
“I say again, let her come 
back and see what she 
brings for the people of 
Bangladesh.”

Fakhrul also criticised 
the government for not 
giving any appropriate 
response to Myanmar 
for repeated violations of 
Bangladesh’s sovereignty.

As his attention was 
drawn to criticism on 
social media for receiving 
the PM by a state minister 
at India’s Palam Airport, 
Fakhrul declined to say 
anything about it. 

“Because the previous 
statements of the 
foreign minister here 
and the statements of 
most of the ministers 
of the government have 
demonstrated that they 
would go (to India) no 
matter how they’re received 
and they wouldn’t have a 
big problem with that.”

Reiterating BNP’s 
position on the next 
election, he said a credible 
general election will not 
be possible in Bangladesh 
without a polls-time 
neutral government and 
an impartial Election 
Commission. 

What was your
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Hasan said this while 
replying to reporters at 
the meeting room of his 
ministry at the secretariat.

He mentioned that 
the relationship between 
Bangladesh and India 
have reached a new 
height through mutual 
cooperation based on 
equity, under the leadership 
of Hasina and her Indian 
counterpart Narendra Modi. 

He said the current 
government has realised 
many things from India. 
The PM realised duty-free 
exports of products during 
the first tenure of her three 
consecutive terms, he said. 

Replying to a query, 
the minister said the 
foreign ministry has said 
that the foreign minister 
is somewhat ill, and so, 
he didn’t go to India this 
time.

New buses on 2 Dhaka routes
FROM PAGE 3

committee’s 24th meeting 
at Nagar Bhaban.

“We will introduce Nagar 
Paribahan on these three 
routes with 200 new buses. 
It is taking a little time, as 
brand new, comfortable 

buses will be added for the 
service,” said DNCC Mayor 
Md Atiqul Islam.

The DSCC mayor said, 
“We will conduct a joint 
operation against illegal 
buses to bring back 
discipline on city roads.”

Mariam
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(60), Shahadat Hossain 
(20) and another relative 
Panna Begum (50) 
succumbed to their 
injuries. Meanwhile, 
12-year-old Yasin, the 
only survivor among the 
injured, is still fighting for 
life in the intensive care 
unit (ICU) of the hospital.

Stripped of our
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Communist  Party; 
and Ganesh Hembro, 
Khukumoni Hembrom, 
Roben Mardi, Luis Hasda 
and  Solemon Mardi, 
representing the Santal 
community were present at 
the  press conference.  

In response to the 
allegations, Shibli Sadique 
said they were politically 

motivated. These 
allegations surface at 
regular intervals, he said.  

“I want the law 
enforcement to investigate 
the allegations. If they are 
found to be true, I will give 
back the land,” said Shibli. 

Contacted, Delwar Hossen 
said he has all the necessary 
documents to prove that he 
is the land owner.

Trip to manage
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visits of officials concerned. 
A team of four engineers, 
a conservancy officer and 
a ministry official are 
planning to visit the factory 
under supervision of the 
mayor.”

“The purchase committee 
needs to evaluate the quality 
of the purchased vehicles. 
Moreover, the company 
is liable for operation 
and maintenance of the 
vehicles for two years. The 
training and experiences the 
engineers will obtain during 
the trip will help continue 
maintenance and operation 
of the vehicles after the two-
year period,” he said.

Contacted, Mayor Ariful 
Haque Chowdhury said, 
“I may not understand 
the technical matters 
of vehicles but will 
understand their function. 
As I’ll spend day and night 
with them [SCC staff] for 
inspection, the knowledge 
will be beneficial. Moreover, 

the cost of the trip will be 
borne by the company, not 
the government.”

However, Tawsiful 
Islam, head of group brand 
management at Bangla 
Trac Limited, said, “We 
include the cost of such 
inspection trips in the 
prices we offer.” 

“We have forwarded our 
official invitation letter 
to SCC, and who to send 
for inspection is up to the 
officials. However, they have 
already failed to comply 
with the scheduled date, 
and the trip is uncertain 
now,” he said.

Jamuna sees increase 
in water level
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Pabna

The water level has been increasing in Jamuna for the last 
few days due to the onslaught of water from upstream. 

“Water level started increasing since August 31, although 
this is not the time for the trend. It will continue to increase 
in the upcoming week. However, there is no immediate 
threat of the water crossing the danger level,” said Md Nasir 
Uddin, sub-divisional engineer of Sirajganj WDB. 

According to Sirajganj Water Development Board 
(WDB), Jamuna is flowing at 11.93 metres at the hard 
point, which is 1.42 metres below the danger level. 

The river is flowing at 13.74 metres at the Kazipur point, 
which is 1.49 metres below the danger level. 

The WDB engineer also added that the off-season 
increase is due to excessive rain. 

Meanwhile, Boral, Korotoa, Fuljore and other rivers 
flowing in Sirajganj have been swelling due to the 
increasing water levels in Jamuna, said WDB officials.

Due to excessive rainfall, Jamuna has seen an untimely increase in water levels. However, WDB officials in 
Sirajganj have assured that it is still under the danger level and poses no immediate threat of crossing it.
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Sabrina
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On August 23, Sabrina’s 
husband Ariful 
Chowdhury, also the JKG’s 
chief executive officer, 
challenged the judgment 
of the lower court that also 
sentenced him to 11 years’ 
rigorous imprisonment on 
the same charges.


