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Gold worth 
Tk 3.24cr 
seized at 
Dhaka airport
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Customs Intelligence and 
Investigation Directorate 
yesterday seized 40 gold 
bars from an aircraft’s 
washroom at Hazrat 
Shahjalal International 
Airport in Dhaka.

The gold bars weigh 
4.6kg and are worth Tk 
3.24 crore, said officials.  

The bars were hidden in 
the washroom of a flight of 
Biman that landed at the 
airport from Abu Dhabi at 
12:38pm, said Ahmedur 
Reza Chowdhury, deputy 
director of CIID. On 
information, a team of CIID 
recovered those. No one 
was arrested as the gold was 
left abandoned.

Three killed as 
part of rice mill 
hopper collapses
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Tangail

Three workers were killed after a shed of a 
hopper (carrying section) of a rice mill collapsed 
at Tangail’s Gopalpur upazila on Sunday night.

The accident took place at around 9:30pm at 
Ekota Rice Mills at Dubail area in the upazila.

The deceased are Mohammad Arif (27), Nurul 
Islam (35) and Naimul Islam (30). 

Rafiqul Islam, station officer of Gopalpur Fire 
Service, said, “We’ve examined that the setting 
of the hopper was of low quality. The welding 
of the angles was weak. The workers were killed 
due to negligence of the mill authorities.” 

Farmers stage
FROM PAGE 5

The government also 
made a directive to the 
JFCL authorities to stop 
production.

According to JFCL 
sources, the transmission 
of natural gas to JFCL will 
remain suspended due to 
the acute gas crisis and 
the time when JFCL will 
resume production is still 
uncertain.

The factory has the 
capacity to produce 1,550 
tonnes per day. 

This amount can easily 
meet the demand for urea 
fertiliser in 20 districts, 
according to the JFCL 
authorities. 

No let-up in dengue
FROM PAGE 3

6,281 have been released 
from hospitals.

A DGHS monsoon survey 
found that the population 
of Aedes mosquitoes in 
monsoon is over double 
that of the previous season.

“More dengue cases 
may be witnessed if proper 
measures are not taken 
immediately,” said Dr Md 
Ekramul Haque, deputy 

programme manager of the 
malaria and ATD control 
programme at DGHS.

Hotspot management 
is crucial to control Aedes 
mosquitoes. This means 
authorities will have to 
collect addresses of dengue 
patients from hospitals 
and identify dengue-prone 
areas, said entomologist of 
Jahangirnagar University 
Prof Kabirul Bashar.

Seven killed
FROM PAGE 5

1:30am. The deceased is 
Tauhidul Islam, a helper of 
the microbus driver. Four 
passengers of the microbus 
were also injured in the 
accident. 

In Faridpur, a woman 
and her son were killed as 
a train hit a  battery-run 
easy bike in Shreeramdia 
area of Nagarkanda upazila 

around  2:45 pm.
The deceased are Lima 

Begum and her son Md 
Imran. The accident took 
place when a train hit 
the easy bike when it was 
crossing the rail line. 

In  Kalihati, Mohammad 
Shahin was killed when a  
train hit his bike  while he 
was crossing an unmanned 
level-crossing, said police.

This is all we
FROM PAGE 3

ensure our security and to 
protect our land,” he added.

However, Kamal Uddin, 
project director of Lama 
Rubber Industries, claimed 
the allegations to be false. 

“We are not grabbing 
another 400 acres of land. 
The land is included in our 
leased property,” he told 
this correspondent.

The choice is theirs
FROM PAGE 3

to political consciousness 
if we hope for a democratic 
society,” she added.

Politics is a healthy 
and positive thing and 
this positivity has to be 
maintained during party 
politics in educational 

institutions, she said.
On August 13, former 

students of Bangladesh 
University of Engineering 
and Technology arranged a 
rally on its premises ahead 
of National Mourning Day 
under the banner of BCL.

This raised a storm 

of debate as political 
activities on Buet campus 
has officially remained 
banned since the murder 
of student Abrar Fahad in 
2019, by some then-leaders 
of BCL at Sher-e-Bangla 
Hall of the university.  

Money goes down the drain
FROM PAGE 5

than a hundred crore 
to alleviate citizen’s 
sufferings, but problems 
keep increasing.” 

In the last financial year, 
SCC did work worth Tk 209 
crore to solve the city’s 
waterlogging. Including this 
cost, the total expenditure 

on waterlogging related 
projects in the last 12 
years has been Tk 869 
crore, according to city 
corporation documents.

Contacted, Bidhayak 
Roy Chowdhury, chief 
executive officer of SCC, 
claimed that waterlogging 
in Sylhet city has reduced 
in recent years. 

“If it rains continuously, 
there will always be 
waterlogging as it takes 
some time for the water to 
drain.” 

He said the SCC’s work 
for regularly cleaning the 

canals and sewers is not  
bearing any fruit as the city 
dwellers continue to dump 
garbage in these places.

“Besides, the Surma 
river’s navigability has 
decreased. Our plea to 
the relevant government 
offices to dredge the 
river has repeatedly been 
ignored,” he added.

Sayeed Chowdhury, 
senior official at the Sylhet 
Meteorological Office, said, 
“The rainfall will continue 
till next Saturday, but the 
water amount will decrease 
over time.”
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Dr Ibrahim’s 
death anniv
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Today is the 
33rd death 
anniversary 
of National 
Professor Dr 
Mohammad 
I b r a h i m , 
also founder of the Diabetic 
Association of Bangladesh. 
Different associate 
organisations will place 
wreaths at his grave in the 
capital’s Banani Graveyard 
at 8:00am, said a press 
release.

A discussion titled 
“Ibrahim Memorial 
Oration” will also be at 
11:30am at a conference hall 
at Ibrahim Cardiac hospital.
Kidney Foundation 
president Prof Harun-ur-
Rashid will give a lecture, 
while the programme will 
be presided over by  Prof 
AK Azad Khan, president 
of diabetic association.

Free diabetes checking 
camps will be set up from 
8:00am to 11:00am at the 
BIRDEM complex, NHN 
and BIHS areas. Besides, 
cardiac patients will get 
advice from experts at 
Ibrahim Cardiac Hospital 
from 9:00am to 4:00pm.

Diabetic Association 
of Bangladesh has been 
observing the day as 
“Service Day” over the last 
few years. 

On this day in 1989, Dr 
Ibrahim died from a cardiac 
arrest at his residence.

Mohammed 
Noman’s 
death anniv
CITY DESK

Today is the 
26thh death 
anniversary 
of Prof 
Mohammed 
Noman, an 
e m i n e n t 
educationist and former 
vice chancellor of 
Jahangirnagar University. 

On the occasion, his 
family members have 
arranged Khatam-e-
Quran, milad mahfil, 
special munajat at mosque 
and food distribution 
among the destitute.

Professor Noman Smriti 
Foundation will also hold 
programmes to observe the 
death anniversary.

Prof Noman was a 
recipient of the Ekushey 
Padak and President’s 
Gold Medal. The family has 
requested all to pray for his 
departed soul.  

Death anniv 
of Sayam ur 
Rahman
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Today is the 
11th death 
anniversary 
of Sayam ur 
R a h m a n , 
the only son 
of Awami 
League presidium member 
Jahangir Kabir Nanak.

On the occasion, a 
doa mahfil will be held at 
a community centre in 
Mohammadpur after Asr 
prayers today, says a press 
release.

Sayam died in a road 
crash in Cox’s Bazar on 
September 6, 2011. He was 
later laid to rest at Banani 
graveyard in the capital.

A grandfather and his little helper, his grandson, are busy making a fish 
trap out of bamboo sheaths to catch fish in nearby canals and small 
river branches. This photo was taken in Nobogram Road area of Barishal 
yesterday. PHOTO: TITU DAS


