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HC denies 
bail to Ehsan 
Group 
chairman
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The High Court 
yesterday refused to 
grant bail to Ehsan 
Group Chairman Ragib 
Ahsan in three money 
embezzlement cases.

According to media 
reports, Ragib and his 
three brothers allegedly 
embezzled Tk 17,000 
crore from people 
through a so-called 
multi-level marketing 
(MLM) business. 

Promising their 
clients of hefty returns, 
Ragib lured them into 
investing in different 
investment schemes. 

He allegedly used 
mosque imams and 
madrasa teachers in this 
regard.

Yesterday, a vacation 
bench of the HC 
comprising Justice 
Md Rezaul Hasan and 
Justice Md Atabullah 
also cancelled three bail 
petitions of Ragib from 
its hearing list.

The HC bench passed 
the order saying that 
there is no urgency for 
hearing the petitions as 
this is a vacation bench, 
Ragib’s lawyer Md Ruhul 
Quddus Kazal told The 
Daily Star. 

Deputy Attorney 
General Imran Ahmed 
Bhuiyan said Ragib 
Ahsan cannot get 
released from jail 
following the HC order.

Three cases were filed 
with Pirojpur Police 
Station against Ragib 
last year on charges of 
committing frauds with 
people and embezzling 
their money.

Rab on September 10 
last year arrested Ragib 
and his brother Abul 
Bashar Khan, a director 
of the company, in 
Dhaka. 

The same day, police 
in Pirojpur arrested 
Ragib’s two brothers.

‘Sign Teesta 
deal to end 
our sufferings’
Say people of the river basin at 
human chain
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Dinajpur

The people of Teesta basin formed a human chain in 
front of Rangpur Press Club yesterday, demanding the 
government of both India and Bangladesh resolve the 
crisis centring Teesta water.  

The demonstration, organised by Teesta Bachao Nodi 
Bachao Sangram Parishad, an apolitical body in Rangpur, 
went on for two hours.

Several hundred people, mostly from the affected area, 
formed the human chain.

The speakers also demanded the government 
implement the Teesta masterplan.

“We have the right to get our share of Teesta water”, 
said Nazrul Islam Hakkani, president of the parishad.

He claimed that people of 42 unions of five districts 
in the northern region have been affected by the severe 
disruption of Teesta. Signing of the Teesta deal and 
implementing the masterplan can ease the sufferings of 
millions of people.

He claimed Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina started a 
4-day state tour to India, but mysteriously, the issue of 
Teesta deal is not in her agenda.

River researcher Dr Tuhin Wadud said improving 
bilateral relations between Bangladesh and India with 
equity in mind can be helpful to sign the Teesta deal. 

Tuhin put forth some proposals, including maintaining 
flow of Teesta’s waters throughout the year, ensuring a fair 
share of the water, re-establishment of river connections 
with branches and sub-branches of Teesta river, restoring 
navigation, and removing encroachers from Teesta and 
other rivers.

Commuters had to wade through knee-deep water as 108.2 mm rain was enough to inundate most parts of 
Sylhet city yesterday. This photo was taken on Bangabir road in South Surma area. 
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In the last financial year, SCC did work worth Tk 209 
crore to solve the city’s waterlogging. Including this 
cost, the total expenditure on waterlogging related 

projects in the last 12 years has been Tk 869 crore.

Money goes down the 
drain, but water doesn’t

3-hour rain inundates Sylhet city
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Sylhet

Most areas of Sylhet city were 
inundated with  108.2 mm rainfall 
recorded between  6:00am to 
9:00am yesterday, effectively 
washing away the tall claims of 
monsoon preparedness by the 
authorities.

Students and office-goers in 
Shahjalal Upasahar, Chowhatta, 
Pathantula, Bagbari, Amberkhana, 
Khasdabir, Mirer Maidan, Shibganj, 
Bandarbazar, Zindabazar, 

Barutkhana, Hawapara, Naiorpool, 
Mirzajangal, Laladighir Par, 
Machimpur, Raynagar, and Lawai  
areas had to wade through ankle 
-to-knee-deep water to reach their 
destinations in the morning.

The Surma river was flowing 
just 268 cm below the danger level, 
meaning  it could have overflown 
anytime till yesterday afternoon.

Masum Talukder, a resident of 
Bagbari area in   the city, said, “The 
city canals overflow every time 
there’s heavy rainfall. We need a 

way out of this ordeal.”
Residents took to their personal 

social media handles and raised 
questions on the effectiveness of 
Sylhet City Corporation’s project  
worth crores of Taka to eradicate 
waterlogging.

Ruhul Quddus Babul wrote 
on a Facebook post, “A scientific 
master plan was needed to build a 
modern drainage system, but that 
didn’t happen in Sylhet city. The 
government has allocated more 
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Seven killed in 
road accidents
STAR REPORT

At least seven people were killed in road accidents 
across the country yesterday. In Dhaka, a man 
died after a CNG-run auto-rickshaw hit him while 
he was crossing a road in Jatrabari. The deceased, 
Aslam Hawlader was a computer operator at a 
local school.

He was rushed to Dhaka Medical College 
Hospital where doctors declared him dead around 
1:15pm, said Nur Alam, a pedestrian who took him 
there.

SI Mostafizur Rahman of Jatrabari Police 
Station, said they seized the auto-rickshaw but its 
driver fled the scene.

In Habiganj, a driver and his helper were killed 
in a head-on collision between two trucks on the 
Dhaka-Sylhet highway in Shahpur area around 
5:00am.

The deceased were driver Rubel Mia and his 
helper Ahad Mia, said police.

Meanwhile in Chattogram,  a man was killed 
and four were injured as a microbus collided 
head-on with a truck in Rangunia upazila around 
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Farmers stage 
demo for fertiliser
Urea production at JFCL 
remains uncertain
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Jamalpur

Protesting the production halt at Jamalpur 
Fertiliser Company Ltd (JFCL) due to the gas 
crisis, farmers of the district demonstrated on the 
Jamalpur-Mymensingh highway for the second 
consecutive day yesterday.

All vehicular movement was halted on the 
highway for two hours due to the protest. 

On information, Sadar Upazila UNO, Litus 
Lawrence Chiran, rushed to the spot and brought 
the situation under control. Earlier on Sunday, 
farmers demonstrated in Sharifpur market 
demanding urea fertiliser. 

Agitated farmers complained that local dealers 
are not distributing urea to them properly.

However, Sadar Upazila Executive Officer Litus 
Lawrence Chiran told this correspondent there 
is no shortage of fertiliser. Jamalpur Jamuna 
Fertilizer Company Ltd (JFCL) at Tarakandi in 
Jamalpur’s Sarisabari upazila halted its urea 
production on June 21 after the government 
suspended the supply of natural gas to JFCL. 
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