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The new DAP has been 
prepared by dividing 
the project area into six 
distinct main regions and 
75 sub-regions.

To ensure proper use 
of land, different areas 
have been identified as 
residential, commercial, 
industrial, agricultural, 
institutional, waterbody, 
forest, open space, and 
flood-prone.

In the DAP, there is also 
a proposal for “density 
zoning”. The government 
has fixed the floor area 
ratio (FAR) based on the 
characteristics of an area. 

FAR is the ratio of a 
building’s total floor area 
(gross floor area) and the 
size of the piece of land 
upon which it is built.

This means a developed 
area will get a higher FAR 
than an unplanned one 
to construct a building. 
Unplanned areas with low 
FAR will have to keep more 
open spaces around their 
constructed buildings.

“Earlier, the FAR was 
the same for every area, 
but now, it will be ward-
based. Areas that are well 
planned, like Wari, Mirpur, 
Jhilmil, Gulshan, Banani, 
Baridhara, Pallabi and 
Lalmatia, will get higher 
FAR than unplanned 
ones like Adabor, Badda, 
Jafrabad and Moghbazar,” 
Ashraf said.

To improve Dhaka’s 
connectivity with nearby 

cities, DAP also proposes 
six metro rails, two bus 
rapid transits (BRT), six 
elevated expressways, two 
main roads parallel to 
the Dhaka-Mymensingh 
highway, ring roads, and 
circular waterways.

DAP recommends 13 
inter-city bus terminals 
around Dhaka and two 
truck terminals.

It also proposes a “blue 
network”. This network 
will be created by linking 
rivers, canals and other 
natural water bodies. A 
specific proposal is there 
to take immediate steps to 
make a waterway network 
stretching for 574 km.

The plan also talks 
about developing 23 canals 
to make them recreational 
hubs, by recovering 
them from grabbers and 
enhancing their aesthetics.

According to DAP, only 
0.9 percent of Dhaka’s 
total space comprises open 
spaces. 

To make the city 
environment-friendly, it 
suggests five large regional 
parks, 55 water parks, 13 
large eco parks (including 
Bhawal forest), and 13 other 
parks and playgrounds.

DAP also suggests 
constructing a park on 425 
acres of land in Keraniganj.

It also proposes an 
u r b a n - re d evel o p m e n t 
project by identifying 
different sites in Old Dhaka 
and ensuring basic facilities 
there.

DAP also recommends 
block-based housing 
instead of plot-based 
development.

The main objective 
of block-based housing 
is to construct high-rise 
buildings by incorporating 
relatively small plots and 
keeping sufficient open 
spaces. 

This will save lowlands 
and farmlands and ensure 
efficient urbanisation, said 
Ashraf.

As there is a shortage of 
land, this housing initiative 
is essential, because the 
best use of land can be 
ensured.

Ashraf said many areas 
were identified as flood 
flow zones earlier, like 
Chandrima Udyan and 
adjoining areas of Bosila. 
Development works were 
done at such places in 1988, 
and by the time DAP 2010 
was prepared, multi-storey 
buildings were already 
standing there.

“It is tough to recover 
these areas by demolishing 
the structures. In the new 
DAP, we have proposed 
these places be residential 
zones but did not consider 
the structures to be legal. 
We have imposed a penalty 
for such a building to 
be legalised, based on 
construction rules,” he 
said.

The amount of penalty 
is currently low. “But we 
have suggested increasing 
it,” he added.

They have recommended 
forming a committee to fix 
the penalty. This penalised 
amount will be used to 
ensure civic facilities in 
areas, he said.

Asked how much flood 
flow zones will be lost due 
to the conditional approval, 
he said it is difficult to 
figure that out, but it can 
be around five percent.

Regarding flood 
flow zones, Adil, also 
executive director of 
Institute for Planning and 
Development, said it is an 
alarming sign, as others 
will be encouraged to 
construct structures there 
if high penalties are not 
taken.

Local police, 
BCL inciting 
‘communal’ 
unrest in 
Sreemangal
Says Rashtra 
Sangskar Andolan

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Local police officials and a 
section of Chhatra League 
men are inciting communal 
unrest in Sreemangal by 
creating a nexus between 
them, alleged Rashtra 
Sangskar Andolan, a 
component of the newly-
floated alliance of seven 
political parties named 
“Gonotantro Mancha”.

“Communal unrest 
has been created in 
Sreemangal at the direct 
instigation of a section 
of local law enforcers 
and administrations. 
The government has 
to take responsibility if 
any untoward incident 
happens,” alleged 
Hasnat Quaiyum, chief 
coordinator of the party, 
at a press conference at its 
office on Wednesday.

At the conference, the 
speakers demanded the 
arrest of a BCL leader 
and his aides for allegedly 
launching attacks on 
Rashtra Sangskar Andolan 
activists on August 27 and 
taking necessary measures 
to stop communal violence.

Bangladesh
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He opined that since 
both Hong Kong and 
Bangladesh developed 
their legal systems based on 
the common law tradition, 
a closer communication 
on the rule of law and good 
governance can surely 
help to improve the local 
business environment, 
and thereby benefit all 
stakeholders.

“I call on all friends 
from Bangladesh and 
China, including Hong 
Kong, Macao and Taiwan, 
to work together on the 
way towards common 
prosperity and a shared 
future for mankind,” said Li 
Jiming.

3 killed, 4 hurt in 
road accidents
STAR REPORT

Three people were killed and four injured in 
road accidents in two districts yesterday.

In Chattogram, a man was killed and two 
were injured as a lorry hit a rickshaw in the city’s 
Oxygen area around 9:30am.

The deceased Kamol Das (45) was a carpenter, 
said police.

The injured, Sourav and Pranoy, were taken 
to Chattogram Medical College Hospital.

In Tangail, two passengers of a three-wheeler 
were killed and two injured when the vehicle 
collided with a bus on Dhaka-Tangail highway.

The deceased are Nusrat Jahan Himu (25) and 
Saiful Islam (55), said police.

Attacked
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Earlier, he faced four 
such attacks in different 
times, said some of Harez’s 
fans yesterday, seeking 
anonymity.

Following pressure from 
Purulia Union Parishad 
Chairman Amirul Islam 
Mani, Harez decided to 
withdraw his complaint, 
they alleged.

With tears in his eyes, 
the baul singer said he has 
been practising songs for 
the last 40 years. “I have 
some followers, and every 
Thursday we perform 
music together. They [the 
attackers] beat me only for 
this.”

Harez’s wife Sharifa 
Begum, who was standing 
beside him, echoed him.

Moyna Begum, a 
neighbour, said the 
chairman’s men did so as 
they are “against music”.

Contacted, UP Chairman 
Amirul said he is not aware 
of any such attack and 
vandalism.

His brother Ali Mia 
Sheikh said they neither 
attacked the baul nor 
vandalised his musical 
instruments. “Local youths 
have damaged those 
[instruments] as Harez 
used to sell marijuana,” he 
claimed.

Kalia Police Station 
Officer-in-Charge Tasnim 
Hossain said Harez Fakir 
had filed a complaint on 
August 31 over the attack. 
He also submitted an 
application to withdraw it 
yesterday.

The UP chairman 
promised to buy the 
musical instruments for 
the baul, the OC quoted 
him as saying.

Tax trouble for Ctg
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held a rally yesterday.
Nazrul Islam, CCC chief 

revenue officer, said, “We’re 
not imposing the high tax. 
There is a scope for the 
taxpayers to appeal,” he 
said.

Contacted, the CCC 
mayor said, “The holding 

tax as not been  reassessed 
in the past 12 years, though 
there is a provision to 
reassess it every five years.”

“There may have been 
some problems in the new 
assessment system, so 
we kept the provision for 
appeal.”

Epic’s 4th cultural 
show enthrals RU 
students
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Rajshahi

Some brief sound glitches drew out yesterday 
night’s three-hour cultural show “Epic 
Chapter 4” by more than five hours at Rajshahi 
University’s Shaheed Sukhoranjan Samaddar 
Student-teacher Cultural Centre.

Surprisingly, the audience bore with the extra 
hours at the non-air-conditioned auditorium.

“Recreational facilities are scarce in the 
campus. That’s why students are cooperating 
with the organisers,” one of the audiences said 
in the low-lit theatre.

Epic, a theatre body of students of RU’s 
English department, organised the show. 
Business organisations Tilottoma, Address, Light 
Arts, Durdanta, and EduXpert were supporting 
the organisers. Epic has been inspiring students 
to engage in creative activities since 2017, with 
the motto, “art is liberty”.

The organisers said all of their tickets at the 
400-people capacity auditorium were sold out, 
and they had to sell many standing tickets. Many 
students had to be returned as tickets were sold 
out. The main attraction of the event was a play 
by William Shakespeare’s Midsummer Night’s 
Dream.

Planet in peril
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Referring to a report by an 
international TV channel, 
he said the channel 
recently broadcasted the 
grim scenario of coastal 
areas, the issues of salinity, 
sea-level rise, and damage 
to people’s livelihood.

“Would we be able to 
survive such a situation? As 
per Economic Intelligence 
Report, Dhaka ranks 
seventh in the list of most 
unliveable cities out of 172 
countries,” he added.

Quader also mentioned 
that before Prime Minister 
Sheikh Hasina assumed 
office, the forest coverage 
in the country was 11 
percent, which now stands 
at 22 percent. 

Drawing examples from 
the recent incidents of 
wildfire and drought, he 
said those who are causing 
global warming are also 
bearing the brunt of that.

“Europe is struggling 
with wildfire sweeping 
through the continent. 
The rivers have dried 
up, causing the death of 
hundreds of thousands of 
fish,” he added.

Quader urged the 
developed countries to 
fulfil their promise and step 
up to stop global warming.

Environment, Forest 
and Climate Change 
Minister Shahab Uddin 
said Bangladesh has set 
an example in resilience 
against climate change.

“Bangladesh has 
finalised NDC [Nationally 
Determined Commitment], 
National Adaptation Plan 
and adopted Mujib Climate 
Prosperity Plan to fight 
climate change. Around Tk 
3,362 crore has been spent 
through Climate Change 
Trust for adaptation and 
mitigation,” he added.

The seminar was chaired 
by Khandokar Bojlul 
Haque, chairman of the 
forest and environment 
sub-committee, while 
Shahriar Alam, state 
minister for foreign affairs, 
and Delwar Hossen, 
member secretary of the 
sub-committee, also spoke. 

No subsidy for Dhaka’s
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be provided for water in the 
capital, said the minister. 

Tazul also mentioned 
that other utility services, 
like gas and power, will 
be brought under similar 
arrangements. PIB Director 
General Zafar Wazed, 
Secretary General of 

Bangladesh Federal Union 
of Journalists Dip Azad 
and President of Dhaka 
Reporters unity Nazrul 
Islam were present at the 
programme among others. 

City Reporters Forum 
President Adilur Rahman 
presided over the 
programme.
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Prof Zia 
Hyder’s death 
anniv observed
OUR CORRESPONDENT, 
Pabna

Prof Zia 
H y d e r ’ s 
14th death 
anniversary 
w a s 
o b s e r v e d 
at his 
ancestral house in Pabna 
yesterday.

Family members and 
relatives remembered him 
fondly in a discussion and 
doa mahfil held at his 
residence, said Zia’s brother 
Makid Hyder.

Prof Hyder passed away 
on September 2, 2008, after 
having a cardiac arrest.

He is the founder of the 
Chittagong University’s 
drama department. He 
also has remarkable 
contributions to the 
neo-theatre movement 
in Bangladesh, which 
commenced shortly after 
the country’s independence.

He is known for his 
books on theatre. Most 
of his books are referred 
to as texts at the theatre 
departments in many 
public universities 
around the country as 
well as Rabindra Bharati 
University in India.

Family members and 
fellows of Prof Hyder formed 
a trust in his name, which 
is currently conducting 
various philanthropic 
activities in Pabna.  


