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Police acted to protect themselves
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Hasina said she had promised 
that no one would say 
anything if processions and 
movements were peaceful.

She alleged that BNP men 
try to carry out attacks or 
create a situation for media 
coverage.

Criticising a section 
of media outlets and 
opposition parties, the 
premier said, “Some media 
outlets and opposition 
parties are recently spreading 
frustrations as if everything is 
being destroyed. But they are 
now in good condition.”

Referring to a recent 
World Bank report, the PM 

said Bangladesh was not 
in a risk of facing shortage 
of food. The IMF also in its 
evaluation on August 16 
remarked that Bangladesh 
was not in a crisis, she added.

Most of the country’s 
foreign debts are long-
term and soft loans, Hasina 
said, adding that there 
was no risk regarding the 
loan repayment as per the 
evaluation of IMF.

The PM said AL men were 
subjected to torture at the 
hands of Ziaur Rahman, HM 
Ershad, and the previous 
BNP-Jamaat governments, 
the party didn’t go for taking 
revenge against anyone after 

taking office.
She said the government’s 

goal is to improve the fate of 
the people of Bangladesh. 
“That’s why Awami League 
is concentrating on the 
development of the people 
instead of choosing 
revenge.”

During her speech, the 
premier showed photos and 
videos on the gruesome 
killings, violence, militant 
and arson attacks, rapes, 
repression on AL men 
during the tenures of Ziaur 
Rahman and BNP-Jamaat 
governments and during 
movements by BNP-Jamaat 
in 2013-2015.

Make Quader leader of the opposition
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The JP has 26 MPs, including 
four female lawmakers to 
reserved seats.

Quader’s supporters 
came up with the move 
yesterday, a day after 
Raushan convened the 
party’s 10th council 
on November 26 at the 
Institution of Engineers, 
Bangladesh.

Division between the 
two top JP leaders has been 
widening in recent years 
over control of the party.

JP insiders said Raushan’s 
fresh move, influenced by 
a section of leaders loyal to 
her, may split the party.

In the letter printed on 
the pad of the opposition 
leader’s office, Raushan 
called upon the party leaders 
and activists to strengthen 
the organisation.

She urged the tested JP 
leaders, who had left the 
party, to return.

The letter was 
undersigned by Golam 
Moshi, political secretary of 
Raushan.

The Daily Star, however, 
could not independently 
verify whether the 
opposition leader issued the 
letter.

Golam Moshi on 
Wednesday told this 

correspondent that three 
years had passed since the JP 
held its last council. “That’s 
why madam has convened 
the party’s council.”

Moshi alleged that the 
party was not being run 
in a disciplined way as its 
chairman and secretary 
general were making 
contradictory statements.

Raushan in the three-
page letter also said the 
party’s present role in 
making people aware 
of corruption, looting, 
nepotism and money 
laundering was very weak.

She named a convening 
committee, comprising the 

party secretary general and 
five co-chairmen, to carry 
out the council activities and 
other work.

The five co-chairs are 
Anisul Islam Mahmud, 
Ruhul Amin Hawladar, Qazi 
Firoz Rashid, Abu Hussain 
Babla and Salma Islam.

Moshi was made 
member secretary of the 
committee.

Hours after the 
issuance of Raushan’s 
letter, the JP said the 
move was completely 
“illegal, immoral and 
unconstitutional”.

In a press release on 
Wednesday, the JP said 

according to the party’s 
charter, Raushan has 
no authority to form the 
convening committee and 
convene the council.

The leader of the 
opposition went to 
Thailand last year after 
receiving treatment 
at Combined Military 
Hospital Dhaka for 84 days 
for lung complications.

After staying there for 
six months, she returned 
home in June and attended 
the budget session of 
parliament.

On July 4, Raushan 
went to Bangkok again for 
treatment.

Girl dies
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“The teacher made the 
student stand in class and 
insulted her in various 
ways,” said SI Zia. 

The teacher hit her with 
a cane and also slapped 
her, he added.

“Immediately after 
consuming poison, she 
came to the police station 
and complained that the 
teacher beat her up. Later, 
police informed the school 
authorities about it. The 
headmaster along with 
other teachers took her to 
the upazila health complex 
… She was referred to 
Narsingdi Sadar Hospital,” 
he said.

Lopa Chowdhury, 
resident medical officer of 
Narsingdi Sadar Hospital, 
said the schoolgirl was 
dead on arrival.

Headmaster Noor Uddin 
Mohammad Alamgir said 
the teacher in question had 
been warned previously 
over corporal punishment. 

“We are investigating 
whether such an incident 
took place in class, which 
led the student to die by 
suicide,” he said.

This correspondent 
could not reach the 
teacher over phone 
despite repeated attempts 
yesterday.
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