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Please find alternative
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They said local 
administration started the 
process of “requisition” 
without consulting local 
farmers. It is possible to 
find an alternative without 
affecting the locals’ 
livelihood, the letter read. 
The citizens urged the 
PM for her intervention 
to identify non-arable 
land for the project after 
consulting local public 

representatives, Khulna 
DC, farmers and experts.

The eminent 
citizens are Sultana 
Kamal, Khushi Kabir, 
Rasheda K Chowdhury, 
I f t e k h a r u z z a m a n , 
Mubasshar Hussain, 
Shamsul Huda, Sara 
Hossain, ZI Khan Panna, 
Asif Saleh, Manindra 
Kumar Debnath, Kajal 
Debnath, Hasan Mehedi, 
and Syeda Rizwana Hasan. 

An unwavering champion
FROM PAGE 3

Sayeed Ferdous pointed out 
that Abul Mansur Ahmad’s 
writings take one back 
to a time that has been 
left behind. “If we don’t 
understand his time and 
the hope, frustration, and 
dilemma faced by Bangalee 
Muslims at the time, we will 
misinterpret his works,” 
said Ferdous. 

Professor Emeritus 
Serajul Islam Choudhury 
said, “Abul Mansur Ahmad 
sought to record and 
analyse the society and 
politics of his time. He tried 
to communicate it to as 
many people as possible, in 
a language that would be 
understood by the masses.”

“But there was great pain 
and frustration behind the 
humour of Abul Mansur 

Ahmad’s words,” Professor 
Choudhury said. 

“Without knowledge, 
awareness, and revolution 
of thought, social 
development is impossible. 
Abul Mansur Ahmad 
showed this to us.” 

The event, organised by 
Abul Mansur Ahmad Smriti 
Parishad, ended with a vote 
of thanks by Abul Mansur 
Ahmad’s youngest son, 
Mahfuz Anam, editor and 
publisher of The Daily Star. 

At the end of the 
discussion, a prize giving 
ceremony took place for 
the Abul Mansur Ahmad 
Essay Contest, organised 
recently by the parishad 
for the fifth time, where 
the top nine winners were 
presented with awards. 

The topics for this year’s 

essay competition were 
“Abul Mansur Ahmad’s 
thoughts on Bengali 
Culture”, “Journalist Abul 
Mansur Ahmad versus 
today’s journalism”, and 
“Abul Mansur Ahmad’s 
role in expanding industry-
commerce”. 

In the first category, 
Mohammad Abu Sayeed, 
Nafis Raihan, and Rizvi 
Ahmed Badhon won the 
first, second and third 
prize, respectively. 

In the second category, 
the top three winners were 
Kaniz Fatema Kanika, 
Mohammad Golam 
Mostafa, and Jahanara 
Begum Mukta. 

Mir Muntasir Hossain, 
Pratiti Piya, and Sumaiya 
Khanam won the top prizes 
in the third category.

We must help all
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as part of the youth 
community, he opined.

“Those who are working 
as brick breakers, and 
have jobs in RMG and 
agriculture sectors are 
being excluded from this 
community. But they are 
also part of the youth and 
are citizens of Bangladesh,” 
he said.

Citing the population 
census, he said there are 
about 1.5 crore to 2 crore 
new young voters in the 
country after 2018. “You 
(youths) must include your 
name to the voter list. 
Because, voting falls within 
your civic duty and right.”

The rate of 
unemployment is higher for 
graduates when compared 
to non-graduates, said 
AKM Fahim Mashroor, 
chief executive officer of 
Bdjobs.com.

“A devastating trend 
can be noticed from all 
recent labour market 
surveys: more educated 
people are more likely to be 
unemployed,” he said.

He said it is alarming 
that most students prefer 
government jobs rather 
than private ones.

Sultana Kamal, core 
group member at Citizen’s 
Platform, said youths are 
the most powerful force 
in society. “We must keep 
them on the right track.”

Planning Minister MA 
Mannan, said, “When I visit 
my village, people always 
want an allowance card or 
tube-well, because many 
are still poor.”

Stefan Liller, resident 
representative UNDP 
Bangladesh; Nobonita 
Chowdhury, director 
of Gender, Justice and 
Diversity and Preventing 
Violence Against Women 
Initiative at Brac; and 
filmmaker Mostofa Sarwar 
Farooki also spoke.

Independent
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Justice Debnath, the 
third female judge of the 
apex court, will retire on 
October 9. 

She was accorded the 
farewell yesterday, as both 
the Appellate and High 
Court divisions will go 
into annual vacation from 
today. The courts will 

reopen on October 15.
At the function, 

Attorney General AM Amin 
Uddin and SCBA President 
Md Momtaz Uddin 
Fakir delivered speeches 
describing the life and work 
of Justice Debnath, who 
was appointed as a judge of 
the Appellate Division on 
January 9.

BNP to form commission
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in different parts of the 
country, leaving many of 
them injured. “We have 
heard that one of our 
workers was killed in Fatulla 
of Narayanganj today 
(Thursday). We strongly 
condemn this incident. We 
demand that the killers 
be brought to justice 
immediately,” he said.

Issuing a note of 
warning, the BNP leader 
said the government will 
not be able to suppress 
a just movement for the 
restoration of democracy 
by resorting to killing, 
enforced disappearance, 
attacks and repression. 
BNP Standing Committee 
members Khandaker 
Mosharraf Hossain, Mirza 

Abbas, Gayeshwar Chandra 
Roy, Nazrul Islam Khan, 
Amir Khosru Mahmud 
Chowdhury and Iqbal 
Hasan Mahmud Tuku, were 
present, among others.

Ziaur Rahman founded 
the party on September 1, 
1978. After his assassination 
on May 30, 1981, his widow 
Khaleda took over the 
party leadership.  

Victim, witness sacked
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Fatema was present. She 
witnessed the incident,” 
said the victim. 

According to her, several 
staffers, including their 
unit in-charge Asif Iqbal 
pressured her to stay quiet 
about the matter. 

“However, I did not pay 
any heed to him and filed 
an official complaint, where 
Kaniz vouched for me as a 
witness. Aktar confessed 
and quit the job. But Asif 
persuaded the factory 
authorities to terminate 
us,” she added. 

This correspondent 
contacted Kaniz Fatema, 
who confirmed the victim’s 
claims. 

Asked, unit-in-charge 
Asif Iqbal said, “I don’t 

know why the two were 
terminated. I was not 
informed about the sexual 
harassment incident at 
that time. They are making 
false allegations against me 
because they are out of the 
factory now.” 

Contacted, Mohidul 
Islam, manager (HR admin) 
of the factory, said they 
run the factory under 
Bepza, hence the Bepza 
authorities will need to be 
contacted regarding this. 

However, he did not 
provide contact details as 
he promised to. 

“No one has been 
terminated centring the 
incident. However, we are 
currently investigating the 
matter,” said DEPZ general 
manager Abdus Sobhan.   

Development
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Green activist Ratan 
Ahmed Siddiqui said they 
have already talked to the 
municipality’s mayor and 
urged him to stop the 
felling of old trees at the 
Udyan.

“If we are not paid heed 
to, a tougher movement 
will be launched,” he added.

Meanwhile, students 
of different educational 

institutions formed a 
human chain inside the 
Shaheed Srity Pouro Udyan 
yesterday, demanding to 
stop tree felling in the park.

However, Mayor SM 
Sirajul Haque Khan 
Alamgir of Tangail 
municipality said only 
three old trees were felled 
between the Pouro Udyan 
and Tangail Club to reduce 
traffic jam, per procedure.  

Cultivation of Boro
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Organisation (CSIRO) in 
the capital’s Brac Centre 
yesterday.

“Climate change affects 
the water balance and 
groundwater availability,” 
said CSIRO expert 
Mohammad Mainuddin.

He said, “The water level 
falls due to significant 
decline in  rainfall, change 
in rainfall intensity, 
changing land use 
conditions,  reduction in 
wetland areas,  recharge 
areas and low flows in the 
rivers in the dry season.”

Daktar Bhai’s 
anniversary of 
death today
OUR CORRESPONDENT, 

Tangail

Today is 
the seventh 
d e a t h 
anniversary 
of Dr Edric 
Sargission 
B a k e r , 
a New 
Zealander who served poor 
patients in Tangail for three 
decades.

The lifelong bachelor, 
locally known as “Daktar 
Bhai” (doctor brother), 
established Kailakuri 
Health Care Centre in 1996, 
which was financed by 
donors. The physician died 
at the age of 75 in 2015. 

Locals and staff of the 
healthcare centre will 
place wreaths at his grave 
at Kailakuri village in 
Madhupur in the morning.

Baker came to 
Bangladesh in 1979. He  
joined a Christian mission 
hospital in Meherpur. 

Two years later, he 
moved to Kumudini 
Hospital in Mirzapur. He 
joined a clinic run by the 
Church of Bangladesh in 
Madhupur upazila in 1983.
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