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BTMC mills remain
FROM PAGE B4

Sources said there 
are also instances 
of mal practice by 
private entrepreneurs 
as according to 
BTMC statistics, the 
government has sold 12 
mills through tender, 
handed over nine mills 
to their workers, 30 to 
their former owners and 
seven to the liquidation 
cell to sell them off on 
condition of resuming 
production and repaying 
any dues.

But not a single 
buyer did this as per the 
agreement and rather, 
some took loans against 
the mills’ properties and 
sold machineries.

So, the ministry took 
back seven textile mills 
from private sector 
buyers for violating the 

terms and conditions 
of privatisation, they 
added.

S h a h i d u l l a h 
Chowdhury, central 
committee president of 
the Trade Union Center, 
said that as the private 
sector has failed to run 
the government mills 
honestly, those should 
be modernised and go to 
production under strict 
monitoring by reducing 
top-heavy management.

Brigadier General 
Zakir Hossain NDC, PSC, 
chairman of the BTMC, 
said the PPP system 
is a new concept and 
apprehension among 
private entrepreneurs is 
not unusual.

“So, it will take 
some time to flourish 
and we are very much 
optimistic,” he added.

Fu-Wang Ceramic
FROM PAGE B4

Listed as a ‘B’ category 
company in the 
domestic stock market, 
Fu-Wang Ceramic 
provided 2 per cent 
cash dividend in fiscal 
2020-21.

Fu-Wang Ceramic’s 
expansion plan comes 
just months after RAK 
Ceramics, the market 
leader, announced that 
it would to invest more 
than Tk 900 crore to 
raise its production 
capacity.

The ceramic sector’s 
growing potential 
has lured in big 
conglomerates like Akij 
Group and DBL Group 
in recent years.

Currently, there 

are over 60 ceramics 
factories in Bangladesh 
and over a dozen more 
are in the pipeline, 
according to the 
Bangladesh Ceramic 
Manufacturers and 
Exporters Association.

More than 25 crore 
pieces of tableware, 
nearly 20 crore square 
metres of tiles, and 
over 83 lakh pieces 
of sanitaryware were 
produced in the country 
in fiscal 2017-18.

Local manufacturers 
cater to 85 per cent of 
the domestic demand 
while the rest, mostly 
comprised of high-end 
products, is imported 
from Japan, China and 
Taiwan.

Field day on Bari-
invented hybrid 
summer tomato
STAR BUSINESS DESK

The Regional Agricultural Research Centre of the 
Bangladesh Agricultural Research Institute (Bari) 
in Jashore arranged a field day on Bari-invented 
hybrid summer tomato at Balrampur village of 
Bagharpara upazila on Saturday.

The programme, titled “Adaptive trial, 
production and community-based pilot 
production program of summer tomato in 
Bangladesh”, was inaugurated by Debasish Sarker, 
director general of Bari, a press release said.

The cultivation of summer tomatoes started 
in Bagharpara upazila in 1996. At present, Bari 
hybrid tomatoes 4, 8 and 11 are being cultivated 
in this region on about 31 hectares of land, the 
director general said.

Apurba Kanti Chowdhury, director of 
planning and evaluation of Bari, presided over the 
programme.

PRICES OF KEY ESSENTIALS 
IN DHAKA CITY

Fine rice

Coarse rice

Loose flour

Lentil

Soybean (loose)

Potato

Onion (local )

Egg

PRICE 
(SEP 4, 
2022)

Tk 63-Tk 70

Tk 50-Tk 55

Tk 47-Tk 52

Tk 105-Tk 110

Tk 170-Tk 175

Tk 24-Tk 30

Tk 40-Tk 45

Tk 38-Tk 40

% CHANGES 
FROM A 

MONTH AGO 

-2.92

7.14

20.73

2.38

5.79

-6.9

0

-4.88

% CHANGE 
FROM A 

YEAR AGO

3.91

12.9

52.31

22.86

34.77

42.11

-2.3

8.33

SOURCE: TCB

Zafar Alam, managing director of Social Islami Bank, and Md Shahadat Hossain, 
president of the Institute of Chartered Accountants of Bangladesh, exchange signed 
documents of a memorandum of understanding on documents verification system at 
the former’s head office in Dhaka recently. PHOTO: SOCIAL ISLAMI BANK

Mosleh Uddin Ahmed, managing director of South Bangla Agriculture and Commerce 
Bank, and Ikram Farazy, chairman of the NEC Group, exchange signed documents of 
an agreement on remittance transfer at the former’s head office in Dhaka recently. 
Habibur Rahman, additional managing director of the bank, Md Nurul Azim, deputy 
managing director, and Anower Farazy, director of NEC Remittance Company, were 
present. PHOTO: SOUTH BANGLA AGRICULTURE AND COMMERCE BANK

Md Ahsan-uz Zaman, managing director of Midland Bank, and Rezaul Hossain, 
managing director of Upay, exchange signed documents of a memorandum of 
understanding on fund transfer service at the former’s head office in Gulshan, Dhaka 
recently. Md Nazmul Huda Sarkar, executive vice-president of the bank, Md Rashed 
Akter, head of retail distribution, Md Abed-Ur-Rahman, head of cards, and Syed Md 
Enamul Kabir, chief financial officer of Upay, were present. PHOTO: MIDLAND BANK

ANM Mahfuz, deputy managing director of Prime Bank, cuts a ribbon to inaugurate 
the bank’s ATM booth on Dhanmondi Road-27 in Dhaka recently. PHOTO: PRIME BANK

WB team in Ctg to discuss 
Bay Terminal project

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Ctg

An 11-member technical mission 
of the World Bank reached 
Chattogram port yesterday to 
discuss various aspects of proposed 
Bay Terminal, a mega project taken 
to enable the port accommodate 
larger ships.

Earlier this year, the 
international lender expressed 
interest to give around $350 
million in loan for breakwater 
construction and channel dredging 
of the Bay Terminal, which will be 
constructed on around 2,500 acres 
of land at Patenga in Chattogram.

The World Bank delegation led by 
its Senior Transport Specialist Hua 
Tan will be engaged in discussions 
with senior port officials until 
September 8, according to the 
sources in Chattogram Port 
Authority (CPA).

The team, however, will stay in 

the country until September 12 
as they have scheduled meetings 
on other projects at the shipping 
ministry and other offices in Dhaka.

The WB team yesterday sat in a 
meeting with CPA Chairman Rear 
Admiral Mohammad Shahjahan 
and later hold a meeting with 
senior CPA officials.

Officials from different 
departments, including CPA civil 
engineering, planning, marine, 
hydrography and traffic, attended 

the meeting.
It is a routine visit of the World 

Bank technical mission to see 
progress and discuss different 
aspects of the project before 
approving the loan for the Bay 
Terminal, the CPA chairman told 
The Daily Star.

In a major development, the 
government on Wednesday 
approved a proposal of the CPA to 
appoint a German joint venture 
as consultant for the works of the 
terminal.

Earlier in April this year, the 
CPA appointed Korean joint 
venture of Kunhwa Engineering 
and Consulting Co Ltd, Korean 
and Daeyoung Engineering Co 
Ltd Korea as consultant for the 
construction of the terminal.

The firm has already submitted 
its inception report and the World 
Bank team will also discuss the 
report before leaving Bangladesh.

BPGMEA gets 
new office bearers
STAR BUSINESS DESK

Shamim Ahmed has been re-elected as president 
of the Bangladesh Plastic Goods Manufacturers 
and Exporters Association (BPGMEA) for a one-
year term (2022-23).

Giasuddin Ahmed was elected 
as senior vice-president while 

KM Iqbal Hossain and Quazi 
Anwarul Haque have been 

elected as vice-presidents 
of the association.  

Abdur Razzak, 
chairman of the 
BPGMEA election board, 
declared the election 

result of the office bearers 
at the association’s head 

office in Paltan, Dhaka on 
Saturday, said a press release.

A 21-member board of directors 
will run the association for 2022-2023.

Bida gets new 
executive chair
STAR BUSINESS REPORT

A former bureaucrat joined Bangladesh Investment 
Development Authority (Bida) as its new executive 
chairman yesterday for a three-year term.  

Brought back to service 
on August 23 through the 
cancellation of his post 
retirement leave beginning 
June 15, Lokman Hossain 
Miah succeeds Md Sirajul 
Islam. 

He last served as 
senior secretary to health 
services division and will 
continue to enjoying the 
rank and associated benefits.

Mia was born in Barishal’s 
Gournadi upazila in 1963. He 
obtained a master’s degree in history 
from the University of Dhaka and joined Bangladesh Civil 
Service in 1986, according to a notification. 

Bida will have to work with full authority to reduce 
investment barriers and improve Bangladesh’s standing 
in the ease of doing business index, said Md Saiful Islam, 
president of the Metropolitan Chamber of Commerce and 
Industry, Dhaka.


